Samuel Obeys God

Lesson 8

Bible Story

1 Samuel 16:1-13

Teacher Challenge

Go
“ We must d’s Word
obey God.”
Ac

ts 5:29
When Samuel went to anoint God’s choice for king,
God’s Wo
he expected that tall and good-looking Eliab would
I
c
h
o
o
s
e to obey G rd and Me
be the man. But God told Samuel that He did not
od because
I love Him
look at outward appearance; He was looking at
.
a person’s heart. So when God chose the youngest, the smallest, the least experienced—David,
Samuel obediently anointed him. Samuel understood that
God was looking for something he himself could not see!

➥ What inner traits do you admire in others? Which of your inner traits most please God?
➥ When you meet people, how much weight does outer appearance have over inner qualities?
Children may not understand the concept of what we’re like on the inside. But they do understand the
difference between being kind or unkind! To help children develop inner traits like patience, kindness
or self-control, notice and then thank a child who has been kind or patiently waited for a turn. Show
by your words and smile that you value these qualities. Ask God to show you each child’s inner traits
so that you can encourage them!

Teacher’s Planning

1. Choose which centers you
will provide and the order in
which children will participate
in them. For tips on schedule
planning, see page 9.
2. Plan who will lead each center,
making sure to have one adult
for approximately every six
children. For staffing tips and
ideas, see page 12.
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Play to Learn
Active Game Center:
Find David
Collect

Bible, eight tongue depressors or craft sticks,
marker.

Prepare

Lesson 8

Go
“ We must d’s Word
obey God.”
Ac

ts 5:29

God
I choose to ’s Word and M
e
obey God b
ecause I lo
ve Him

.

Print “David” on one tongue depressor.

Do

1. Children close their eyes as you hide the eight tongue depressors in the room. Children open their
eyes and look for the tongue depressors. Give directions as needed to help children easily find the
tongue depressors.
2. The child who finds “David” waves tongue depressor in the air as all children say together, “We
must obey God.” Play several rounds as time and interest allow.

Talk About
➥ In our Bible story today, God told Samuel to

visit a family to find the man who would be
king. There were eight sons in the family.
Samuel listened to God and said David would
be king. Samuel obeyed God.

➥ We can obey God, too. What are some ways you
obey your parents? Your teachers? Your babysitters? When is it hard to obey?

➥ The Bible tells us, “We must obey God.” We
obey God because we love Him.

For Younger Children

Hide one tongue depressor for each child.

For Older Children

Print one letter of “David” on five separate tongue depressors. Children find and put in order to spell
the name “David.”
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Play to Learn

Lesson 8

Art Center:
Play-Dough Sheep

Go
“ We must d’s Word
obey God.”
Ac

Collect

Bible, Bible Story 13 pictures from God’s Story for
Me Poster Pack #1, play dough.

ts 5:29

God
I choose to ’s Word and M
e
obey God b
ecause I lo
ve Him

.

Do

1. Show and describe pictures. Children make
sheep, people figures and horn of oil from play dough.
2. Make items along with children, using the items you and children make to briefly
tell today’s Bible story.

Talk About
➥ In our Bible story today, we’ll hear about Samuel when he was a grown-up. He went to
visit a man named Jesse. Jesse had eight sons. Jesse and his sons took care of sheep.
Let’s make some people and some sheep.

➥ God told Samuel that Jesse’s son David was

to be the new king. Samuel poured a little oil
onto David’s head to show that he was to be
the new king. In Bible times, oil was kept in
an animal horn. Let’s make a horn like the
one in this picture.

➥ The Bible says, “We must obey God.” Samuel

obeyed God when he said that David would be
the new king. We can obey God, too.

➥ Pray, Dear God, we love You. Please help us to
obey You and do what’s right.

For Younger Children

Children roll dough into balls to represent sheep, and make solid rectangles from dough to represent
people.

For Older Children

Give children tools (plastic knives, craft sticks, toothpicks or scissors) to use in forming play dough
shapes.
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Play to Learn

Lesson 8

Block Center:
Jesse and Sons

Go
“ We must d’s Word
obey God.”
Ac

Collect

Bible, blocks, toy animals including sheep.

Do

1. Children build a house for a man with eight
sons and play with animals.

ts 5:29

God
I choose to ’s Word and M
e
obey God b
ecause I lo
ve Him

.

2. Children use small blocks to count the number of sons.

Talk About
➥ In our Bible story today, Samuel went to visit

a man named Jesse. Jesse had eight sons. Let’s
build Jesse’s house.

➥ William, can you bring eight blocks to be Jesse’s
sons? That’s right! You can count to eight.

➥ Jesse and his sons took care of sheep. The Bible

says, “We must obey God.” What jobs do you do
at your house? When you obey, you are showing
your love for God!

For Younger Children

Make a masking-tape square on floor to represent house. Children place blocks on masking-tape line.
If your floor is carpeted, remove masking tape immediately after use.

For Older Children

Children build sheep pens around the house.
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Play to Learn

Lesson 8

Science Center:
Bottled Fun

Go
“ We must d’s Word
obey God.”
Ac

Collect

Bible, at least one empty plastic water or soda
bottle with lid, water, food coloring, vegetable oil,
duct tape; optional—plastic or mylar confetti.

ts 5:29

God
I choose to ’s Word and M
e
obey God b
ecause I lo
ve Him

.

Do

1. Invite children to help you with the following tasks:
Fill the bottle(s) 2/3 with water. Add a few drops of food coloring and fill remainder with vegetable oil. (Optional: Add confetti.) Attach lid, securing with tape.
2. Children play with bottle(s), watching oil and water separate, shaking bottle(s) fast and slow, swirling them, turning them upside down, etc. (Note: If you have more than six children, make at least
three bottles.)

Talk About
➥ In our Bible story, Samuel obeyed God. He poured
oil on David’s head to show that God had chosen
David to be the next king. We’re going to experiment with oil today.

➥ As children follow your directions to make bottle, comment on the ways they obey. Hannah, thank you
for putting the food coloring in the bottle. You
obeyed.

➥ The Bible says, “We must obey God.” Pray briefly,
Dear God, we love You. Help us obey You.

For Younger Children

Instead of making a bottle in class, before class prepare several of the following bags, at least one for
every pair of children: Partially fill a small, resealable plastic bag with oil, water, corn syrup or other
liquid. Add food coloring and additional objects (confetti; or a few buttons, beads or shells). Seal the
bag. Place inside a second bag and seal. Secure closure with duct tape. Children shake and turn bags
in class.

For Older Children

Children make their own water and oil bottles. In addition to confetti, you may wish to provide buttons, beads, shells, sand or other objects for children to use. Provide funnels to make pouring liquids
easier for children.
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Listen to Learn

Lesson 8

1 Samuel 16:1-13

Collect

Bible, Bible Story 13 pictures from God’s Story for
Me Poster Pack #1, Preschool Music #1 CD and player,
cardboard tube.

Greet Each Other

Children sit in a circle. Volunteer holds a cardboard tube up to eye. Lead children in chanting
to volunteer,

Go
“ We must d’s Word
obey God.”
Ac

ts 5:29

God
I choose to ’s Word and M
e
obey God b
ecause I lo
ve Him

.

Jacob, Jacob,
What do you see?
Jacob responds,
I see (name of child sitting to his left)
Looking at me!
Jacob hands cardboard tube to the child on his left. Continue activity until everyone has had a turn.
Today we’re going to hear when Samuel was looking for the man who would be king.

Tell the Story

Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 16. Tell the story using the pictured motions (keywords in bold) or show
Bible Story 13 pictures.
Do you have brothers or sisters? What are their names? Today we’re going to hear about a
boy who had seven older brothers!
Our Bible tells about a boy named Samuel who grew up to be a leader of God’s people. Samuel loved and obeyed God. Samuel did what was right and good.
One day God said to Samuel, “I have chosen a new leader, a king, for My people. I
want you to show the people their new king. Find a man named Jesse.” God said, “I
have chosen one of Jesse’s sons to be the new king. When you get to Bethlehem, I
will show you which son I have chosen.”
So Samuel obeyed God. Step, step, step. Samuel went to Bethlehem. Then he talked
to Jesse. Samuel looked at Jesse’s sons. The oldest one was tall and strong. Surely
this is the one God wants to be king, Samuel thought. But God said, “No, he is not the
one. The one I have chosen loves Me very much.” One, two, three, four, five, six,
seven sons walked by Samuel. Each time God said “No, I have not chosen this one
to be king.” Who could the king be? wondered Samuel.
Samuel asked Jesse, “Do you have any more sons?”
“I have one more son,” Jesse answered. “David is his name. He is out in the hills taking care of our sheep.”
“Tell David to come here to me,” Samuel said. Soon David walked in. David loved
God very much. Samuel looked at David. Then God said, “This is the one I have chosen to be the new king.” God had chosen David to be king. And Samuel had obeyed
God by doing what God had told him to do.
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Lesson 8

Talk About the Story

How did Samuel obey God? (He went to see Jesse. He waited for God to tell him who to make king.)
Samuel obeyed God when he showed that David would be the new king. Samuel showed that
he loved God by obeying Him. We can show we love God by obeying Him and doing what’s
right, too! What is one way you’ve obeyed your parents today?

Sing to God

Let’s sing a song about obeying God. Lead children in
singing “Hear the Word” (track 9 on CD). We obey God
because we love Him. In the Bible God tells us to help
others. What is one way to obey God by helping others
in our class?

Option: In
v
to suggest ite older children
motions fo
the Word.”
r “Hear

Hear and Say God’s Word
Option: Vary the manner in which the first
group speaks (loud, soft,
.
whisper, low, high, etc.)
in
es
Second group echo
the same manner.

Holding your Bible open to Acts 5:29, say verse aloud. When we do
right, we obey God. What right things can you do when playing with a friend? (Share. Take turns. Play fairly.) Divide class into two groups. Lead one group in saying the words “We must.” The
second group echoes the words. The first group then completes the
verse by saying “obey God,” with the second group echoing. Repeat
verse several times, alternating which group leads and which group
echoes.

Pray to God

Lead children in a brief prayer. Dear God, thank You for showing us ways to obey You and do
what’s right. Help us show our love for You everywhere we go. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Praise to God

Gather children in the center of your room. Listen and do what I say as quickly as you can! Direct
attention to objects and people in the room by saying, Point to the cubbies! Children turn to point
to the cubbies. Pause briefly before giving a new direction. Point to the windows! Point to the light
switch! Point to the blocks! Point to Emma! Continue naming objects and people in your room.
You are obeying my directions. The Bible gives us directions so we know how to obey God.
I’m thankful to God for the Bible.
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Talk to Learn

Lesson 8

Bible Story Activity Pages Center
Collect

A copy of Activity 13 from The Big Book of Bible Story
Activity Pages #1 for yourself and each child, scissors,
crayons or markers.
Bible Story
Activity 13

Do

Copies of Puzzles 15 and 16 (p. 37 and p. 39 from
The Big Book of Kindergarten Puzzles) for each child;
pencils, crayons or markers.

Puzzle 15
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Preschool Puzzle Center
Collect

�

Acts 5:29

Lead children to complete pages following the instructions.
Use the conversation suggestions as children complete their
pages and retell the story.

�

Bible Story Activit

y Pages #1
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Do

Children complete the puzzles and color pages.
Use the conversation suggestions on the pages.

Read-Aloud Story Center
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A copy of Story Picture 8 from The Big Book of ReadAloud Stories #1 for yourself and each child, crayons
or markers.
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their pages.
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