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Stephanie Hendricks (hendricks.step@gmail.com)

I felt cursed and condemned a�er a supernatural
experience as a child. It prevented me from believing in
the gospel. As the years went by, bad things continually
happened. Later, I became a recluse when I was bullied
and yet again a�er being sexually assaulted. I tried
everything the world offered and suggested but they
were all false hopes. Nothing could heal me. I was
beyond broken, clinically depressed and suicidal.

My first suicide attempt was foiled in what could only
have been a divine intervention. I wasted no time in
pursuing God, not knowing then that He was the one
who was pursuing me. However, the gospel was still incomprehensible to me. It
was only when a colleague tried sharing it with me that it suddenly hit me like a
ton of bricks. I realised I was evil and needed a saviour. There was nothing I could
do to save myself. I began reading the Bible and was deeply convicted of my sin. I
learnt that the wages of sin is death but “God so loved the world that he gave his
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life.”( John 3:16)

My faith continued growing through hearing the faithful preaching of the word
and I prayed to God for forgiveness and repented of my sins. I placed my trust in
Jesus, believing him to be fully God and fully man. He lived the perfect sinless life
I could not live and died the death I deserved, yet he rose from the grave on the
third day, overcoming sin and death!

A few sisters in the church have been walking alongside me through this journey
of faith and I am so grateful for them. They constantly point me back to Jesus
even as I continue to face the challenges of life. Suicide no longer comforts me
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like it used to. What comforts me is God’s love for me, shown through having
given his only son, Jesus Christ, who died on the cross for my sins. The darkness
still descends upon me but I know that “In him was life, and the life was the light
of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it”.
( John 1:4-5)

The gospel has changed everything for me. It is the only reason I can live.

Hannah Henning (henningh23@gmail.com)

I grew up in a Christian home going to a Presbyterian
church regularly so I knew about God at an early age. But
I didn't really understand it fully. I used to think if I went
to church and Sunday school I would be ok. It was more
religion that I understood and knew about, and not God
personally. I didn't truly understand my need for God’s
love and forgiveness until I was 9 years old at camp. That
week we learnt a lot about sin and how we are all born
with it and separated from God because of it. A leader
was giving his testimony about how God doesn't want us to be separated from
him even in this world, and how if we trust in Jesus he will forgive our sins. Jesus
died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins. He rose from the dead to give us
new life. So I asked one of the leaders to pray with me and accepted Jesus as my
Saviour. I came home from camp and told my family I had become a Christian. I
spent the rest of summer singing the songs I had learnt. At the time, however, I
was in primary school and was always seen as a 'good' child, so nothing really
changed in my life. I still didn't fully understand how I could grow in my faith and
become closer to God. That was a problem when I went to high school. As I hadn’t
grown in my faith, I was easily led astray.

I went into high school not sure of myself and really desperate to make friends. I
was defining myself and my self-worth based on other people's opinions. I lived
through the first year trying to fit in and be liked. I lived a double life. Nobody I
met in school would have had even the slightest idea I was a Christian because I
wasn't living as one. I got a wake-up call at a youth event at my home church.
Someone asked me to share my testimony and I realised I couldn’t because I
wasn’t growing or living out my faith. I started to search out how I could do that. I
started having a daily quiet time and studying the Bible for myself, praying for
opportunities to witness to those around me. I was reminded when we are
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forgiven, we will want to dedicate our lives to Jesus and become more like Him. I
realised that when I was forgiven by Jesus my whole life would change because I
would have God in my life and I would be living for him.

From then on, God has continued to help me grow closer to him through
different phases of blessing and struggles, and He has led me to rely on His
strength and love. He has given me opportunities to serve Him and as I have
moved away from home, He led me to faithful gospel-preaching churches. I hope
to continue to grow and serve amongst God’s people here at GBC.

Sheryl Sim (sherylsim@hotmail.com)

My journey with Christ started when my mum
brought me to church when I was young, and I was
baptised by sprinkling on Christmas Day when I was
three years old. While I attended church and
Christian mission schools from a young age, there
were always questions at the back of my head about
my faith in God – Do I really believe in God? Am I
believing in God only because the people around me are believers?

The pivotal point came when my mum was diagnosed with final stage lung cancer
when I was eighteen. It was a challenging period for my mum and the family, with
multiple surgeries, medical treatments, health scares, and near-death episodes. I
was reminded about the fragility of life and the helplessness of Man. There was
nothing that I could do, except to trust God. Every step of way, I experienced
God’s grace and love. He provided us with the support that we needed (people,
medical, finances, etc), and time with my mum. At the point of her diagnosis, the
probability of patients surviving for five years was very low, and most with similar
conditions typically pass away a�er two to six months. It is only by grace that God
sustained my mum for eleven more years before she passed on, and I am
extremely grateful for this.

Importantly, God helped me to trust in Jesus to be my Lord and Saviour. He died
for my sins and rose from the dead, so that I can be forgiven and receive new life.
God taught me lessons along the way – of cherishing and being content, of
trusting in Him, and many others. All these lessons were in His perfect timing and
plan, with the ultimate aim of deepening my relationship with Him.
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The journey with Christ goes on and while I am unsure about what lies ahead, I
am assured that God will be there every step of the way and I look forward to
growing more in GBC.

Felice Wong (felicewst13@gmail.com)

I have always believed there was a God out there. But I
never knew who or what it meant in my life. I lived life
driven by worldly matters and desires of the flesh, my
identity was determined by my studies/career, my social
life, my relationships and family. I struggled with
understanding God’s presence in my life when faced
with difficulties or even in times of blessings. I knew
there was something amiss in my life.

God was the light in my life in the past few years. I had
been attending church for some time but I was never truly convicted. Through
my darkest times of anxiety and panic attacks, I felt broken, I could not
understand why God created me this way. As I started studying more about the
gospel and praying more, I found love and strength. God showed himself to me,
God is good. He sent His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross for my sins, so that I can
be forgiven. Jesus rose from the dead to give me life.

I didn’t know the exact time it happened, but I knew I wanted to continue to have
childlike faith in God for the rest of my life. Even in the midst of suffering, I
wanted to glorify God and no longer live for other worldly things. I could
wholeheartedly trust in God’s ways for my life. For His timing is perfect and His
grace and mercies never fail. I always felt like I wasn’t good enough or I wasn’t
ready to be a “good Christian”, but I learnt that reflecting and repenting of my sins
and trusting in Christ alone is what is crucial. “My grace is sufficient for you, for
my power is made perfect in weakness.” I am saved by trusting in Jesus to be my
Lord and Saviour. He has saved me from my sins through his death and
resurrection. I am no longer fearful, for I know Christ is my Saviour and
Protector. Even in times of grief and despair, He gave me courage and comfort.

“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the
testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that
you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” (James 1:2-4)
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The gospel has given us freedom and we are rescued from the slavery of sin. I
hope to share my faith with others, to find joy in serving the Lord.

TRANSFERS

Rachael Chong (chhrachael@gmail.com)

I was born into a Christian family and grew up in a
God-fearing household where my parents would pray
with us, and eventually teach us to pray and read the
Bible. During my teenage years, however, my Christian
faith seemed more like an inherited cultural way of life. I
would follow my parents to church week a�er week and
religiously attend Sunday School. Like every good
student, I would recite memory verses (for mere stickers)
and answer my teacher’s questions. I was a high achiever
both in school and at Sunday School. I knew a lot about
Jesus (great teacher and miracle worker) but knew little about who He really is and
the relevance He would have to my life.

When I finished schooling and was le� quite aimless a�er my A-Level exams, I
joined a mission trip with other youths, excited at the prospect of going overseas
with friends. But first, we had to learn to share the gospel in Mandarin. It was then
that I was confronted by the true meaning of sin and realised I had a flawed
concept of sin – sin is not so much about our committing wrongful acts or even a
heinous crime; it is our inherent disregard for God. Sin, I discovered, is a heart
condition that I could not help or heal myself from. That was when I connected
the dots – Jesus dying on the Cross has everything to do with me. It is not a
distant act of sacrifice, but an intimate, selfless act of salvation for a self-sufficient,
self-centered sinner like me. With His death, I am forgiven of my sins and
become a child of His. It is by His grace that I am saved, not by my academic
success or regular church-going.

I thank God for convicting me that I need a Saviour in Jesus Christ. Life continues
to be a struggle between living for myself and living for Him (trusting and
depending on Him) but I hold these verses true: “For Christ’s love compels us,
because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. And he died
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for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who
died for them and was raised again.” (2 Corinthians 5:14-15, NIV)

My new life in Christ has been so mind-changing, soul-shaping and sanctifying. I
look forward to meeting fellow brothers- and sisters-in-Christ, and encouraging
them through prayer and reading God’s word. It excites me to see people
convicted of God’s all-sufficiency and come to acknowledge Him as Saviour and
Lord. Day by day, He is helping me to see that life is not about fulfilling my goals
or desires, but a journey of becoming more like Christ – through loving others as
myself, forgiving others as He has forgiven me, and finding joy and peace in Him.

Asuka Sekiguchi (me.aska15@gmail.com)

I grew up in non-Christian family in Tokyo, Japan. When
I was 12, I got into a mission school which had daily
services, worship, time when the Word was shared and a
weekly bible class. I also went to church on Sundays. It
didn’t take long for me to believe in God and that He
loves me very much - that He is love and had sent his
son Jesus Christ to die in my place for my sin. By the
second semester, I had accepted Jesus Christ into my
heart and started praying.

God’s Word said, “You are precious and honoured in my sight, and because I love
you.” (Isaiah 43:4). I turned to this verse whenever I needed it and believed
because it sounded so precious to me. Yet I was not truly aware of the depth of my
sin at that time. My faith was like a seed fallen among the weeds, as I continue to
struggle with sin.

During university and early stages of my career, I was in sin and grew increasingly
aware of my sinfulness. God was working gently in me even while I was not
faithful to Him. One day, I faced a huge challenge. The challenge made me realise
that I cannot live my life without Him. It made me confess and repent of my sin
and gave me the desire to commit myself faithfully and fully to God and his
family. I decided to get baptised on 21st December at 23 years old, in obedience to
Jesus Christ and as a step of my devotion to Him.

Waves of challenges kept coming in the following years. As I experienced hard
times and big changes in my life, I started to pray, “Please change me to hope in

6

mailto:me.aska15@gmail.com


your ways and not mine, guide me and use me according to your will and word”.
Jesus led me down seemingly unsecured paths like moving to countries where I
have never been, for I knew that even there, he was with me.

There was no clear one point from when I was 12, that I remember accepting the
gospel and repenting of my sin. Rather, God has gradually built up and deepened
my faith in Christ. God has been good to me and God showed His goodness as He
worked in me.

A�er 10 months in Singapore, God has finally guided me to GBC. Over this
journey, through all the things and friendships He has blessed me with, God has
shown me that “there is a time for everything, and a season for every activity
under the heavens (Ecclesiastes 3:1)” and “for from him and through him and for
him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen (Romans 11:36)”. I desire to
join GBC as a member as part of my devotion to God.

Charis Soon (sooncharis@gmail.com)

Hi GBC! I am Charis Soon, currently a final year student
in NUS.

I grew up in a loving Christian family, attending church
regularly on Sundays together with them. Through
Sunday school, I learnt about the exciting stories in the
bible like David defeating Goliath, Daniel surviving the lion’s den and Jesus
resurrecting Lazarus. Most importantly, the gospel was preached to me: Jesus
Christ, the only begotten Son of God, came to earth and died on the cross for my
sins, on the third day he rose again and defeated the power of sin and death. By
putting my faith in Jesus Christ as my saviour, my sins will be forgiven, and I will
have eternal life.

Though I believed in God and that Jesus died for my sins, I also had
misconceptions. I used to think that being a “good” Christian was to regularly
serve in ministry, read the bible, keep the 10 commandments, memorise bible
verses, attend church and cell group, and the list goes on. I thought that if I was
“good” enough, I would be worthy of being saved and forgiven, and not have to
fear going to hell. I was still trying to earn my salvation through legalism.
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However, as I grew older, through bible studies, others’ preaching of God’s word
to me, and the work of the Spirit of God within me, I learnt that there was no way
I could ever be “good” enough or save myself through my own works. I could
never earn my own salvation. For no man was righteous before God (Romans 3:
10), all have sinned and fall short of His glory (Romans 3:23), and the wage of sin
is death (Romans 6:23a). How could a man sinking in quicksand pull himself out
of it? Similarly, how could I, a sinner, save myself? By God’s grace and mercy, my
salvation came through faith alone, in Jesus Christ alone. When I was 14, I
resolved to follow Jesus, the way, the truth, and the life ( John 14: 6) and took the
step of water baptism.

Throughout my life, God has always been faithful, in times of rejoicing and in
times of tribulations. He alone, creates in me a pure heart, renews a steadfast spirit
within me, restores to me the joy of His salvation and grants me a willing spirit to
sustain me. (Psalms 51:10-12) All praise, and glory be to God forever and ever!
Amen.

Jeremy Soon (jeremy500n94@gmail.com)

Growing up in a Christian household, I was exposed to
Christianity at a young age and was familiar with parts of
the bible. As a child, the chief motivation I had to be a
Christian was the fear of the eternal punishment of hell.
I was terrified that any misbehaviour on my part would
lead me to eternal damnation. Thus, I was always striving
to stay on the “good side” of God by means of legalistic
ways and out of a fearful obligation. My inadequate
understanding of His Word led me to perceive God as a tough, cold,
disciplinarian.

When I grew older, this fear was replaced by a fleshly desire for worldly success,
social status and relationships that I errantly thought I was entitled to as long as I
behaved like a “good Christian boy” and believed hard enough. I had now
fashioned God into a wish granting genie who was supposed to make my life
easier as long as I followed all the rules. I was disappointed when I did not receive
these purported benefits, and soon developed a cold indifference towards God.

By God’s grace, He brought fellow believers into my life, who lovingly discipled
me in His Word. My spiritual blindness was li�ed a�er careful study of the bible
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and I came to recognize the sinful depravity of my own human nature, my
slavery to my fleshly desires, my need for forgiveness and my need for a saviour.
My eyes were opened to the gospel that salvation is available through faith alone
in Christ alone, and that we could be free from slavery to sin and be declared
righteous in Him. I recognised that Christ came not to make our lives smooth
sailing or bless us with worldly success or material possessions, but to save us
from our sin so that we may be reunited with God. God was no longer a distant
cold entity I perceived him to be, but truly the loving Father that gave his one and
only Son Jesus Christ to save us through His life, death and resurrection ( John
3:16-17).

Having understood the true gospel and placed my faith in Christ, I resolved to
deny myself, take up my cross and follow Him daily (Matthew 16:24). It has not
been a smooth journey as a sojourner in this world, but I trust that He who began
a good work in me will bring it to completion (Philippians 1:6).

Theodore Tan (theodoretan2303@gmail.com)

Hi GBC!

I am Theodore Tan, currently studying at NTU. I thank
God firstly, having been brought up in a Christian
family, for having parents who carried and taught me
the values of the faith.

Growing up in a local church, it was easy to follow the
practices of the church, without fully understanding why we did what we did. This
shortcoming was evident in evangelism as I o�en struggled to explain to my
friends why I believe in the faith, and I used to think that they had to have a
"tangible" encounter with God or have a physical need met, in order that they
might believe.

However, it was Brandon Loke, a friend (who currently also attends GBC) whom I
had a couple of interactions with, who brought me to this church. He enabled me
to see what a gospel-centred church might look like, and the importance of being
in one.

I am grateful for the pastors here at GBC, as they preach the Word with reverence
for the Lord, carrying the love of Christ with them, and for the physical and
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spiritual care they have towards us as a congregation. I too am thankful for the
community I have found here, in which many are very welcoming and carry
genuine care for one another.

Through this growth journey that I've had, I understand now, the shortcoming of
man, and the need for a Saviour. I know that I am no better than "the person next
to me", and it is with grace that I have been saved, through faith in Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of my sins, and this is the good news that I have shared with
friends, and from now on, to many others as well.

“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when
we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have
been saved…through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gi� of God.” (Ephesians
2:4,8a, ESV)

Yuan Xuan (116613932@qq.com)

I am Yuan Xuan and was born in Qingdao, China, in my
childhood I liked to look up at the stars. Every time I saw
the stars in the sky, I always felt that there was an unusual
design and creative authority in the sky. Formerly, when
family member got sick, I knelt down to pray to the idols
at home for their recovery. When I was 12 years old, I
heard for the first time from my aunt that there was a
God who was the creator of the world and He created
people. But because Adam and Eve sinned, they brought
sin and death into the world and all of us are sinners.
However, in order to save us, God sent his only son Jesus
Christ to the world to be human to bear our sins, and finally He died on the cross,
a�er three days he was raised to life and taken up into heaven, he sat at the right
hand of God. And He would come back again to take all those who believe in him
to be with him. When I heard this, immediately I knew this is the Lord I had been
looking for, at that moment I confessed Jesus Christ as my Saviour.

A�er that, I joined Sunday School to learn the Bible through songs and stories.
When I was in Quanzhou University, I joined the campus fellowship and met a
South Korean missionary couple, they taught me one to one disciple training and
finally all my roommates became Christians. I went to Shanghai to work a�er
graduation and joined the church in Shanghai. The church fed me and grew my
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faith and in the meantime the church became a Baptist church in 2016. Due to my
job God led me to visit different churches around the world and every time the
Holy Spirit reminded me Jesus Christ is the head of the church, no matter how
sinful I am I should join the Sunday service to worship Him.

I came to Singapore to study my master degree in Nov 2021 as it was a one year
course so my original plan was to go back to China at the end of 2022, but I will
now stay in Singapore longer: for I was transferred from the Shanghai office to
Singapore office as part of my job. It is God's preparation to lead me to GBC; I was
told that Pastor Mark Collins would come to GBC when I was still in China in
2021, at that moment I realized it was not of my plan and all of God’s leading so I
did not hesitate to join GBC. During this year thanks to Pastor Eugene, Uncle CC
Lee, Auntie Kat and Toh Yi Care Group who have helped me integrate and
connect with GBC and Singapore. For me, GBC is the witness of God's grace, and
I indeed know everyone from GBC is the channel of God's grace. Therefore I am
very thankful that I could join GBC as a member.

Soyarmi Zimik (soyarmizimik9@gmail.com)

I am Soyarmi Zimik, from North-East India, Manipur
state. Born and brought up in a Christian family. I have 2
younger brothers and a younger sister. Since my
childhood, I had never been to Sunday school, never
attended any music class and I was completely illiterate
about the word of God. Yes, I used to obey my parents
and never indulged in any intoxicating substances.
Externally or outwardly, I was okay but inwardly there
was something missing in my life and I was a confused
person. In the year 2010, without much thought and commitment, I joined the
Church Choir and young adult group at Manipur Baptist Convention Centre
Church Imphal where I am attending today. To be involved in the ministry for 5
years until my graduation with a Bachelor's degree was my plan. I was slowly
converted when I only realised Jesus Christ is my personal Saviour and Lord
while serving in the church as the church staff member. I acknowledged my sins
and my need for Jesus, trusted that Jesus died on the cross to take away my sins
and I repented of my sins and turned to follow him. I tried for a government job
and I got a job in the Indian Army in 2013 but my appointment letter went
missing because of no proper postal office in my village. And I lost my job. 5 years
passed, I didn’t graduate on time, and so I continued to join the choir and young
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adult group. In the 6th year of my involvement in the Church, God started blessing
me in a very different way.

God called me. By His grace, I, who came just to be a member of the Church
Choir and Young Adult group was called to serve Him as the full-time Choir
Director and full-time lay Youth Pastor of Manipur Baptist Convention Centre
Church, Imphal since 2016. More than 2000 congregation members gathered
every Sunday. And today, I am with you all in SBC for the greater call. I don’t fully
understand how all these things happen. It is my desire to learn and experience
the environment, culture, tradition and ministerial approach of different
international students as I prepare myself to work in a church where mixed
communities of more than 30 different tribes from Manipur, India and the world
worship together. May God bless us all. Thank you!
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