
Theologically trained. This is required for acquiring a
visa to be a pastor in the UAE. A Master of Divinity is
preferred, though other ministry degrees may be
accepted.
A Pioneer and Visionary. This person will need to be
able to take initiative and start new things, adapting
to the challenges that will come in planting a new
church and establishing a healthy evangelical center
in Ruwais.
Gifted in preaching. ECC views expository preaching
as central to the life of a church, and we desire to
see a gifted preacher of God’s word in Ruwais.
Pastorally-hearted. This planter will need to be a
shepherd, caring for people who are far from home
in many difficult situations.
Culturally-sensitive. The new church in Ruwais will
represent many different cultures and nationalities.
The planter must be a humble learner, seeking to
understand different cultures.
Fluent in English. The church plant will be in English.
A Team Builder. The planter will need to be able to
build an elder team, deacon team, support team,
and build relationships with other churches in other
languages in Ruwais.
Experienced. The planter should have 5 years of
ministry experience.
Aligned with ECC. The planter needs to be aligned
with the theology, ecclesiology, and philosophy of
ministry of ECC.

THE IDEAL CANDIDATE IS SOMEONE WHO IS:

 

 

Learn the city and culture, including getting to
know the Christians there.
Launch and organize official weekly corporate
worship gatherings.
Preach the majority of sermons.
Liaise with the government authorities in
Ruwais to build good long-term relationships
and potentially pursue land and a building.
Discover and train a team of elders and
deacons to shepherd, lead, and administer
the church, which may include hiring of staff.
Help vet other churches who want to have
official gatherings in Ruwais.
Maintain a strong relationship                     
 with ECC.

RESPONSIBILITIES:

 

ECC is committed to financially supporting this

position. Many Christians in Ruwais are also

committed to giving to this position. However,

some support raising will likely be necessary

for the first 2-3 years. A minimum 5-year

commitment is necessary. If interested, please

send cover letter and CV to ruwais@eccad.org
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POSITION



THE UAE AT-A-GLANCE

 
The UAE was founded on December 2, 1971 and  
is comprised of 7 emirates: Abu Dhabi, Dubai,
Sharjah, Ajman, Umm Al Quwain, Ras Al Khaimah
and Fujairah. English is widely spoken in cities.
The currency is the Emirati dirham. The UAE is a
charming mix of traditional and modern Arabia.
From dhows and desert picnics to 
world-class museums and Expo 2020, 
the UAE is an exciting and vibrant 
place to call home.

ECC AT-A-GLANCE

 
ECC is one of the largest and oldest evangelical
churches in the United Arab Emirates. Based in
the capital city of Abu Dhabi, ECC has over 500
members seeking to fulfill our vision of being “an
embassy of the Lord Jesus Christ in Abu Dhabi,
growing disciples from the nations to be gospel
ambassadors to the nations.
 
ECC has a rich history of preaching the gospel in
Abu Dhabi. You can learn more about ECC and
its beliefs, leadership, covenant, practices and
history at our church website: www.eccad.org.
We are committed to biblical worship, expository
preaching, covenant community, servant
shepherds, and faithful witness. Our members
represent dozens of nations and traditions and
denominations, but we come together under the
authority of the Bible and in gospel unity. On a
normal Friday, you'll see people from all over the
world gathering at our 8:30am and 10:15am
worship services. We sing, pray, give, and hear
the word preached. You'll also see a dynamic
teen and children's ministry, adult discipleship
classes, life groups, and other activities that help
us grow as disciples of Jesus Christ. As ECC has
grown in loving God, his Word, his people, and
his mission for over 50 years, we hope to
reproduce by planting a like-minded church in
Ruwais.

RUWAIS-AT-A-GLANCE

 
The city of Ruwais is 2 to 2.5 hours west of Abu Dhabi
by car, near the border with Saudi Arabia. It is rapidly
growing in population, with projections to be the third
largest city in the UAE by 2030. There is currently no
officially recognized English-speaking evangelical
church there, but there are informal Christian groups
from many different nations who are requesting that
we come plant an official church.
 
The tolerant UAE authorities are open to giving a visa
for an evangelical pastor in Ruwais. Now is the time to
plant a healthy church in Ruwais!
 
The Church Planter will spend approximately 6 months
serving at ECC and spending time in Ruwais to learn
ECC’s philosophy of ministry, adjust to life in the UAE, 
and get to know the people of Ruwais. After this time,
he can move to Ruwais to be the Senior Pastor of the
new church.


