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Two Ways 

• In the simple, literal interpretation, we get a complex fulfillment 
o A bloody Jesus destroying the nations (19:15) 
o Gargantuan slaughter and carrion feast (19:17–21) 
o Replacement earth, replacement heaven, no sea (21:1) 
o Gigantic cube city alights on earth (21:2, 10) 

 Sitting at a tangent to the curve of the earth, its corners are 15 miles above ground 
or its center descends 15 miles into the earth 

 orbital dynamics, catastrophic climate changes, magnetic fields 
• In the complex, symbolic interpretation, we get a simple fulfillment 

o Which I’ll get to shortly. 
•  

Why Apocalyptic? 
• God could have revealed to us in thorough detail what the future would hold. He could have given 

us some vague sketches in an epistolary form or even prophetic genre. Instead, we have this 
apocalypse, in which layers of symbols and visionary sequences recast the past, present, and 
future in drastic relief. Why? 

• I think God is intending to capture not only our minds and hearts, but our imaginations as well. 
Revelation speaks to our emotions, like the Psalms, giving vent to sufferers’ cries of “How long?” 
and sending a jolt of electricity into the complacent pew-warmers. 

 
Final Judgment 

• A note on scenes of hyper violent destruction (Gorman, 150–51) 
o Empire brings about its own demise (horns hate the prostitute, 17:16–17) 
o Mercy tempers judgment (1/4 or 1/3 destroyed in seals, trumpets) 
o “In the figure of the slaughtered Lamb—himself the victim of imperial violence—raised by 

God we see God’s life-giving, nonviolent, counter-Roman means of triumph” (Gorman, 151) 
o Final victory comes not from military action but from words of the sacrificial Christ. 
o Judgment begins following mankind’s refusal to repent. 
o Salvation, not destruction, is the end goal. 
o The text does not urge us toward the violent overthrow of empire. 

• An important point 
o Judgment is a “reserved power,” the responsibility and privilege of God and the Lamb. The 

church is to announce it but never to carry it out. 
o Ironically, though, the church brings about final judgment by its prayers, and its witness 

solidifies God’s case against the earthdwellers. 
o If God could speak the world into existence, why not eradicate evil from it with calamitous 

judgments and extraordinary violence? Here we must remember that the visions of 
judgment employ symbolic, apocalyptic imagery to describe the effect of divine 
judgment, not its means (Gorman, 152–53) 

o There are five scenes in Revelation describing the build-up to a final battle—in none of 
them does any fighting actually occur! 

 



 
Hallelujah Chorus 

• Vv. 1–6: angelic chorus celebrates the destruction of Babylon 
o Given the chiasm of the enemies of God, the fall of the first assures the destruction of the 

rest. 
 
The Bride Introduced 

•  V. 8: Soteriology in Revelation 
o Justification: “it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure” 
o Sanctification: “the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints” 

 More accurately, the linen represents vindicating deeds, i.e., the purity resulting from 
successfully passing a test of persevering faith (Beale, 936). 

 Note Christ’s role in this, who presents his bride holy and blameless (Eph 5:25) 
 
Christ Victorious over Babylon’s Allies 

• Christ: 
o Faithful and True (11) 
o Righteous judge and warrior (11) 
o Eyes aflame (12) 
o Crowned (12) 
o Secret name (12) 
o Robe dipped in blood (13) 
o Word of God (13) 
o Messianic destiny (15) 
o Divine identity (16) 

• Christ’s army: 
o Arrayed in fine linen, white and pure (14) 
o Following on white horses 
o Non-combatant witnesses of Christ’s victory 

• The Great Feast (vv. 17–18) 
o Ezekiel 39:17–20 
o Followed directly (Ezekiel 40) by transport to a high mountain and a vision of the 

eschatological temple! Key interpretive grid for Rev 19–22. 
• The first occupants of the lake of fire 

 
New Heavens and Earth 

• What does it mean by “new”? 
o Replaced or Renewed? 
o Continuity or discontinuity? 
o Wholly new (the re-creative work of God), but the fulfillment of God’s purposes for 

creation. 
 Not an escape from physical creation but its fulfillment. 
 Eugene Peterson: We tend to forget that it says new heavens and EARTH. “The 

frequency with which St. John’s vision of heaven is bloated by make-believe into an 
antibiblical fantasy is one of the wonders of the world” (Reversed Thunder, 171). 

 N. T. Wright: “the marriage of heaven and earth . . . the ultimate rejection of all types 
of Gnosticism, of every worldview that . . . [separates] the physical from the spiritual. 
. . . It is the final answer to the [second petition of] the Lord’s Prayer” (Surprised by 
Hope, 104). 

o E.g., bodily resurrection (1 Cor 6 and 15)  



• Notable absences 
o Sea (21:1) 

 Symbol of chaos, evil, and judgment (Daniel 7) 
o Death (21:4) 
o Tears, mourning, crying (21:4) 
o Evil, uncleanness, cursed things/persons (21:8, 27; 22:3) 
o Temple (21:22) 

 “its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb” 
o Sun, moon, luminaries–yet no night! (21:23, 25; 22:5) 
o Closed gates (21:25) 

• Notable appearances 
o City/civilization/culture 

 “Return to nature” is not man’s highest good! 
 Cultural treasures brought in 

o God’s perceptible presence 
 Veil between earth and heaven is gone 

o River, tree of life 
o Healed nations (22:2) 

• Symbolic character 
o People 

 “‘Come, I will show you the Bride . . . .’ And he showed me the holy city Jerusalem 
coming down out of heaven from God” (21:9–10) 

 12 tribes on gates; 12 apostles on foundations; 12 angels; 12,000 stadia in 
length/width/height; wall 144 cubits thick; 12 foundation jewels 

 Roughly the size of the landmass of the entire Roman empire, i.e., the world as John 
and his readers knew it 

o Paradise 
 Precious stones, gold 
 River of life 
 Tree of life 

o Presence 
 God fills all things with his glory 
 Cube structure: Holy of Holies 

 


