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A Parody of Rome 

• The Great Prostitute 
o What is HEARD: Seated on many waters (17:2) = “multitudes and nations and languages” 

(17:15) 
o What is SEEN: Seated on a 7-headed beast (17:3)  
o What is INTERPRETED: Great city exerting dominion over the earth’s kings (17:18), seated 

on seven mountains (17:9) 
• The Beast 

o What is HEARD: Kings of the earth have committed immorality with her (17:2) 
o What is SEEN: Satanic monster carries the woman (17:3)  
o What is INTERPRETED: seven kings, ten client kings (17:10–13) 

 
Antithesis of the Lamb’s Bride 

• Introduced by angel of bowl judgments in strikingly similar language 
o 17:1, 3 // 21:9–10 

• Adornment 
o Gold, jewels, pearls (17:4, 16 // 21:18–21) 

• Dealings with nations 
o Seduction and intoxication (17:2) vs. enlightening (21:24) 
o Receives trade goods to amass luxury (18:9–13) vs. “the glory and honor of the nations” 

(21:26) 
• Glory 

o Self-glorifying (17:7) vs. filled with the glory of God and the Lamb (21:22–23) 
 
Rome and Roman imperialism through the lens of Hebrew prophets (deSilva, Unholy Allegiances, 65) 

• Deeply rooted in OT prophetic critiques of Babylon and Tyre (Isaiah 23–24, 27; Jeremiah 50–51; 
Ezekiel 26–28). 

• Idolatry 
o Roma Aeterna – “I sit as a queen, I am no widow, and mourning I shall never see” (18:7) 

 “John knows a God who allots to all kingdoms their times and seasons, and history 
has never known a kingdom that has failed to fall from its height into obscurity and 
subjugation to other kingdoms. God intervenes to bring low those rulers or empires 
that forget and affront God’s sovereign oversight.” (deSilva, 69) 

• Injustice 
o Violence against dissenters 

 Drunk with the blood of the saints (17:6) 
 Responsible for the blood of “all who have been slain on earth” (18:24) 
 Empire is forged through conquest 

• E.g,. Titus’s suppression of Jewish Revolt (AD 66–70), Nero’s targeting of 
Christians 

o Economic exploitation 
 Indulgence and luxury (18:3, 7), ostentatious wealth (17:4), neglecting poor. 
 Importing from the poor to feed the rich (18:12–13) 



 Consumption, not provision, characterizes the empire. Those who prosper are 
merchants and shipmasters, not those who are governed. 

 Slavery fueled the economy (1/4 of the empire’s population was enslaved). 
 Participating in the economic system was “a dangerous lure toward sharing in 

the violence and political injustice that undergirded [it]” (deSilva, 68): 
siphoning off resources to satisfy the cravings of Rome’s elite. 

 “a person cannot share in the profits of domination without also sharing in 
responsibility for its crimes” (deSilva, 69) 

 
The rest of the story 

• Babylon is judged and left a wasteland (18:1–24). 
• The Messiah returns to defeat those hostile to God’s rule (19:11–21) 
• A new society is founded—New Jerusalem—in which the nations are healed rather than 

conquered and exploited  (21:1–27). 
 

Application Experiment: The Babylonian Economy in Today’s World 
• “Come out of her, my people, lest you take part in her sins” (18:4) 

o Indulgence and luxury 
o Exploitation of the poor 
o Human trafficking 
o Whom does our industry and trade support?  
o Are we promoting justice and the healing of the nations? 
o What values are reflected in our spending and investing? 

 
Features of Empire (from Michael Gorman, Reading Revelation Responsibly, 145–46) 
 

1. Seduces the powerful and intoxicates common people with the promise of security and ease 
2. Territorially grand and ideologically expansive 
3. Masks abominations with benefactions 
4. Ultimately anti-God, anti-Christ 
5. Grows through acquiescence of the conquered 
6. Often dies of self-inflicted wounds 
7. Individual empires are manifestations of the theological construct 
 

 


