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The Church’s Witness (ch. 11) 

• Symbolic Measuring: OT Background 

o Ezekiel 40–48 

o Zechariah 2 

o KEY: certainty of God’s purpose 

o INTENT: measuring out God’s blessing/protection 

 

• V. 1: Temple, altar, worshipers measured =  

o Church as temple 

� 1 Cor 3:16–17 

� 2 Cor 6:16 

� Eph 2:21–22 

� 1 Pet 2:5 

o The altar as Christian worship 

� Heb 13:10–16 

o Measuring the temple, altar, and worshipers symbolizes the spiritual protection of the 

church and its worship. 

 

• V. 2: Outer court given to be trampled = 

o 42 months of trampling by Gentiles 

� Cf. Luke 21:24 – “They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive among all 

nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of 

the Gentiles are fulfilled.” 

� Cf. Daniel 8:9–13, the little horn who tramples on God’s people and the sanctuary 

o Symbolizes believers’ susceptibility to earthly harm and persecution. 

 

• Vv. 3–13: God’s protection of the church’s prophetic witness 

o Following on the heels of 10:11, the necessity of bearing prophetic witness to the nations is 

foremost in context. 

o Symbolic of the church 

� Called lampstands (v. 4), as in 1:20 

� The recipients of the beast’s wrath and conquest (v. 7) – the beast of ch. 13 makes 

war against the saints (13:7) 

� Whole world of unbelievers sees their defeat and vindication (vv. 9–13). We don’t 

need to postulate TV coverage to render this plausible. It’s the worldwide witness of 

the church. 

� 3½ years of prophesying, corresponding to the years of the church’s protection in 

the wilderness (ch. 12) 

� Their ministry is called testimony (v. 7), a key term in Revelation 

� They possess a mixture of Moses and Elijah, but not as individuals; as a unit.  

 

 

 



 

o “Two olive trees and the two lampstands” (v. 4) 

� Zechariah 4 – Joshua and Zerubbabel, priestly and kingly offices by which God will 

provide for his people. The Spirit empowers their ministry of rebuilding on behalf of 

the whole covenant community. 

� Not very important figures in the original context, but key for combining the 

messianic offices of king and priest and functioning as a light (witness). 

o Words of fire (v. 5) and plagues (v. 6) come from the faithful witness of God’s servants 

� Note the effect of the faithful ministry of God’s people, like the prayers of the saints 

that send judgment on the earth in ch. 8 

� Jeremiah’s prophecies are described as fire to consume the dry wood of faithless 

Israel (Jer 5:14) – Not just metaphorical, either! There was the actual burning of 

Jerusalem. 

� “Every kind of plague” is the language of 1 Sam 4:8, when the Philistines were facing 

the ark in battle, which was notorious for bringing “every sort of plague” on the 

Egyptians. This is Exodus language. 

� These plagues are the same as the judgment heptads, but here they originate from 

the church, not directly from the throne of God. This indicates a powerful role for 

God’s people in bringing about the transfer of power from the kingdoms of this 

world to the kingdom of the Lord and of his Christ! 

o The Beast introduced 

� Interesting use of present tense participle in v. 7 – “that rises from the bottomless 

pit.” Caird thinks this portrays the beastly power as habitually rising, 

characteristically responding in opposition to the faithful proclamation of the 

gospel. 

o Death and resurrection 

� The beast, Daniel’s little horn, makes war on the saints and conquers them (Daniel 

7:21). Like Christ, we paradoxically conquer in being conquered. The blood of the 

martyrs is the seed of the church. 

� Portrayed like exiled Israel’s return to life in the new work of the Spirit (Ezek 37:5–

10).  

o Judgment and Vindication 

� The vindication of the church is the judgment of the world. 

� Reverse remnant principle: instead of a tenth remaining, only a tenth falls, an 

indication of divine mercy? Earthquake suggests final judgment, but it’s not as bad 

as it could be. 

� The giving of glory to God may be indicative of repentance. If so, it’s not insignificant 

that the one time in Revelation the earthdwellers repent is not after plagues and 

judgments but after the faithful, sacrificial witness of the church. 

 

The Martyrs' Reign (ch. 20) 

• It's important to differentiate the different levels of communication: (1) visionary level, (2) 

referential level, and (3) symbolic level (Beale, 973). That words such as "serpent," "locked," 

"sealed," and "beast" are symbols implies that other terms such as "resurrection" and "life" maybe 

be also (Beale, 974). 

• A post-millennial battle requires survivors, who would have to be descendants of the original 

battle's survivors or else descendants of Christians who have been tempted into following Satan. 

The battle of chapter 19 leaves no survivors given the apocalyptic nature of the conflict (Beale, 

981).  

• God's wrath has already been exhausted and the judgment that takes place in chapter 19 (Beale, 

982). 



• Not deceiving the nations any longer implies that Satan is not the one doing it, not that the nations 

are not being deceived (Beale, 983). Furthermore, the specific curtailment of Satan's deceptive 

operations in conjunction with the work of Christ is a plausible scenario.  

• Second Thess 2:6-12 affirms that the mystery of iniquity is already at work, but the fact that it's 

described as a mystery implies that it is somewhat restrained and yet not fully disclosed. it's in the 

end times just prior to Christ's return that restraint is removed and the deception of the nations 

kicks into high gear (Beale, 989). 

 

• Satan bound 

o When did the decisive defeat of the devil occur? 

o Matt 12:29 (Mark 3:27); Luke 10:17-19; John 12:31-33; Col 2:15; Heb 2:14 

o Unable to act against the saints without the use of agents 

o True spiritual harm ruled out 

• "Souls" of saints reign in triumph with Christ, beyond the reach of final judgment 

o  

• Even premillennialists regard the sitting on thrones aspect as figurative (Beale, 996). 

• The vindication of the saints corresponds to the judgment on Satan and consists of resurrection 

life and kingship (Beale, 1001).  

• In favor of the pre-millennial position it is observed that resurrection of "the rest of the dead" in v. 

5 is physical (Beale, 1003). Answer: difference between zaō and anastasis (Beale, 1004-5).  

• A major impetus for the early adoption of premillennialism was the expectation of the imminent 

return of Christ. Delay of the parousia would have been required by an intervening millennium 

(Beale, 1018).  

 

 


