
John Baptizes Jesus
Bible Story
Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; 
Luke 3:21-22; John 1:19-34

Teacher Challenge
People had come in droves to listen to John, repent
and be baptized. To these people, God introduced His
promised One. God’s Spirit descended like a dove to
rest upon Jesus and then the Father said, “This is my
Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased” (see
Matthew 1:17). John and the others who witnessed this must have been filled with won-
der at this message.

� When were you last filled with wonder at the realization of who Jesus really is? 

� What gets in the way of worshiping Jesus as the Son of God, our Savior and King?

Invite God to refresh your heart with that same wonder that filled those who saw and heard God’s in-
troduction of His Son. Ask Him to help you prepare the hearts of the children in your class and give
you eagerness to introduce His Son to them—there is no one more worthy of a grand introduction!

Teacher’s Planning
1. Choose which centers you

will provide and the order 
in which children will par-
ticipate in them. For tips 
on schedule planning, see 
page 9.

2. Plan who will lead each cen-
ter, making sure to have one
adult for approximately every
six children. For staffing tips
and ideas, see page 12.
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Play to Learn
Active Game Center: 
Duck, Duck, Verse

Collect
Bible.

Do
1. Children sit in a circle on the floor. Children

play a game like Duck, Duck, Goose. Walk
around the circle and pat children gently on 
the head or shoulder as you say “Duck.” 

2. After a moment, say, “Verse.” The child whose head was patted gets up, repeats with you “Jesus is
the Son of God” and then walks once around the circle. Repeat game until each child has had a turn
to walk around the circle.

Talk About
� The Bible says, “Jesus is the Son of God.”

God sent Jesus because God loves us. God
loves every one of us in this room. Let’s
play a game together.

� Brandon, who lives in your house? God
loves your mom, dad, and baby sister!

� In today’s Bible story, John told people a
special message. The message was that
Jesus is God’s Son. Anna, who is someone
you could tell this important message to?
God loves your friend, Zoey, too!

For Younger Children
Younger children hold hands and walk around in a circle. When you say, “Jesus is the Son of God,”
everyone sits down.

For Older Children
After each round, all children say the verse together before the new volunteer continues with 
the game.
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Play to Learn
Art Center: 
Glad Banner

Collect
Bible, large sheet of butcher paper, marker, 
decorative supplies (streamers, curling ribbon, 
glitter pens, stickers), scissors, tape.

Prepare
Print “We’re glad God sent Jesus” across length of 
butcher paper. Cut streamers and curling ribbon into 
short lengths. Attach short pieces of tape to a nearby 
table edge for children to use.

Do
1. Children decorate banner using materials you supply. Children tape short length of streamers and

curling ribbons on paper, and use markers and stickers to decorate banner.

2. Tape completed banner to a wall where parents will see it when they pick up their children. 

Talk About
� Let’s make a banner to tell that we’re

glad God sent Jesus. 

� Natalie, our banner tells an important
message. Let’s say that message togeth-
er. I’m glad that God sent His Son,
Jesus. 

� John, whose birthday do we celebrate
at Christmas? Christmas is the time
when God sent His Son, Jesus, to be
born. Who is someone you could tell
this important message to? 

For Younger Children
Provide only markers and stickers for children to use to decorate the banner.

For Older Children
Children sign their names on the banner.
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Construction Center: 
River Play

Collect
Bible, blue fabric or towels, blocks, toy people.

Do
1. Lay the blue fabric or towels on the floor as a

pretend river. Children use blocks to build the
river banks. 

2. Children use smaller blocks as boats on the river and take toy people for rides up and down the river. 

Talk About
� In today’s Bible story, people went to a

river to hear John tell them about Jesus.
Let’s build a river!

� Kayla, when have you gone to play in the
water with your family? Where did you go?
What are some of the things you did there? 

� James, what are some of the ways we can
learn about Jesus? (Listen to Bible stories.
Talk to parents and teachers.)

� The Bible says, “Jesus is the Son of God.”
God loved all the people in the world so
much that He sent His Son, Jesus, to be
born. I’m glad God sent His Son, Jesus.
Pray, Dear God, we are glad that You sent
Jesus. We love You!

For Younger Children
Provide toy boats for children to use on the water.

For Older Children
Children arrange small rocks as stepping stones, and fringe green construction paper to place as grass
along sides of river for river banks.
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Play to Learn
Dramatic Play Center: 
Sing a Song

Collect
Bible, Preschool Music #2 CD and player, aluminum
foil, ruler, craft sticks, rhythm instruments.

Prepare
For each child, tear off a 6-inch (15-cm) length of
aluminum foil.

Do
1. Children crumple foil around end of craft sticks to make pretend microphones. 

2. Children pretend to be a singing group. Using pretend microphones and rhythm instruments, 
children sing “How Good It Is” (track 17 on CD). Repeat, giving children an opportunity to ex-
change instruments.

Talk About
� The Bible says, “Jesus is the Son of God.”

God sent Jesus to be born because God
loves us. That makes me glad! One thing
we can do to show we are glad God sent
Jesus, is to sing songs about loving God.
Let’s pretend we are a band and sing a
song about loving God.

� I’m glad that God loves us. I’m glad that
God sent Jesus to be born. Sarah, what
are some ways you can tell God about the
things that make you glad? (Sing songs.
Pray.)

� Pray briefly, Dear God, thank You for send-
ing Your Son, Jesus. Knowing Jesus loves
me makes me glad! 

For Younger Children
Instead of making microphones, children use rhythm instruments while music plays.

For Older Children
Older children make up motions to do while singing “How Good It Is.”
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Listen to Learn
Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22; John 1:19-34

Collect
Bible, Bible Story 33 pictures from Bible Story Pic-
tures #2, Preschool Music #2 DVD or CD and player,
beanbag.

Greet Each Other
Let’s see how fast we can pass the beanbag
and say our names. Hold a beanbag and say your
name. Then give beanbag to child next to you who
says his or her name. Continue until the beanbag has been
passed all the way around the circle and every child has had an opportunity to say his or her name. 

Tell the Story
Open your Bible to John 1. Tell the story using the pictured motions (keywords in bold) or show Bible
Story 33 pictures.

What is something you have waited for? A turn at a game? To go to the park? God’s people
waited a long time for something special. Listen to find out what it was.

John was telling people about God. John said that God would soon send His Son. “Get ready for the
One God promised to send,” John said. 

Many, many people came to hear John. John told the people they needed to tell
God they were sorry for doing wrong. 

John baptized many people with water to show that they were sorry for doing
wrong.

Some leaders heard about John. They sent messengers to talk to John. They asked,
“Are you the One God promised to send?”

John said, “No. I am not the One God promised to send. I was sent to get the people
ready for Him. God is about to send Him. The One God will send is much more im-
portant than I am!”

One day, Jesus came to John. He asked John to baptize Him. John said, “I need You
to baptize me! You don’t need to be baptized.”

Jesus said, “This is what God wants us to do. I want to obey God.”

So John baptized Jesus. Then something surprising happened! From heaven, God’s
Spirit, looking like a dove, came down to Jesus. 

God spoke from heaven. “This is My Son, whom I love. I am pleased with Him!” This
had never happened before. Everyone was amazed.

The next day, John saw Jesus. John pointed to Jesus. “There He is,” John said.
“Look. Jesus will forgive people for the wrong things they have done!” Jesus was 
the One God had promised to send. Jesus is God’s Son.
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Talk About the Story
What did John and the other people hear God say when Jesus was baptized? (“This is My
Son.”) A long time before, God had promised His people that He would send His Son. God’s
people waited a long time and then God kept His promise. He sent Jesus to be born, just like
He promised. I’m glad God sent His Son, Jesus. What is a way we can show that we are glad
God sent Jesus? (Tell others about Jesus. Sing songs and listen to stories about Jesus.)

Sing to God
Play “Jesus Loves Me” (on DVD or track 7 on
CD). Invite children to sing along with you. Let’s
sing a song about God’s love. Lead children in
singing song and doing suggested motions. God
loved all the people in the world so much,
He sent His Son, Jesus, to be born!

Hear and Say God’s Word
Holding your Bible open to John 1:34, say verse aloud. Jesus loves us and helps us when we ask.
I’m glad that God sent His Son, Jesus. Lead children in saying the verse as a group several times.
Then have children form a circle. Each child repeats the verse after the teacher until all children have
said the verse. If you have a large group, invite three or four children to say the verse with you.

Pray to God
We can thank God for loving us and sending His Son, Jesus. Let’s say these words together 
as our prayer: “Thank You, God, for sending Jesus to be born.” Lead children in repeating the
prayer with you.

Praise to God
As you say the Bible verse, children stand up and sit down on alternate words (stand on “Jesus,” “the,”
“of” and sit on “is,” “Son,” “God”). After a few rounds, have children suggest other combinations of mo-
tions (bend to touch the floor and raise arms in the air, spread arms wide and fold arms on chest, etc.).
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Talk to Learn
Bible Story Activity Pages Center
Collect
A copy of Activity 33 from The Big Book of Bible Story Activity 
Pages #2 for yourself and each child, scissors, tape, crayons or 
markers; optional—short yarn lengths, glue.

Do
Lead children to complete pages following the instructions. 
(Optional: Children glue yarn lengths to hair on puppets.) 
Use the conversation suggestions as children complete their
pages and retell the story. 

Preschool Puzzle Center
Collect
Copies of Bible Story Puzzle 20, Bible Verse
Puzzle 20 and/or Challenge Puzzle 20 from
The Big Book of Preschool Puzzles #2 for each
child; pencils, crayons or markers.

Do
Children complete the puzzles and color pages. 
Use the conversation suggestions on the pages.

Read-Aloud Story Center
Collect
A copy of Story Picture 20 from The Big Book of Read-
Aloud Stories #2 for yourself and each child, crayons
or markers.

Do
Read the story and distribute pictures. Use the 
conversation suggestions as children complete 
their pages.

192 • © 2010 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. Growing with God Leader’s Guide

Lesson 20

• Child colors page.
• Child cuts apart, folds and tapes puppets.• Child retells story with puppets.
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• What did Jesus say to John? What
did John say about Jesus?

• We are glad Jesus is God’s Son.
How can we show we are glad?
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Bible Story 
Activity 33

“Jesus is the Son of God.” 
(See John 1:34.)Connect the dots. Print your name on the line. Draw blocks on the shelves. Color the picture.

(child’s name)
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