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Judgment and Salvation in Revelation  

• Setting things right (eternally) involves . . . 
o Relieving the sufferings of God’s faithful witnesses 
o Bringing their oppressors to justice 
o If God is all powerful and all good, justice must be served and suffering must be relieved. 

Revelation is a key element in biblical theodicy. 
• Apocalyptic literature polarizes everything. 

o No gray 
o Either a faithful witness (martys) or an idolatrous rebel giving allegiance to Satan’s pawns 
o E.g., Genesis Flood, Sodom and Gomorrah 

 
Preceding Promises of Protection  

• “In his right hand he held seven stars . . . . ‘[T]he seven stars are the angels of the seven churches.’” 
(1:16, 20) 

• “Do not fear what you about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, 
that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will 
give you the crown of life.” (2:10) 

• “. . . I do not lay on you any other burden. Only hold fast what you have until I come.” (2:24b–25) 
• “Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial 

that is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth.’” (3:10) 
o Popularly understood to refer to the rapture – the removal of believers from earth before 

wrath comes. 
o To “keep from” the hour of trial does not mean to be removed but to be protected: 

 “I ask not that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil 
one” (John 17:15).  

 "And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: 'The words of the first and the last, 
who died and came to life. 9 "'I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are 
rich) and the slander of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a 
synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil 
is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days 
you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of 
life. 11 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one 
who conquers will not be hurt by the second death.' (Revelation 2:8–11 ESV) 

 "'I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is. Yet you hold fast my name, and 
you did not deny my faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who was 
killed among you, where Satan dwells. (Revelation 2:13 ESV) 

 “If 3:10 is referring to a promise of physical preservation before the final 
resurrection, then it is the only text in the whole book that does so” (Beale, 291). 

 Suffering hardens the unrepentant and fortifies the faithful, since the elect are given 
spiritual protection during trials. 
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The Sealing of the Saints (ch. 7:1–8) 
• Everyone is keen to talk about the mark of the beast, what it is, what it means to receive it, etc. But 

the mark put on God’s servants in this chapter is far more significant. 
• A pause in the inexorable march toward final judgment 
• Context: between 6th and 7th seals 

o Dramatic effect: “Who can stand?” (6:17) 
o Just like the first Exodus, when God’s people are sealed after the penultimate plague, then 

the end comes. 
• Timing: unclear 

o Plenty of “harm” in the preceding judgments, which is supposed to have been restrained 
until the sealing is done (7:3). 

o This is an apocalyptic moment that may not correspond to any actual moment in human 
chronology. The sealing is juxtaposed at this point of the narrative for dramatic reasons. 

• Meaning: Protection from apostasy (cf. 2:13) 
o Mark 13:22 – “For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform signs and 

wonders, to lead astray, if possible, the elect.” 
o Ownership and authentication (slaves marked on foreheads) – designations of membership 

in God’s covenant community, maintaining them “in a consecrated condition, set apart from 
sinful defilement and the consequent wrath,” just like Aaron’s bearing the seal of God on his 
forehead in Exod 28:11 (Beale, 412). 

o The winds of v. 1 probably represent satanic power bent on destruction 
• Identity 

o Failure to observe the symbolism of the 144,000 runs the risk of falling into heresies such 
as the Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

o 12,000 from each of the tribes of Israel, right? 
 True “Jews” in Revelation not by ethnicity (2:9; 3:9) 
 Residents of the “New Jerusalem” are a “new Israel” (cf. 1:6 // 5:10; 3:12) 
 The people of God are a composite from both covenants and comprise “every tribe 

and language and people and nation” (5:9) 
o Count them again:  

 Judah first, no Dan, Levi included, no tribe of Joseph 
• Dan and Ephraim both profoundly associated with idolatry in OT prophecy 

 Ten tribes lost tribal identity in Assyrian exile (722 BC); Judah and Benjamin in AD 
70. 

o Military census of the Lamb’s army 
 OT census was most commonly done to determine military strength (Num 1:3, 18, 

20; 26:2, 4; 1 Chron 27:23; 2 Sam 24:1–9) 
 Those counted in the OT were males of military age – called “male virgins” in Rev 

14:1–4 
 Qumran community expected imminent messianic war to reconquer the promised 

land, used Numbers 1 census in “War Scroll” (1QM) to organize their community 
into twelve tribal groupings. 

 Eschatological expectation of the return of the ten tribes under the leader from 
Judah. 

o Most clearly, the sealed are “the servants of God” (7:3) 
o WHAT IS HEARD: military census of eschatological Israel arrayed for holy war 
o WHAT IS SEEN: innumerable multi-ethnic victors 
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The Saints Triumphant (ch. 7:9–17) 
• Fulfillment of Abrahamic promises 
• Celebrating victory (palm branches) 
• Purity achieved through sacrifice 
• “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation” (7:14) 

o Preserved through trial (not escaping it) 
 Their previous existence involved being unsheltered, hungry, thirsty, scorched, and 

tearful. 
o Promised the blessings of New Jerusalem 

 
The 144,000 Revisited (ch. 14:1–5) 

• The Lamb and his marked people 
• Harps and song – Makes this sound like heaven in its final, eschatological sense, but there may be 

an inaugurated aspect of this. 
• “redeemed from mankind as firstfruits for God and the Lamb” (14:4) 

o The first and best part – normal connotation of “firstfruits” 
o Sign of more to come . . . ? 

 The seeming implication is that the harvest has begun and more will follow, in other 
words, that the 144,000 are an elite subgroup of the redeemed.  
OR 

o Exception to the negative harvest metaphor (14:14–20) 
 When the harvest is completed at the end of ch. 14, God’s wrath is spent in 

judgment. This is not a positive image at all. The harvest metaphor appears 
bifurcated, with the firstfruits being those that are spared the violence of sickle, 
whereas the rest is cut down to be trampled. 

 If the 144,000 are literal, we must accept as literal every aspect of their description, 
especially their being celibate men.  

 They are virgins in that they are betrothed to one husband, namely Christ, an image 
frequently appearing in the OT to describe Israel in its undefiled worship of YHWH (2 
Kings 19:21; Isa 37:22; Jer 14:17; 18:13; 31:4, 13, 21; Lam 1:15; 2:13; Amos 5:2) 

 Israel redeemed from Egypt called “holy to the LORD, the first of his harvest” (Jer 
2:3) 

o Characteristics: 
 Resisting identification with the idolatrous world system 
 Followers of Jesus – in the literal sense, going where he went, doing what he did, 

bearing the marks of their death like him, being faithful witnesses, witnessing for 
the truth in spite of pressure to compromise 

 Sacrificial offerings to God – living sacrifices or martyrs 
• “To limit the number to a select group of believers dilutes the figurative force of completeness 

connoted by the number” (Beale, NIGTC, 733). 
 
The Church’s Witness (ch. 11) 

• God’s people are sealed not for their own sake but for their task 
• Vv. 1–2: Temple? altar? worshipers? 

o Preterist position: Herodian temple 
o Futurist (dispensational): literal reconstructed temple protected for 3.5 years 
o Symbolic: protection of the church (temple) in the midst of the world (outer court) 

 


