
Safe in the Boat
Bible Story
Genesis 7:17—8:14

Teacher Challenge
Take a few moments to imagine what life in the ark
must have been like. Hundreds of animals were living
nearly on top of each other! In this close atmosphere,
every day must have been an endless cycle of feeding,
cleaning and exercising each animal. The work must
have seemed overwhelming at times! Noah and his
family must have relied on God and each other to 
keep up with the necessary work—and still keep 
their spirits up!

� Who are some people whose help you rely on? 

� In what ways do others rely on you for help and support? In what ways do you view your help for
them as an act of obedience to and love for God?  

When your love and support for others flows out of your love for God and your gratitude for what He
has done for you, you are living Colossians 3:23. Take time this week to consider the different areas of
your life. How you can more fully do everything that you do for Christ?

Teacher’s Planning
1. Choose which centers you

will provide and the order
in which children will par-
ticipate in them. For tips 
on schedule planning, see
page 9.

2. Plan who will lead each cen-
ter, making sure to have one
adult for approximately every
six children. For staffing tips
and ideas, see page 12.
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God’s Word“Whatever you do, do your work for the Lord.” (See Colossians 3:23.) 

God’s Word and MeI do my best to show I love God.
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Play to Learn
Active Game Center: 
Animals in a Pen

Collect
Bible, Preschool Music #2 CD and player, masking tape.

Prepare
Use masking tape to outline a square, a circle, and a
triangle on the floor—each large enough that four
or five children can stand inside. (Note: Remove
masking tape immediately after activity.)

Do
1. Play “God Helps Me Do Good Things” (track 3 on CD) as children walk around the room. When music

stops, children move to stand in masking-tape shapes.

2. Let’s pretend these shapes are animal pens. Assign children in each shape a different animal.
Everyone in the square pen is a monkey! Everyone in the circle pen is a chicken! Everyone
in the triangle pen is a lion! Children make motions and sounds of animals. Repeat activity as
time allows.

Talk About
� In today’s Bible story, Noah and his family took care

of the animals in the boat. They probably kept the
animals in pens. Let’s play a game and pretend to be
animals in pens.

� Noah and his family had lots of work to do in the
boat. They did their best work. We can do our best
work when we have jobs to do, too!

� Abigail, Haley would like to get in the square pen.
How can you help her? Thank you for moving over!
You helped Haley.

� When we help others, it shows how much we love
God. That’s why the Bible says, “Whatever you do,
do your work for the Lord.” “Lord” is another name
for God.

For Younger Children
Lay beach or bath towels on the floor instead of making masking-tape shapes. Call out one animal each
round. All children do the same motion and sound.

For Older Children
Instead of giving directions according to the pen shape, ask children to perform motions according to
their initials. If your name begins with a K act like a kangaroo! Repeat with other letters.
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Play to Learn
Art Center: 
Rain Sticks

Collect
Bible, foil cupcake liners, rubber bands, rice, a vari-
ety of dried beans, bowls, spoons, a paper towel
tube for each child.

Prepare
Use rubber band to secure a foil cupcake liner to
one end of each paper towel tube (see sketch). Place
rice and beans in bowls. Place a spoon in each bowl.

Do
1. Give each child a paper towel tube and a sheet of paper. Children crumple and twist paper and place

it in tubes. 

2. Children spoon rice and beans into tubes. Teachers or helpers assist children in using rubber band
to secure a second foil cupcake liner over the open end of the tube to make rain sticks.

Talk About
� In today’s Bible story, Noah and his family were in the

big boat. It rained for a long, long time! Let’s make
some rain sticks to remind us of our Bible story.

� Jade, Miguel can’t reach the bowl of rice. What can
you do to help him? You helped Miguel by moving the
rice bowl closer. You really know how to help others. 

� Quentin, I can see you are doing your best not to spill
any beans. Doing our best is one way to show our love
for God. 

� The Bible says, “Whatever you do, do your work for
the Lord.” This verse reminds us to do our best. We
can do our best to help others. Helping others shows
we love God! 

� Pray briefly, Dear God, we love You! Please help us do
our best to show our love for You. 

For Younger Children
Bring kitchen funnels to assist children in spooning rice and beans into tubes.

For Older Children
Children use markers to decorate rain sticks.
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Construction Center: 
Stormy Skies

Collect
Bible, blocks, blue streamers.

Do
1. Children make a large boat from blocks. 

2. Once the boat is built, give children blue
streamers. Children wave streamers over the
boat to represent rain. Children clap blocks 
together to make thunder. 

Talk About
� In today’s Bible story, God kept Noah and his

family safe in their boat during a very big
storm. Let’s help each other build a big boat.
Then we’ll pretend there is a storm!

� Kelly, I see you are helping Emily by handing her
some blocks. You know how to help others!

� The Bible says, “Whatever you do, do your work
for the Lord.” When we do our best work, we
show how much we love God. By doing a good job
of helping others, we show that we love God. 

� Pray briefly, Dear God, please help us to always
do our best. We love You. 

For Younger Children
Outline a boat shape with masking tape. Children place blocks on the masking-tape line. (Note: Re-
move masking tape immediately after activity.)

For Older Children
Provide blue fabric or towels. Children hold either end of the fabric or towels and wave up and down
next to the boat to make waves. Children take turns sitting in the boat during the “storm.”
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Play to Learn
Dramatic Play Center: 
Pet Care

Collect
Bible, stuffed animal toys, toy brushes, toy bath or
dishpan, small towels, ribbons.

Do
Children pretend to bathe and brush dogs and other
toy animals. Children tie ribbons on toy animals.

Talk About
� The Bible says, “Whatever you do, do your

work for the Lord.” This verse tells us that
we should always do our best work. Doing
our best work shows we love God. Let’s help
each other take care of our pets.

� Trent, you are doing a good job drying your
toy dog. Do you have a pet at home? What 
do you do to take care of your hamster? 

� Justine, what kind of work do people do 
at your home? (Cook food. Wash car. Put away
clothes.) What kind of work can you do your
best at when you are at home?

� Pray briefly, Dear God, help us to do our best
work. We love You.

For Younger Children
Younger children have difficulty sharing. Be sure to provide enough toy animals and brushes.

For Older Children
Children name toy animals. Children write animals’ names on circles of card stock and attach to 
ribbons as registration tags.
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Listen to Learn
Genesis 7:17—8:14

Collect
Bible, Bible Story 7 pictures from God’s Story for
Me Poster Pack #2, Preschool Music #2 DVD or CD
and player.

Greet Each Other
Children sit in a circle. Let’s greet all our friends!
Begin by saying the name of a child and clapping for
each syllable in the name as you say it. Children re-
peat after you, saying the name with the appropri-
ate number of claps. As group becomes familiar with
the procedure, use a child’s first and last name.

Tell the Story
Open your Bible to Genesis 7. Tell the story using the pictured motions (keywords in bold) or show
Bible Story 7 pictures.

What happens in a very big storm? Let’s listen to hear about a time God sent a very big storm.

God brought all the animals and birds into the big boat. Then Noah and his family got into the big
boat, too. Pretty soon they began to hear something.

Pitter-pat. Pitter-pat. Rain! Soft, gentle rain! God made the rain come.

Soon it rained harder and harder. The water splashed against the sides of the big boat.
But Noah and his family were warm and dry inside the big boat. God was taking care
of them. Rain came down for many, many days.

Noah and his family had work to do. They gave hay to the horses and elephants.
They scattered grain and seed for the birds to eat. They gave all the animals and
birds cool water to drink.

And every morning, Noah and his family milked the cows and goats. They gathered
the eggs the chickens had laid. And all the time, it rained.

Finally the rain stopped! But water covered all the land and bushes and trees. It took
days and days and days for the earth to dry. 

One day Noah sent a bird out through the window of the boat. The bird came back
to the boat because it could not find a dry place to land. 

A few days later, Noah sent this bird out again. This time the bird came back with
a brand-new leaf in its beak. That meant the bird had found a tree. The water was
almost all gone.

Noah sent the bird out again. This time the bird did not come back. It had found a
dry place to live. That meant the water was gone. God had taken care of Noah and
his family and the boatload of animals.
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Talk About the Story
What was the big job Noah and his family had to do? (Take care of all the animals in the boat.)
Noah and his family helped each other give the animals food to eat and water to drink. They
did their best work. Doing their best work showed that they loved God. What is a way you
can help others today at your home? What can you do to help others when your family eats
lunch? (Help carry dishes. Help clean up afterward.)

Sing to God
Let’s sing a song about a way God helps us. Lead children in singing “God Helps Me Do Good Things”
(on DVD or track 3 on CD). God helps us do good things. We can help others, too. When we help
others, we show love for God.

Hear and Say God’s Word
Holding your Bible open to Colossians 3:23, say verse aloud. This verse reminds us to always do
our best work. We can do our best to show that we love God. Lead children in repeating the
verse. Children clap their hands on each word of the verse except the words “you” and “your.” When-
ever children say “you” or “your,” they point to a different child in the class. Repeat several times.

Pray to God
If you can think of a job you can do your
best at, put your hand on your head. Vol-
unteers who responded name jobs. Let’s ask
God to help us remember to do our best.
Pray briefly. Dear God, please help us re-
member to do our best work. We love
You. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Praise to God
Say, Look around the classroom and find something you can use to do your best work. Count to
10 while children find objects and bring them to the center of the circle. When everyone is seated again,
one at a time, hold up each object. Child who put that object in the center of the circle raises his or her
hand. Comment positively on each child’s contribution. Michael chose a toy broom. Sweeping is a
good way to do your best work! Jessica chose a crayon. She can do her best work at sharing by
giving a crayon to someone who doesn’t have crayons.
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Talk to Learn
Bible Story Activity Pages Center
Collect
A copy of Activity 7 from The Big Book of Bible Story
Activity Pages #2 for yourself and each child, crayons
or markers; optional—small blue tissue paper squares,
glue.

Do
Lead children to complete pages following the instruc-
tions. (Optional: Children glue tissue-paper squares
to water.) Use the conversation suggestions as chil-
dren complete their pages and retell the story. 

Preschool Puzzle Center
Collect
Copies of Bible Story Puzzle 7, Bible Verse
Puzzle 7 and/or Challenge Puzzle 7 from The
Big Book of Preschool Puzzles #2 for each child;
pencils, crayons or markers.

Do
Children complete the puzzles and color pages. 
Use the conversation suggestions on the pages.

Read-Aloud Story Center
Collect
A copy of Story Picture 7 from The Big Book of Read-
Aloud Stories #2 for yourself and each child, crayons
or markers.

Do
Read the story and distribute pictures. Use the 
conversation suggestions as children complete 
their pages.
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• Child colors both sides of page.
• Child turns over page and draws a line on 

path through ark to show Noah’s actions.
• Child retells story by describing pictures on 

both sides of page.

“Whatever you do, do your work for the Lord.”  (See Colossians 3:23.)

Name ____________________________________
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Bible Story Activity 7

“Whatever you do, do your work for the Lord.”(See Colossians 3:23.)Color the picture. Glue dry cereal in each bowl. Glue a piece of newspaper in Dylan’s hand.
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