1. David’s affair with Bathsheba displeased the Lord, and he sent
Nathan to David with a parable about a rich man who had
stolen the lamb of his poor neighbor, though he had many to
spare. David was so incensed that he ordered the greedy man
to be put to death, only to realize he was the greedy man.

REVIEW

2. David was delivered, but punishment must be carried out, and
it was carried out on David’s son.

REVIEW

3. The sin of David represents another sinful fall of the one
appointed to spearhead the Kingdom of God. Much like
Adam’s fall in Genesis 3 and Cain’s sin in Genesis 4, David’s fall
will result in the death of a son (four, in fact). Further, David and
his sons will also be given wise or crafty counsel that will
actually lead to more death and further destruction.

REVIEW

• Following his fall and subsequent repentance, Joab calls for

David to come and finish off the Ammonites.

• Proper convention calls for the king to strike the finishing

blows. David subjugates Ammon and imposes forced labor

R E T U R N T O B AT T L E

• The conflict with Ammon was won, but the real battle was lost.

Of far more weight is the disobedience and lack of holiness of
Yahweh’s anointed.

• In First and Second Samuel all human leadership is flawed,

which means that the kingdom—if there is to be one—can only
be established and maintained by grace. Hence the Samuels
make us lift our eyes to wait for the Messianic King.

R E T U R N T O B AT T L E

• Nathan’s prophecy that the sword would never depart from

David’s house began to work itself out in strife between David’s
sons and in the rebellion of Absalom, and it began to work itself
out in such a way that the sins of David were repeated and
exaggerated by his sons.

• Overall, the storyline of chapters 13–20 is like the story of David

and Bathsheba.

T H E S I N S O F T H E F AT H E R

• A sexual sin was followed by a murder, and afterwards

someone came to David telling a parable that tricked him into
passing judgment against himself.

• A king’s son, he fled from the land to escape the wrath of the

king, sojourned among Gentiles (Arameans in Geshur), and
then returned to Jerusalem.

T H E S I N S O F T H E F AT H E R

• Absalom’s life history was clearly a repetition of David’s own

history.

• Like his son, David fled from the wrath of a king, spent time in

exile among Gentiles, came back into the land and was
proclaimed king—in Hebron.

• Absalom was, however, a photo negative of David, a

counterfeit image of his father.

T H E S I N S O F T H E F AT H E R

• David fled from Saul because of Saul’s irrational hostility to him,

not because of any evil on his part, but Absalom fled because he
had committed murder.

• Absalom was the man that Saul thought David was.

T H E S I N S O F T H E F AT H E R

• Taking Bathsheba was an Adamic sin, a sin of seizing forbidden

fruit, and David was driven out of the garden-city as a result.

• The curse on David’s house worked itself out in a Cain-and-Abel

rivalry between Absalom and Amnon, which leads to Absalom’s
exile from the land.
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• These two sins together interrupted David’s kingdom, and this

stands in the place of the “flood” judgment in Genesis 6–9.

• David presided over a divided house much as Jacob did, and

like Jacob, David lost control of his sons.
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• Reuben lost his position by a sin against his father, taking his

concubine

• Simeon and Levi were cursed because they slew the

circumcised “brothers” in the city of Shechem

• Judah, became preeminent among his brothers.
• When the dust cleared for David’s family, Solomon, the fourth

son and true “Judah,” remained on the throne
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