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DEVOTIONAL  

“For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we will be changed.” 
1 Corinthians 15:52 

Reading God’s Word: 
50 I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: 
We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an 
eye,  at  the  last  trumpet.  For  the  trumpet  will  sound,  the  dead  will  be  raised 
imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the 
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed 
with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written 
will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”

55 “Where, O death, is your victory?  
    Where, O death, is your sting?” 

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He 
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
58 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always 
give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labour in the 
Lord is not in vain.

1 Corinthians 15:50-58, NI

Questions for further thought: 

1.  Where do you find your security – in the things of this world or in the 
assurance of the world to come? Do you acknowledge that God is in control of 
your life, and are you willing to depend on Him whatever the future holds? 

2.  Are you sometimes afraid of death? How will you surrender your fears to God 
and testify to those around you that faith in Christ removes all fear of death?

3. What work are you doing for the Lord that you think may be in vain? Will you 
take comfort from His words and persevere on as you serve Him and others? 
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Reflecting on God’s Word: 

I	cannot	read	these	words	of	Scripture	without	recalling	the	wonderful	bass	aria	“The	Trumpet	
Shall	Sound”	from	Handel’s	Messiah,	with	its	s=rring	trumpet	solo.	The	words	are	powerful	on	their	
own,	but	set	to	music	the	effect	is	even	more	compelling.	It	is	not	hard	to	see	why	Handel	chose	
this	passage	of	the	Bible	to	illustrate	the	Day	of	Judgment,	the	resurrec=on	of	the	body,	and	the	
final	victory	over	sin.	Here	are	words	of	authority	that	press	us	to	make	a	commitment.	We	must	
decide	between	two	extremes	–	one	represented	by	the	words	
‘perishable,	mortal,	death’	–	and	the	other	by	‘imperishable,	
immortal,	victory’.		

The	mystery	Paul	refers	to	here	is	how	we,	who	are	perishable,	
mortal	and	heading	for	death,	can	possibly	be	counted	as	
imperishable,	immortal	and	victorious.	The	answer	comes	in	
the	triumphant	cry	of	verse	57:	“But	thanks	be	to	God!	He	
gives	us	the	victory	through	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.”	It	is	only	
through	faith	in	Christ	that	we	can	be	rescued	out	of	our	sin	
and	freed	from	the	demands	of	the	law.	It	is	a	victory	that	is	
given,	not	earned,	and	requires	us	to	respond	with	humble	
gra=tude.	No=ce	that	we	do	not	escape	from	death	per	se.	
Physical	death	is	unavoidable:	even	Christ	was	obedient	to	
death	(Phil	2:8).	But	by	God’s	grace	what	we	can	escape	is	the	
s'ng	of	death	–	the	penalty	of	sin	that	leads	to	condemna=on	
and	eternal	separa=on	from	God.	This	s=ng	of	death	could	
also	refer	to	the	fear	of	death	that	sits	heavy	on	the	shoulders	
of	many	non-Chris=ans,	and	even	some	Chris=ans	as	well.	
Freed	from	the	fear	of	death	and	with	the	assurance	of	
salva=on,	we	are	enabled	to	live	our	lives	fully	by	following	
God’s	will	and	faithfully	doing	the	work	He	has	given	us.	

That	is	why	the	‘therefore’	in	verse	58	is	so	significant.	This	is	
where	spiritual	truth	intersects	with	prac=cal	gospel	living	and	
makes	a	difference	in	our	daily	lives.	It	is	because	we	have	this	
assurance	of	salva=on	and	the	certain	hope	of	resurrec=on	
that	we	can	stand	firm	in	our	faith	and	not	let	anything	move	
us	into	doubt	or	inconstancy.	Many	of	our	less	honorable	
ac=ons	are	mo=vated	by	an	underlying	insecurity.	We	try	to	
create	our	own	security	by	digging	our	own	wells,	and	we	forget	that	we	should	draw	water	only	
from	the	wells	of	salva=on	freely	provided	by	God.	He	has	provided	all	we	need	for	life	and	
godliness	(2	Peter	1:3).	

As	we	fulfill	God’s	plan	for	us	in	His	community,	the	church,	He	requires	us	to	give	ourselves	fully	to	
His	work	(58).	We	are	to	serve	Him	wholeheartedly	and	without	reserva=on.	But	how	gracious	the	
Lord	is	to	give	us	reassurance	that	as	we	work	for	Him	our	labour	is	not	in	vain.	Indeed,	it	is	only	
our	labour	in	the	Lord	that	has	any	las=ng	value,	not	because	of	the	work	in	itself,	but	because	we	
are	building	on	the	founda=on	of	Christ.			Praise	Him	for	giving	us	eternal	life	and	eternal	
significance	in	His	name!	

Praying in response to God’s 
Word 

Dear	God,	

You	are	sovereign	over	all	
things,	both	great	and	small.	
You	ordain	everything	
according	to	Your	good	and	
perfect	plan.	Help	me	to	rest	
in	Your	plan	for	me,	that	I	
may	find	all	my	security	in	

You.	Thank	you	that	you	
have	given	me	victory	over	
death	and	sin	through	
Christ.		

I	desire	to	live	in	this	victory,	
to	be	obedient	and	to	please	
You	in	all	my	ways.	Please	
deliver	me	from	any	fear	or	
doubt	so	that	I	can	serve	You	
wholeheartedly	and	without	
reserva=on	un=l	You	call	me	
home.	

In	Jesus’	precious	name,	

Amen.


