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FOUNDATION:
THE LIFE AND DEATH OF JESUS
GRACE AND TRUTH

SERMON
“What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us. The history of
mankind will probably show that no people has ever risen above its religion, and man’s spiritual history will
positively demonstrate that no religion has ever been greater than its idea of God. Worship is pure or base
as the worshiper entertains high or low thoughts of God. For this reason the gravest question before the
Church is always God Himself, and the most portentous fact about any man is not what he at a given time
may say or do, but what he in his deep heart conceives God to be like….All the problems of heaven and
earth, though they were to confront us together and at once, would be nothing compared with the
overwhelming problem of God: That He is; what He is like; and what we as moral beings must do about
Him.”
A.W. TOZER
THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE HOLY

JESUS CAME TO SHOW US WHAT GOD IS REALLY LIKE
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore
witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes
after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16 For from his
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever
seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.
14

JOHN 1:14-18 (ESV)

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by
him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created
through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things
hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be
preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven,
making peace by the blood of his cross.
15

COLOSSIANS 1:15-20 (ESV)

They went each to his own house, 1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2
Early in the morning he came again to the temple. All the people came to him,
and he sat down and taught them. 3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a
woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing her in the midst 4 they
said to him, “Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of adultery. 5
Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do you
say?” 6 This they said to test him, that they might have some charge to bring
against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 7 And
as they continued to ask him, he stood up and said to them, “Let him who is
without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 And once more
he bent down and wrote on the ground. 9 But when they heard it, they went
away one by one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with
the woman standing before him. 10 Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman,
where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 11 She said, “No one, Lord.” And
Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more.”
53

JOHN 7:53-8:11 (ESV)

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
12

JOHN 8:12 (ESV)

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word,
you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will
set you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have
never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become
free’?” 34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who
practices sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house
forever; the son remains forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free
indeed.
31

JOHN 8:31-36 (ESV)
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JESUS CAME TO MAKE THINGS RIGHT – TO SHOW US WHAT WE ARE REALLY
LIKE

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes
in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son
into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be
saved through him.
16

JOHN 3:16-17 (ESV)

“This is how much God loved the world: He gave His Son, His one and only Son.
And this is why: So that no one need be destroyed; by believing in Him anyone
can have a whole and lasting life. God didn't go to all the trouble of sending
his Son merely to point an accusing finger, telling the world how bad it was.
He came to help, to put the world right again.”
JOHN 3:16-17 (THE MESSAGE)

“But in our time something new has been added. What Moses and the
prophets witnessed to all those years has happened. The God-setting-thingsright that we read about has become Jesus-setting-things-right for us. And
not only for us, but for everyone who believes in Him. For there is no difference
between us and them in this. Since we've compiled this long and sorry record
as sinners and proved that we are utterly incapable of living the glorious lives
God wills for us, God did it for us. Out of sheer generosity He puts us in right
standing with Himself. A pure gift. He got us out the mess we're in and
restored us to where He always wanted us to be. And He did it by means of
Jesus Christ.
God sacrificed Jesus on the altar of the world to clear that world of sin.
Having faith in Him sets us in the clear. God decided on this course of action
in full view of the public - to set the world in the clear with Himself through
the sacrifice of Jesus, finally taking care of the sins he had so patiently
endured. This is not only clear, but it's now - this is current history! God sets
things right. He also makes it possible for us to live in His rightness.”
ROMANS 3:21-26 (THE MESSAGE)
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