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A. Why a class on Biblical Manhood and Womanhood at GBC? 
 

1. Is this just a Western idea or a young persons’ issue? 
a. 2021 designated the year of Celebrating SG Women 
b. Small protest in front of MOE on restricting gender transition 
c. IPS-Nathan Lecture, IPS Conference on SG Women – tackling “toxic 

masculinity” 
d. 10% of convention (~4 of 37 churches) appear to be egalitarian 
e. Feedback from our Equip class on marriage in Sep 2021 suggests our 

congregation also struggles with understanding spousal roles 
  

2. The Biblical vision for men and women is good 
a. Christians are in the world (placed here by God) and yet out/not of the 

world (belong to God) 
b. Ps 19:7-9 
c. Our tone as we speak of these matters also be biblically informed (Eph 

4:29). This series will aim to set the tone for how we can discuss this at 
GBC. 
 

3. The gender confusion of the world 
a. Biology – our physical composition (cellular level) and anatomy 
b. Sociology – roles and behavior in culture, society, families and workplaces 
c. Identity – our self-understanding of what we are and are not, what we 

should be 
d. Power – access to outcomes of privilege, justice, opportunities, etc 
e. Maturity – what we aspire to be, our “ideals” 

 
4. Rise and Triumph of the Modern Self by historian Carl Trueman 

a. 18 – 20th century key Western thinkers set the foundations for modern 
thinking about gender and identity 
 

5. Making sense of the issue 
a. Two pillars: identity and attraction 

i. Identity: who and what am I? What kind am I? Why do I matter? 
What is my role and destiny? 

ii. Attraction: What and who is desirable to me? Who finds me 
attractive? What does my attraction mean about me? 

b. LGBTQ+ Pride Movement built on more specific and complex classes of 
sexual identities and sexual attractions 

c. Rom 1:21-25 
 

Truth for Life 
• Christians can know and trust God’s Word on gender to be true, right and good. 
• In contrast, the world in sinful rebellion against God lives with rising confusion 

over gender and identity issues. 
 
 



B. So what is Complementarianism? 
 

6. Described in Gen 1:27 
 

7. The truth that God designed our: 
a. Nature as male and female in the image of the Triune God 
b. Worth as equal holy persons 
c. Compatibility as two genders distinct from yet needing one another to 

flourish in the family and church 
d. Roles with male headship and female submission in the family and church 

for human life and spiritual blessing – not to be confused with the effects 
of the Fall – selfish domination and dehumanizing servility (this is easily 
misunderstood in our culture. The next 8 weeks will unpack this) 
 

8. At the core, men and women are persons made in God’s image and known to Him 
(Ps 139:1-3, 13-16, 23-24) 
 

Truth for Life 
• Complementarianism is the biblical truth that God designed men and women 

with nature, worth, compatibility and roles. 
• As men and women, we are known to God. We need Him to search our hearts 

and lead us into godly maturity. 
 

 
9. Press forward prayerfully 

a. 19 and 26 October examine foundations from Genesis and Jesus’ 
teachings and example. 

b. Pray that: 
i. This class would help our church believe and trust God’s good 

design 
ii. We find a better foundation for human identity, joy and growth  
iii. We would learn to minister to those in need who experience 

confusion over identity  
iv. Our families and marriages would be strengthened through this 

teaching  
v. Men and women at GBC work together to display and image our 

good God 
 

Reflect & Discuss 
1. In what ways have you seen the gender and identity confusion of the world? 
2. Do Christians truly understand, believe and trust God’s good design for men 

and women? What are we missing as a result? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Questions you want answered? Feedback? 

 
 

 


