
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com.
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 23 • Session 4 

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)
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TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 98

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 100

Unit 23 • Session 4 

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Luke 12

STORY POINT:  
Jesus taught people not to worry.

KEY PASSAGE: 
John 14:26

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What did Jesus teach when He was 

on earth? Jesus taught about God and 
His kingdom.

Jesus Taught 
About 

Possessions
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LEADER Bible Study
A very large crowd—thousands of people (Luke 12:1)—had gathered 
around Jesus as He taught His disciples. The people recognized Him as 
a rabbi (teacher), so it was not unusual that someone called out, asking 
Jesus to settle a financial dispute. But Jesus knew the man was motivated 
by greed, and He told a story.

In Jesus’ parable, a rich man had so many crops that he decided to tear 
down his barns and build bigger ones. That way, he could store everything 
he had and take it easy. But the man was foolish and short-sighted. He 
didn’t consider he could die that very night. The saying is true: “You can’t 
take it with you.” Rather than storing up treasures for ourselves, we should 
live to glorify God and live generously, using what we have on earth to 
make an eternal impact.

Jesus also addressed worry with His disciples. Jesus’ followers should not 
be anxious about their basic needs. God takes care of the birds and the 
flowers. People are God’s most valuable and beloved creatures; we can 
trust Him to provide for us!

Jesus contrasted the way the unsaved Gentiles lived with how believers 
should live. Unbelievers seek wealth and possessions as if that was the 
main goal in life. They act like God does not care about their needs. But 
our focus should not be on ourselves, our wealth and our possessions; 
we should focus on God’s kingdom. We do not need to worry. God will 
provide. He is glad to give us what we need!

God gives us good gifts on earth. We can steward these gifts for His glory. 
Earthly treasures will not last forever. When Jesus is our greatest treasure, 
we can live generously and trust God to provide what we need.
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The BIBLE Story

 Jesus Taught About Possessions
Luke 12

A very large crowd came to learn from Jesus. Someone in the 
crowd said, “Teacher, tell my brother to share our father’s money and 
possessions with me.”

Jesus said, “Do not be greedy. Life is not about what 
you own.”

Then Jesus told the people a story: “A 
rich man owned land that produced 

many crops. He did not have 
anywhere to put them all, so he 

said, ‘I will tear down my barns 
and build bigger ones. Then, I 
will have so much stored up 
that I can stop working and 
relax.’ But God told the man, 
‘You are a fool! You could die 
tonight, and then what good 
is everything you have?’” Jesus 
told this story to warn people 

who store up treasures on earth 
and are not generous toward God.

Then Jesus told His disciples, 
“Do not worry about what you will 

eat or what you will wear. Do birds 
plant grain or collect it? No. Yet God feeds 

them. Aren’t you worth more than birds?”
Jesus also said, “Think about the wildflowers. 

Do they work or make clothing? No. Yet they are better dressed than 
a great and rich king in his fancy clothes. If that is how God takes 
care of grass—which grows today and is cut down tomorrow—how 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Show pictures: 
Find pictures of crops, 
barns, birds, flowers, 
treasure, and any 
other scenes from 
the Bible story online. 
Print the pictures 
and show them at the 
appropriate moments 
in the Bible story.

• Look outside: 
Go outside or look 
through a window 
as you tell the Bible 
story. If visible, 
motion towards birds 
and flowers as you 
talk about them.

94 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 23 • Session 4 

Unit 1 • Session 1

© 2020 LifeWay



 Jesus Taught About Possessions
Luke 12

A very large crowd came to learn from Jesus. Someone in the 
crowd said, “Teacher, tell my brother to share our father’s money and 
possessions with me.”

Jesus said, “Do not be greedy. Life is not about what 
you own.”

Then Jesus told the people a story: “A 
rich man owned land that produced 

many crops. He did not have 
anywhere to put them all, so he 

said, ‘I will tear down my barns 
and build bigger ones. Then, I 
will have so much stored up 
that I can stop working and 
relax.’ But God told the man, 
‘You are a fool! You could die 
tonight, and then what good 
is everything you have?’” Jesus 
told this story to warn people 

who store up treasures on earth 
and are not generous toward God.

Then Jesus told His disciples, 
“Do not worry about what you will 

eat or what you will wear. Do birds 
plant grain or collect it? No. Yet God feeds 

them. Aren’t you worth more than birds?”
Jesus also said, “Think about the wildflowers. 

Do they work or make clothing? No. Yet they are better dressed than 
a great and rich king in his fancy clothes. If that is how God takes 
care of grass—which grows today and is cut down tomorrow—how 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Show pictures: 
Find pictures of crops, 
barns, birds, flowers, 
treasure, and any 
other scenes from 
the Bible story online. 
Print the pictures 
and show them at the 
appropriate moments 
in the Bible story.

• Look outside: 
Go outside or look 
through a window 
as you tell the Bible 
story. If visible, 
motion towards birds 
and flowers as you 
talk about them.

much more will He do for you?”
Jesus told His disciples to not worry. “Seek God’s 

kingdom,” He said. “God will give you what you need.” 
God is happy to give His children the kingdom.

Finally Jesus said, “Sell what you have and give to the 
poor. A thief can take away treasure on earth, but treasure 
stored in heaven lasts forever. Where your treasure is, that 
is where your heart is too.”

Christ Connection: Jesus is our greatest treasure. Jesus came 
down from heaven to live on earth with nothing. He obeyed God 
to set up His kingdom. We can give cheerfully and trust God to 
give us everything we need.

9595Jesus the Teacher

© 2020 LifeWay



INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Taught About Possessions
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 12
STORY POINT: Jesus taught people not to worry.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:26
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus 

taught about God and His kingdom.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Help preschoolers cross out the things that do not belong in 
the picture.
SAY • I’ve never seen a bird farming or a flower sewing! 

But how do the birds have enough to eat if they 
don’t grow food? And who dressed the flowers so 
beautifully? [Allow responses.] God takes care of them! 
And God takes care of us too. We don’t need to 
worry about having what we need. Listen to today’s 
Bible story to learn more. 

Guess who has it
Form a circle on the floor. Choose a child to sit in the 
middle with a small Bible behind her back. The child in 
the middle will close her eyes, and you will choose another 
child to silently take the Bible and return to his spot in the 
circle. Once the Bible is hidden, tell the child in the middle 

• “Just As I Am” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “That’s Silly!” activity 
page, 1 per child

• crayons or markers

• small Bible

Tip: Remind children 
to be gentle and 
respectful as they 
take the Bible. 
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to open her eyes and guess who has the Bible. Reveal the 
child with the Bible after three guesses and play again.
SAY • That was a fun game, but it would be sad if someone 

really did take my Bible. Can anyone take away 
God’s words that I have memorized though? No! 
People might take things that are special to us on 
earth, but there is a kind of treasure that no one 
can take away from us. Jesus taught us to seek that 
treasure and not worry about other stuff. Listen to 
our Bible story today to learn what that treasure is! 

Assemble care packages
Provide index cards, gallon-sized ziplock bags, basic 
necessity items, and small Bibles. Invite children to decorate 
an index card as you explain that children will assemble care 
packages for people who do not have everything they need. 
Form an assembly line. Guide children to add one of each 
item to a ziplock bag. Direct children to put their decorated 
index cards in a bag to take home. Contact parents during 
the week with suggestions of how to give away the care 
packages.
SAY • God has given us everything we need, so we can share 

with people who don’t have enough. Jesus told His 
disciples to give to the poor. When we give, we show 
people that God cares for them!

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to flap their arms like flying birds as they 
move to Bible study.

• index cards
• gallon-sized ziplock 

bags
• crayons or markers
• stickers
• basic necessity 

items (travel-sized 
toiletries, new 
socks, pop-top 
canned food, plastic 
utensils, tissues, wet 
wipes, and so forth)

• small Bibles to give 
away

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Taught About Possessions
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 12
STORY POINT: Jesus taught people not to worry.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:26
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus 

taught about God and His kingdom.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Luke 12 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • Did Jesus always speak God’s words? Yes! People like 

Luke wrote down Jesus’ words in the Bible, so we can 
still read God’s true word today. 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story 
of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • A lot of people worry about money. After all, we 

need to buy things like food and clothing. But Jesus 
taught people not to worry. He explained that God 
knows what we need and He loves us. We can give 
cheerfully and trust God to give us everything we 
need. Giving helps our hearts love God. Jesus is our 
greatest treasure. Jesus came from heaven to live on 
earth with nothing. He obeyed God to set up His 
kingdom. We can obey to build God’s kingdom too!

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Jesus Taught About 

Possessions” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

Tip: Be sensitive to 
children who are 
truly in need. Make 
sure families know 
how to get help at 
your church.
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Practice the key passage 
Before the session, place the key passage marker at 
John 14:26, hide the Bible in the room, and create a 
treasure map to find it. Surprise children with the map 
instead of the Bible. Guide the children on a treasure hunt. 
When they find the Bible, invite a child to open it to the 
key passage. Read the key passage aloud.
SAY • The Bible is a treasure because it tells us about our 

greatest treasure—Jesus! God gives the Holy Spirit to 
remind us of what Jesus taught about His kingdom.

Sing the key passage song, “The Holy Spirit,” and the 
theme song, “Just As I Am.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Jesus taught that giving to the poor is one way that 

we store up treasure in heaven. Jesus taught people 
not to worry. Money isn’t just for buying what we 
need. More importantly, money is for helping build 
God’s kingdom on earth. What did Jesus teach 
when He was on earth? Jesus taught about God 
and His kingdom. 

Missions moment
SAY • We’ve been learning about the Balasinghams, 

a missionary family in Canada. Let me tell you more 
about their story and how they started a church. 
Jesus is teaching them not to worry about the things 
they need. He takes care of them.

Ask a volunteer to hold the family picture while you read 
the short story.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Bible 
• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “The Holy Spirit 

(John 14:26)” song
• “Just As I Am” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “More About the 
Balasinghams” 
printable
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Taught About Possessions
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 12
STORY POINT: Jesus taught people not to worry.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:26
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus 

taught about God and His kingdom.

Go on a nature walk
Lead children on a walk outside looking for flowers and 
birds. Pause to admire the beauty of the flowers and remind 
children what Jesus said about them. Watch what the birds 
do and remind preschoolers that God provides for them. 
Praise God for the reminders of Himself in His creation.
SAY • Jesus taught people not to worry. He reminded 

people how God cares for His creation—that 
includes us! We can give cheerfully and trust God 
to give us everything we need. He already gave us 
everything we need to trust Him! God shows His 
love for us through Jesus, His Word, and creation. 
Thank you, God!

Pass the treasure
Post an allergy alert. Give each child a cup. Form a circle. 
Pour several chocolate gold coins in one child’s cup. When 
music plays, he will pour his coins into his neighbor’s cup. 
Then she will pour her coins into the next child’s cup. 
Preschoolers will continue passing the treasure until the 
music stops. The child with coins in his cup when the 
music stops will choose a child and pour all his coins in her 
cup. Continue play as desired and allow each child to have a 
coin when finished.

• walking rope 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• cups
• chocolate gold coins
• “The Holy Spirit 

(John 14:26)” song 
(optional)

• “Just As I Am” song 
(optional)
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SAY • Thanks for sharing the treasure! Giving up something 
you really want to keep is hard. Jesus told a story 
about a rich man who didn’t want to share. Only 
treasure in heaven lasts forever. Jesus is our greatest 
treasure. Jesus came down from heaven to live on 
earth with nothing. He obeyed God to set up His 
kingdom. What did Jesus teach when He was on 
earth? Jesus taught about God and His kingdom. 
We can give cheerfully and trust God to give us 
everything we need.

Decorate envelopes
Provide art supplies and three envelopes for each child. On 
the first envelope, print 1. GIVE and explain that the first 
thing we do with the money God gives us is give part of it 
back to God. On the second envelope, print 2. SAVE and 
explain that the next thing to do with our money is save 
some of it for important expenses. On the third envelope, 
print 3. SPEND and explain that the last thing we do with 
our money is spend it on what we need or want. Invite 
children to decorate their envelopes with pictures to help 
them remember what each envelope is for. Give each child 
several coins to practice with. Contact parents during the 
week, suggesting they help their child sort any money he or 
she receives into the envelopes as a first lesson in budgeting.
SAY • Jesus saw how much people worried about what 

they had or didn’t have. Jesus taught people not to 
worry. He said, “Seek God’s kingdom. God will give 
you what you need.” Jesus told His disciples to give 
to the poor, and they will store up treasure in heaven. 
We can give cheerfully and trust God to give us 
everything we need! 

• envelopes, 3 per child
• markers or crayons 
• stickers 
• other art supplies
• coins, at least 3 per 

child

Tip: Write each 
word on an index 
card. Challenge 
older preschoolers 
to write the words 
on their envelopes 
on their own.
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Lace flowers
Print the “Flower Lacing Cards” on heavyweight colored 
paper. Cut out the flowers and punch holes where 
indicated. Show children how to thread a shoelace down 
through one hole and back up the next hole. Explain that 
lacing is similar to how people sew clothing. Encourage 
preschoolers to practice lacing around or across each flower 
shape.
SAY • Practicing sewing on flowers was fun! But no one 

sews clothing for real flowers. God gives flowers their 
beautiful petals. Jesus said, “If that is how God takes 
care of grass—which grows today and is cut down 
tomorrow—how much more will He do for you?” 
Jesus taught people not to worry. God loves and 
cares for people more than flowers! We can trust God 
to give us everything we need.

Talk about needs
Pack a bag with a few items to represent needs: 

water, food, clothes, shelter, money, Bible, and so forth. 
Form a circle on the floor. Take items out of the bag one at 
a time. Ask preschoolers to tell why each item is a need. Pass 
the items around the circle, then set them in front of you. 
Show the Bible last. Remind preschoolers all people need 
Jesus. The Bible teaches us about Jesus.
SAY • Jesus taught people not to worry about the things 

we need. When we pray and give an offering at 
church, God uses us to help missionaries. The money 
we give helps missionaries, like the Balasinghams, 
have clean water, food, a place to live, clothes, and 
money so that they can tell people about Jesus. We 
can tell people about Jesus too!

• “Flower Lacing 
Cards” printable

• heavyweight colored 
paper

• scissors (adult-use)
• hole punch 
• shoelaces

• bag or small suitcase
• bottled water
• item to represent 

food, such as a can, 
box, or individually 
wrapped item

• item to represent 
shelter, such as a toy 
house or photo 

• item to represent 
clothing

• item to represent 
money, such as coins 
or play money

• Bible
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve granola for snack. Talk about how granola is made 
from grains that farmers grew and collected. Instead of 
keeping it all for themselves, the farmers sold most of their 
grain. Then our church was able to buy this granola because 
people gave some of their money to church. Jesus taught 
people not to worry. We can give cheerfully and trust God 
to give us everything we need. Pray again, thanking God for 
all the people who worked to produce the snack.

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. What were the people who followed Jesus worrying 
about? (Money, possessions, food, clothing) 

2. Who feeds the birds? (God)
3. Who dresses the flowers? (God)
4. Who can we ask to give us all we need? (God)
5. Where does treasure last forever? (in heaven)
6. What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus 

taught about God and His kingdom.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• granola (optional) 

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “The Holy Spirit 

(John 14:26)” song
• “Just As I Am” song
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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