
Baby Jesus
Bible Story
Luke 1:26-33; 2:1-7

Teacher Challenge
Come away for a bit—read, pray and ponder to re-
fresh your wonder at Jesus’ birth! Let the immensity
of God’s amazing gift sink into your soul. See an in-
significant young girl and the girl’s distressed fiancé.
Encounter the Word made flesh! Savor the realities
afresh: God keeps His promises. He redeems His cre-
ation through a baby. Glory to God in the highest!

� What big challenge must you face before this month is over? 

� What could God’s power accomplish in that situation?

Invite God now into your challenging situation. Every day this week, pray to see His power. Then en-
gage your preschoolers to gladly share your renewed sense of wonder—that’s the true spirit of Christ-
mas. Rejoice! Jesus is born!

Teacher’s Planning
1. Choose which centers you

will provide and the order 
in which children will par-
ticipate in them. For tips 
on schedule planning, see 
page 9.

2. Plan who will lead each cen-
ter, making sure to have one
adult for approximately every
six children. For staffing tips
and ideas, see page 12.
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Play to Learn
Active Game Center: 
Tree Story

Collect
Bible, Lesson 15 Christmas Story Pictures 1-2 from
Growing with God CD-ROM, scissors, large sheet of
butcher paper, marker, tape, glue sticks; optional—
additional decorating items (tinsel, paper circles,
bows, etc.).

Prepare
Cut Christmas Story Pictures apart. On butcher paper, use marker to draw an outline of a Christmas
tree. Attach butcher paper to wall in playing area at children’s eye level. Place glue sticks on floor near
butcher-paper tree.

Do
1. Children line up on one side of the playing area, facing the butcher-paper tree. Place the pile of

Christmas Story Pictures on the floor next to the first child. 

2. First child takes a picture from the pile and runs to the tree. Child uses glue to attach picture to the
tree. Child runs to back of line. Repeat with the next child, until all children have had a turn or all
pictures have been glued to the tree. (Optional: Children glue additional decorating items to tree.)

Talk About
� The Bible tells us, “God’s Son is born for us.” God’s

Son is Jesus! This is the time of year when we cele-
brate Jesus’ birth. One way we celebrate Jesus’ birth
is by decorating a tree. Let’s play a game and decorate
our tree with pictures of the story of Jesus’ birth.

� Ethan, what does your picture show? An angel! Angels
remind us that Jesus was born.

� Alexis, your picture shows Mary, Joseph and baby
Jesus in the stable. Jesus was born in a stable. A 
stable is like a barn for animals. 

For Younger Children
Young children have difficulty waiting their turn. Add double-sided tape to the back of the pictures.
Children add pictures to the tree without waiting in line.

For Older Children
Hide pictures around classroom. Children search for pictures and glue them on the tree as they 
find them.
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Play to Learn
Art Center: 
Count Down!

Collect
Bible, red and green construction paper, paper
cutter or scissors, a large calendar, tape or sta-
plers, a variety of stickers (stars and other 
Christmas designs).

Prepare
Cut red and green construction paper into 1x8-inch (2.5x20-cm) strips.

Do
1. Show children the calendar. Children count aloud as you point to each day between now and Christmas

Day. Give each child that number of paper strips cut from red and green construction paper.

2. Children decorate strips with stickers. Children tape or staple their strips into links in a chain. 

Talk About
� The Bible says, “God’s Son is born for us.” God’s 

Son is Jesus. At Christmastime, we put up special 
decorations to remind us of Jesus’ birth. Let’s make 
a decoration that will help us count the days until
Christmas.

� Grace, where will you put your chain? Your bedroom
is a good place for your chain. Every morning you can
take one link off your chain until it’s Christmas Day!

� I’m glad Jesus was born! Pray briefly, Thank You, God,
that Jesus was born! 

For Younger Children
Younger children work together to make one chain for the classroom. Children place stickers on strips
before you staple strips together.

For Older Children
Give children a different colored strip (yellow, blue, etc.) as the final link representing Christmas
Day. (Optional: Children use markers to number each link, starting at “1” from the link next to
“Christmas Day.”) 
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Construction Center: 
Road to the Stable

Collect
Bible, blocks, length of fabric (tablecloth, blanket,
etc.), one or more baby dolls.

Do
1. Children use blocks to outline a road wide

enough to walk along. 

2. At the end of the block road, children drape length of fabric over table or chair backs to form a
cave-like stable large enough for several children to play inside.

3. Children use blocks to make a manger in the stable and play with baby doll in manger. 

Talk About
� In our Bible story today, Mary

and Joseph traveled to the town
of Bethlehem. They slept in a
stable. A stable is a place where
animals sleep. During the night,
Jesus was born! Let’s make a
road and a stable.

� Christopher, why do you think
people are happy at Christmas-
time? People who love God are
happy at Christmastime because
it’s Jesus’ birthday. We’re glad
Jesus is born! 

� Making this road and stable reminds us of Jesus’ birth. What are some other things we do at
Christmastime to remind us of Jesus?

� The Bible says, “God’s Son is born for us.” God’s Son is Jesus! We can thank God for send-
ing His Son, Jesus. Pray briefly, Dear God, thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to be
born. Thank You for loving us. We love You!

For Younger Children
Before class, use masking tape to outline road. Instead of making stable and manger, children sim-
ply place blocks on masking-tape lines to form a road to walk on. (Note: Remove tape immediately
after activity.)

For Older Children
Children act out the story action as you read Luke 2:1-7 aloud. Expect to repeat the story several times
as children come and go from the Construction Center.
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Play to Learn
Dramatic Play Center: 
Animals in the Stable

Collect
Bible, Lesson 15 Animal Ear Pattern 1-3 from Grow-
ing with God CD-ROM, scissors, poster board, tape.

Prepare
Cut out Animal Ear Patterns. Cut several 2-inch 
(5-cm) strips of poster board. Tape ends of each strip 
together to form a headband. Tape a set of Animal Ear Patterns to each headband.

Do
1. Children take turns pretending to be animals. Child wears headband ears and move on all fours.

Child makes appropriate animal sounds.

2. Children trade headbands so that each child gets a turn to be an animal. 

Talk About
� In today’s Bible story, Mary and Joseph went on

a long trip to Bethlehem. When they got there,
the only place they found to stay in was a stable.
A stable is like a barn for animals. That night,
Jesus was born! Let’s pretend to be animals.

� Sophia, what animal are you? There were proba-
bly donkeys in the stable when Jesus was born.
Can you make the noise of a donkey?

� The Bible says, “God’s Son is born for us.” God’s
Son is Jesus! God sent Jesus to be born because
God loves us. Pray briefly, Dear God, we love You!
We are glad You love us and sent Jesus to be born. 

For Younger Children
Show children a book of farmyard animals to help them identify the ears. Bring a mirror to class so
children can see what they look like wearing the ears.

For Older Children
Children not wearing headbands act out taking care of animals.
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Listen to Learn
Luke 1:26-33; 2:1-7

Collect
Bible, Bible Story 28 pictures from God’s Story 
for Me Poster Pack #2, Preschool Music #2 DVD 
or CD and player, unbreakable Christmas orna-
ment, jingle bells.

Greet Each Other
Children sit in a circle. Hand an unbreakable
Christmas ornament to a child. Children pass the
ornament around the circle while you play “God So Loved”
(track #6 on CD). When you stop the music say, God’s Son is 
born for (Michael). Continue until each child has been named.

Tell the Story
Open your Bible to Luke 1. Tell the story using the pictured motions (keywords in bold) or show Bible
Story 28 pictures.

When have you gone on a trip with your family? Where did you go? How did you get there?
Listen to hear about a trip Mary and Joseph took. Something very special happened while
they were on their trip.

One day God sent an angel to tell Mary some very special news. Mary was afraid.
She had never seen an angel before.

The angel said, “Don’t be afraid. You will be the mother of a special baby boy. He will
be God’s own Son. Name the baby Jesus.”

Before this special baby was born, Mary and her husband, Joseph, had to go on a
trip. They were going to Bethlehem to write their names in the king’s book. 

Mary probably rode on a little donkey. Joseph walked beside her. Clippety-clop!
Clippety-clop! went the donkey’s feet on the rocky road. 

When Mary and Joseph got to Bethlehem, it was very crowded. Many people were
already there. 

Mary and Joseph were very tired. They looked and looked for a place to stay for the
night. They wanted to go to sleep. But there wasn’t a room anywhere for them!

It was almost time for Mary’s baby to be born. She needed a place to rest. Finally
they found a stable. A stable is a place where sheep, cows and donkeys sleep. The
owner of the stable said they could sleep there. Mary and Joseph went to the stable
to sleep on the hay.

That night, baby Jesus was born. He was God’s Son. Mary wrapped baby Jesus, so
He would be warm. Then she put baby Jesus on a soft bed of hay in the manger. The
manger was the place where hay was put for the animals to eat.

Mary and Joseph were very glad Jesus was born! 
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Talk About the Story
What happened while Mary and Joseph were in the stable? (Baby Jesus was born.) Jesus is God’s
Son. I’m glad that Jesus was born. At Christmastime we celebrate that Jesus was born. What is
something special you do with your family at Christmastime? Putting up decorations, giving
presents and visiting with the people in our families are ways to show that we are happy Jesus
was born!

Sing to God
Let’s sing a song about the good news that Jesus is born. Lead children in singing “Christmas
Joy” (on DVD or track 5 on CD). At Christmastime we are glad that Jesus was born for us!

Hear and Say God’s Word
Holding your Bible open to Isaiah 9:6, say
verse aloud. Jesus is God’s Son. I’m glad
that Jesus was born for us. Lead chil-
dren in repeating the verse by echoing
phrases after you: “God’s Son/is born/
for us.” Repeat several times.

Pray to God
Pray, Dear God, we are glad You sent baby Jesus to be born for us. We are glad Jesus was born
and we are glad that You love us. We love You! In Jesus’ name, amen.

Praise to God
Divide children into three groups. Give jingle bells to children in one group. Appoint another group to
be “clappers” and the third group to be “stompers.” Lead children repeating the poem, with each group
doing the appropriate actions:

Ring, ring, ring the bells, ring them loud and clear

To tell the people everywhere, that Christmastime is here.

Clap, clap, clap your hands, clap them loud and clear

To tell the people everywhere, that Christmastime is here.

Stomp, stomp, stomp your feet, stomp them loud and clear

To tell the people everywhere, that Christmastime is here.

Repeat, giving bells to a different group each round.
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Talk to Learn
Bible Story Activity Pages Center
Collect
A copy of Activity 28 from The Big Book of Bible Story
Activity Pages #2 for yourself and each child, crayons
or markers; optional—yellow yarn, scissors, glue.

Do
Lead children to complete pages following the in-
structions. (Optional: Children glue yarn to hay.)
Use the conversation suggestions as children com-
plete their pages and retell the story. 

Preschool Puzzle Center
Collect
Copies of Bible Story Puzzle 15, Bible Verse
Puzzle 15 and/or Challenge Puzzle 15 from
The Big Book of Preschool Puzzles #2 for each
child; pencils, crayons or markers.

Do
Children complete the puzzles and color pages. 
Use the conversation suggestions on the pages.

Read-Aloud Story Center
Collect
A copy of Story Picture 15 from The Big Book of Read-
Aloud Stories #2 for yourself and each child, crayons
or markers.

Do
Read the story and distribute pictures. Use the 
conversation suggestions as children complete 
their pages.
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• Where was Jesus born?
• What is something you and your family do to celebrate Jesus being born?

• Child colors page and retells the story.

“God’s Son is born for us.” (See Isaiah 9:6.)
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Bible Story Activity 28
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Trace the road so that Annie and Ryan can take the cookies to the party. Connect the dots. 
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