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DEVOTIONAL  
God gives Gifts to us to serve the Body, not for Disunity 
1 Corinthians 12:4-13 

Reading God’s Word: 
4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there 
are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is 
the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of 
the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of 
wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to 
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another 
the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish 
between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 
tongues. 11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each 
one individually as he wills. 

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 

Praying in response to 
God’s Word: 
Father, we thank You that 
through Your Spirit, you have 
entrusted to us spiritual gifts 
and allow us to participate in 
the building up of Your Body. 
May we humble ourselves in 
active service with all that we 
have been given, and so display 
Your Spirit as we serve others. 
We pray also for those who 
feel their inadequacy and pray 
that You would empower them 
to serve others as well. Do this 
we ask in Christ’s most 
precious name that our lives 
may be pleasing to You. Amen.

Questions for further thought: 
1. If you have never done so, pray to God and ask what is the gift He has given to you to 

serve the body of Christ at Grace Baptist Church.  

2. Are you discarding fellow believers because they do not serve the same way as you? 
Think carefully if they have been endowed with the same sort of gift as you have. 
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Reflecting on God’s Word: 
To get a company going and started requires a few things – an idea, capital, a 
talented workforce, investors, a physical office, assets and many more. These are 
the things that make up a company.  

To build a church however requires different things altogether. God calls people 
to be in fellowship with Him. He justifies them by the blood of His Son as they 
live in repentance in a newly transformed life. He gives them the Holy Spirit so 
that they can understand all that Christ has taught from the Scriptures.  

He gives all these but He also gives something else – he apportions each and 
every one of them with different gifts so that the church (referring to the 
people) would learn to build one another up.  

The nature of these gifts is first of all, that they are “varied” (1 Cor 12:4). Like the 
colour palette of an artist, each one of them special in their own way, so too are 
the gifts that God gives.  

Each of these gifts are a display of the Spirit in some way. Paul in fact uses the 
term, “manifestation” (Greek: phanerosis), which can be thought of as “to make 
visible”. Thus, when these gifts are rightfully exercised, we see the Spirit being 
displayed. This is spiritually profound, as when we see someone serving others 
with the gift he or she has been given, we are seeing the Spirit displayed.  

The purpose behind God giving this gifts is for the “common good” (1 Cor 12:7). 
The Greek literally means, “common profiting”.   That is, others are the 
beneficiary of the exercising of these gifts.  

Yet unfortunately, possession of such gifts can lead to pride, as is the case of the 
Corinthian church. Some began to think of themselves more highly of themselves 
because there is an emphasis of their gifts as “better” than others. Paul actually 
navigates the tension very well, he emphasizes both “variety” but the “same” 
source of these gifts.  

There might be some of us who feel that there is nothing we can contribute.  But 
that would be wrong. God has given each of us something. Tim Keller once said: 
“There are some needs only you can see. There are some hands only you can 
hold. There are some people only you can reach.” We have to guard against a 
thinking that says “There is nothing I can contribute.” 

For another group of us, our problem could be similar to the Corinthians and we 
think that we are great because of some gift God has given us. We forget that the 
same God has given different sorts of gifts to others. In the same way that the 
body cannot say we don’t need the eye, we cannot say we don’t need the gifts of 
others. Instead of the “common good” we are puffed up by how much we serve 
or utilize our gifts and wish more could do the same like us. 

Wherever you are on this spectrum, we all need to come back to the Scriptures 
to realize why God has given us these things. He graciously allows us to 
participate in the building up of His body, even though He does not need us.  

Gifts are given for building one another up, and not for disunity. 


