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Unchained Hope
Acts 5:12-42

If you take your Bible and turn to the book of Acts, I’d like you to
find Acts 5, and were going to pick up where we were four weeks
ago when we took sort of a break for the holidays, and we come
back to the book of Acts and we pick it up where we read …
Acts 5:12-14
12 Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the
people by the hands of the apostles. And they were all together in
Solomon’s Portico. 13 None of the rest dared join them, but the
people held them in high esteem. 14 And more than ever believers
were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women … .
Several months ago when we began unpacking this this book, this
historic book, it is a record of DE-scriptions rather than PREscriptions, and yet the principles and truths taught there are the
Word and the heart of God, so we study it, embrace it from that
perspective. We started by saying this, “If faith Bible Church
would succeed at everything it did but someday realize that it had
done the wrong things, where would we be?”
What if we really, honestly made it work? There are companies

that are formed with good strategic planning and good
management skills and those kinds of things. What if in the
process of doing church, we just appropriated organizational
principles and strategic planning exercises and all of those things
that could build about any kind of a thing, and in the process of
that we came to the conclusion that though we had succeeded, we
failed, because we had done the wrong things?
We started by talking about “Faith on Mission,” and what faith is,
and we used this circle with Faith’s number one mission, to reach
as many as are called eternal life.

Acts 13:48
And when the Gentiles heard this, they began
rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and
as many as were appointed to eternal life believed.
We exist for the sake of lost people, that all around us both in our
own community and across the world there are those who do not
yet have hope in the living Lord Jesus Christ, and that’s why He
has appointed His church to bring that message that we are the
hope of the world because He has deposited the Gospel message
in the church.
Then we said our second responsibility is to mature, bringing
everyone to maturity or completion in Christ Jesus.

According to …
Colossians 1:28
Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone
with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ.
When people come to trust in Christ there is a growing process
that begins at that point, and our job as a church is to see to it that
we don’t remain children spiritually or infants, that that we are
fed well, that we’re digesting well the Word and Truth and living
in a body-life relationship, that we grow and mature and become
less and less like us and more and more like Jesus the Christ.
Then the third responsibility we have is to equip the saints.

The word “equip” means “to mend” or “to set into place” what is
broken “to repair.” So it’s like mending a net that has holes in it so
when you try to use it for fishing, the fish escape from it because
of the holes. So you have to go back, and you have to mend the
nets. The same word “equipping” is used when Jesus finds the
disciples on the shores of Galilee mending or equipping their nets.
It’s also a medical term for “putting back into place” a broken
bone and strengthening it or supporting it until it heals and
becomes strong. So as a church our equipping ministry is both
repairing, that is we all come to Jesus in a broken condition. None
of us is altogether and all of us have a history and a background.
We come as broken but believing, and He first of all RE-pairs us,
and then, because He has given each of us spiritual gifts, he PREpares us for ministry.
Ephesians 4:12
to equip the saints for the work of ministry,
for building up the body of Christ

… and we do all of that for the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 3:20-21
Now to him who is able to do (exceeding) abundantly
(more) than all that we ask or think, … 21 to him be glory
in the church and in Christ Jesus (for ever more.)
That’s what we’re all about.
The importance of taking time to consider these truths together
again was reinforced for me over the holidays. I appreciate those
of you who prayed for safety as we traveled to Indianapolis. We
had just three glorious days with our grandchildren, but being
around the grandkids …
5:00
… the exciting thing was to hear how the church that their family
is plugged into is impacting my grandchildren for the Gospel. It
was just like, it was just spontaneous, but all three of the older
ones, fourteen, eleven, and eleven, and they all talked about
something about their youth group and their church and what
they were being taught and what they were learning. And you
could see it. You go, “WOW!” The importance of a church being
on mission, on target, was reinforced.
Then on New Year’s Day we hung out in Milford-ville with Rob’s
family, and Ian was back from Moody, and he brought a classmate
with him who is a pastoral major with one semester yet to go. I sat
there. And my grandson-in-law, Donald, Anna and Donald just
moved, we passed them when they were going from Indianapolis
to North Platte where this morning he begins his ministry as
pastor of music and worship at the Free Church in North Platte.
So I’ve got those three young men sitting in a room talking about
the church, and here’s this whole new generation that
understands the importance of the church, but they’re looking at
it from a whole different perspective than I do. We’re being
challenged again: “What if … what if we succeeded at everything
we did, but we found out that we were doing the wrong things?”
So that’s the reason that our hearts are driven to the book of Acts.

Last time we were here, we were witnesses to the first two
Christian funerals of the new church, and we had the effort of
Satan to divide the church. He had failed with the external
pressures in the healing of the lame man and the throwing Peter
and John into prison and threatening, “Don’t speak any more in
that name.” They said, “You’ve got to decide. You’re the spiritual
leaders here. Is it more important we obey God or should we obey
man? You make the call.
“As for us, we can only tell you what we’ve seen and heard, and
the truth is this. There is no other name under heaven that’s been
given among men by which we must be saved. There’s nothing
else we can do,” and that failed.
They went out, and they rejoiced in the fact that they were
considered worthy to suffer his namesake, and so rather than pray
for persecution to be lifted and circumstances to be smooth, they
prayed for boldness to keep doing what they were doing.
I have to say, in the early days of my Christian walk that I read
Acts, and I wanted to be a part of the early church. I thought that
was it. If there are three books in the Bible, all sixty-six are
inspired by God and profitable, but you all have your favorite goto books. And if there’s three for me, the first one is the book of
Proverbs. We need wisdom, and the only place to get it is to get
it from God, so I love reading Proverbs. I read a chapter of
Proverbs every day through the month.
My second one is the Gospel of John. By the time I get to the end
of my ministry, I want to have somehow mastered the Gospel of
John, probably because that’s the book that I was reading when
God convicted me of my need of a Savior, and I came to trust
Jesus Christ, personally.
But my third one is the book of Acts, the first thirty-five years of
church history, and you see that. And then I say I want to be part
of the early church, but I’ve got a very low pain threshold. I have
theological, biblical, and expositional reasons for being pre-

tribulation- rapture-ist, but I also have a pragmatic one. I have a
very low pain threshold, and I want Jesus to come before it gets
tough down here. Just get me outta-here. Right now would be a
good time for a trumpet.
In the early church … the early church’s strength and vitality was
related to persecution. The battles they went through. When we
come to the fifth chapter, all of a sudden the persecution comes
back again, but what we find out is that hope cannot be chained.
Notice I started reading …

God’s Power Clearly Seen
Acts 5:12-16

Acts 5:12
12 Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the
people by the hands of the apostles. And they were all together in
Solomon's Portico. 13 None of the rest dared join them, but the
people held them in high esteem. 14 And more than ever believers
(now this is a strange line I’m reading . I had completely misread
it until this week) were added to the Lord …
… they were added to the LORD. I had always read it, “they were
added to the church.” It was a reflexive thing. They were added to
a relationship with the Lord …
Acts 5:14b
… multitudes of both men and women (the church is
now a mega-church. There are thousands of people in
Jerusalem that are followers of Jesus.
Acts 5:15-16
so that they even carried out the sick into the streets and
laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter came by at least his
shadow might fall on some of them. 16 The people also gathered
15

from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and
those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed.
We read in Acts 2:43 and following that God was visiting them
with great signs and wonders and they all were stricken in
amazement.
10:03
We read in Acts 4 when they had been released from prison after
being threatened to do no more in his name, they said, “God,
continue to do what You’ve been doing. Continue with those signs
and those wonders, and while You’re doing that, give us boldness
to speak with courage the Good News and the Gospel, and God
answers their prayer in Acts 5, we see that they are experiencing
jaw-dropping miracles, signs, and wonders.
The truth is that in the spirit-filled church there will be abundant
evidence of the presence of the power of God. If Faith Bible
Church, if we take these truths as more than simply informational,
but if we take them as instructional, then we have to believe that if
we are on mission according to the leading of the Holy Spirit, that
there will be the evidence of God at work among us.
The problem with the signs and wonders thing is that some people
have taken it down the wrong vein. They believe that the evidence
of the Spirit at work is that healings are taking place, and jawdropping miracles are being witnessed all the time. So Paul makes
a clarification in 2 Corinthians 12:12 where he says that the
signs of an apostle are their ability to do signs, wonders, and
miracles. So what’s going on?
I want you to notice that not one individual became a believer in
Jesus because of a sign or a wonder. They become believers in
Jesus because they hear with clarity the Gospel message. But God
is validating both His messenger and the message by
demonstrating as we called it last week when we looked at the
four names of Jesus back in Isaiah 9. He is the mighty God. He is
the God who does heroic things that only God can do. There is a
season of time in the early church where God validates the

messenger and the message they proclaimed that there is no other
name under heaven given among men by which you must be
saved. He validates it with unbelievable signs and wonders. So
much so that they don’t even wait for an appointment, but they
just simply come from all the villages around, and they bring their
sick and their lame and their demon-possessed, and they think if
we can just get them on the curb as Peter is passing by, if their
shadow falls on them, they’ll be healed.
We’ll talk more about it as we go, but I want you to notice that the
people also gathered from towns around …
Acts 5:16
… bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits and
(underline this phrase) and they were ALL healed … all healed.
You see, the problem with the perversion in the contemporary
evangelical movement is that when the healing fails, when faith
does not bring about jaw-dropping miracles, that the
representative of God always blames it on the sick and not on
themselves. “Well, you didn’t have enough faith.” It’s not about
their faith, it’s about the purposes of God in doing-jaw dropping
miracles, so much so that they were “ALL healed.” But here’s the
amazing thing. Notice they were “sick,” they were “afflicted with
unclean spirits,” and they were “all healed.”
The sad reality is that every individual that Jesus healed lived long
enough to die. Every individual that Jesus raised from the dead,
even Lazarus, lived until they died, because the greatest healing is
not what we experience in the physical sense, but it is the healing
of the WHOLE man. It is a Gospel that understands that we have a
fatal disease of the heart and the soul, that the intent of the heart
of every man is to do evil continually, and that the greatest jawdropping miracle in the world is when God steps in to a sindiseased soul, and he heals it completely for eternity.
It wasn’t that they didn’t appreciate the healings, but the healings
were to point to the message, and the message is simply this:
there is salvation in no other name …

15:00
… because there’s no other name given among men by which we
must be saved.
“Now that I have your attention with a miracle, let me point
Jesus.” It was the power of the name. That’s why we say …

As spiritual healings occur,
many will be drawn

… to the Savior.
When they see God stepping in to lives and transforming sininfested lives and bringing about full and complete spiritual
healing, when those who knew you before Jesus observe you now
in Jesus, and they look at you and say, “How do you explain the
difference?” It’s the whole-man healing of the Gospel that has
brought you from death to life, from darkness to light, when they
see that change in you, they are drawn to faith in the Lord Jesus.
Wherever the Spirit of God is at work in the early church, there
was observable evidence of the power of God at work. That’s why
we look back and say, “Has Faith Bible Church been doing what
God’s called us to do?” Can we go back in our brief history and see
that lives have been transformed, that people’s lives have been
changed?
The holidays are always fun around here because old church
members and longtime friends show up and visit, and there is a
tradition been going on, I don’t know for how many years, but the
tradition is that I’m the last one out on Christmas Eve. Everybody
else go, and when the last person leaves, I shut off the light. I set
the alarm, and I go join my family for the celebration. This year it
was an hour and twenty minutes after the service when I set the

alarm because God brought back for Christmas Eve a young
couple whose wedding we got to do a number of years ago.
I remembered they were such faithful servants. And when he
finally graduated with his medical degree, and they moved to
Kansas and all, we were like, “AW! Who’s going to take their
places that have those same spiritual gifts and all?” Here they
were back after all these years. They’re in transition; they are
moving to a new city, and they wanted some advice. They said,
“Pastor Tom, we’re looking for a church where we go, and
whatever business I buy into, it will have to have a really healthy
Bible church,” and so they’re running all these names and all. And
after thirty minutes to give them church-counsel advice … “I know
that pastor,” all of that, he says, “Do you remember when I came
to Faith Bible Church?”
I said, “Yeah.”
He said, “I was a senior in high school, and Coach O gave me a
Spurgeon sermon, and he said, “Read this, I think it will change
your life.” And he said, “Reading Spurgeon’s sermon, I
understood what Jesus Christ had done for me, and I became a
believer. I went to my mom and my dad, and I said, “Now that I’m
a genuine believer, I want to choose my own church.’ and they
said, ‘Just graduate from high school, and when you graduate
from high school, you’ll have the freedom to choose any church
you want to.’”
He said, “I came to Faith Bible Church the first Sunday after I
graduated from high school.” And he said, “I met Mike Hertzler,
and I told Mike, ‘I’m just visiting churches. I’m going to try to find
the church where I belong.’” And he said, “Hertzler looked at me
and he said, ‘Why are you going to look anywhere else?’”
That’s why I keep Mike around, just for that!
“He said, ‘You have spiritual gifts we need.’”
He said, “Nobody had ever said that to me before. And we came

and we grew and we matured.”
And so an hour and twenty minutes after you’re all home eating
soup and drinking punch and all that, we’re standing here with
tears in our eyes talking about how God worked in those days and
how He has transformed their lives. We look back and say, “Has
the power of God been evidenced at Faith?”
If we succeed at everything we try, but there’s no record of the
power of God changing the whole man, then we’re not on mission.
The second one is that when the power of God, when the Spirit of
God is at work …
Lives will be set free
Acts 5:17-23

Notice …
Acts 5:17
But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that
is, the party of the Sadducees), and filled with jealousy …
… if you notice these are the religious leaders these are the
theologians of their day. These are the lawyers and the experts on
the Scriptures, and they are filled with jealousy because they have
a long track record of service, but they don’t have any evidence of
the mighty presence of God.
19:57
Though they call themselves leaders, they’re not leading anyone
out of darkness into light. Lives are not being transformed. God’s
not affirming their leadership by jaw-dropping miracles of life
transformation. And so …
Acts 5:17b-18
17 … filled with jealousy they arrested the apostles
and put them (this time) in the public prison.

I take it here that in Acts 4, they arrested Peter and John and
threw them in overnight in apparently what was a holding tank or
something. In this situation they get all twelve of the apostles and
they put them in a public prison in order to make, I think, make
an example of them or to embarrass them.
And notice …
Acts 5:19
But during the night an angel of the Lord
opened the prison doors and brought them out …
What’s interesting is that there are two other deliverances from
prison in the book of Acts, and most of us don’t even know about
this one. We know about Peter, and they’re having the all-night
prayer meeting in Acts 12. And one of them, James, has already
been martyred by Herod, and he got such popular response for
that, he decided to get another one. He is going after Peter. And
Peter’s there, and Mary has a prayer meeting in her house, and
they’re praying, and the angel comes and wakes Peter up.
He’s in jail. He’s going to die, but he’s totally at peace with that.
And he’s asleep. He wakes him up and says, “C’mon, let’s get outta
here,” opens the gate. He goes over to Mary’s house, he knocks on
the gate, and the servant girl comes, and, you know, here’s Peter,
and she just leaves him standing out there in the streets, he’s an
escapee, and she runs back and says, “Peter’s here.”
And they say, “Go about your business, we’re praying for his
deliverance.” Which is pretty much most of us pray, “Oh, God,
do,” and he does, we go, “Really? WOW! I didn’t see that coming
at all.” We know about that one.
We also know about Paul and Silas, have the first Christian rock
concert in the prison at Philippi, and in the middle of the night
there’s an earthquake in the jail. We know about that.
But this one we completely miss. Notice he says …
Acts 5:19
But during the night an angel of the Lord

opened the prison doors and brought them out …
Now there’s a funny line from the angel of the Lord. If you look at
…
Acts 23:8
… the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, nor angel(s), …
… it says that the Sadducees don’t believe in spiritual beings the
resurrection nor angels. So something they don’t believe in just
trumped their power and sets their prisoners free. And he says …
Acts 5:20
Go and stand in the temple and speak
to the people all the words of this Life.
I want you to notice there’s a transition here. Now we’re moving
from the miracle of physical healings to the miracle of wholeman healing. That is their biggest need is to hear the Gospel. Paul
will later say …
Romans 10:17
… faith comes from hearing,
and hearing through the word of (God).
He doesn’t say, “Now go out and do a bunch more miracles,” he
says, “now go out, stand publicly in the Temple right where they
arrested you, and speak to the people all the words of this life.
Explain to the people how they can be set free.”
Why in the Temple? That’s where all the religious people are.
That’s where the ones who were totally devoted to their religion
go. “I want you to go to religious people who somehow think that
in their doing of certain things that they’re OK. Go to them. And
when you go, speak to them the words of this life.” The words of
what life?
John 3:14, 16
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, … 16 “For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

“Go and speak all those words to them” …
Acts 5:21
And when they heard this, they entered
the temple at daybreak and began to teach.
You know, we’re always wondering. You’ve got that debate, “How
old were Adam and Eve when God created them?” And, you know,
besides being the only two people in history without belly buttons,
you’ve also gotta figure they were somewhere under the age of
forty because it says they …
Genesis 2:24
… were both naked and were not ashamed.
I don’t know anybody over forty that could say that about
themselves … but in this case, I’m going, “So how were they to
decide?” I had image in my mind that the disciples are like
twenty-eight to thirty-two years old. I take it here they’re over fifty
because it’s daybreak, and they’re already up and awake. Sunrise
service for the college students is like ten o’clock on Sunday or
something.
Acts 5:21
… at daybreak (they) began to teach. (People are already there.
They’re immediately obedient.) … when the high priest came,
and those who were with him, they called together the council,
So they get the seventy-two, the Sanhedrin, together, and they’re
going to try these guys. “We gave them instructions, “Don’t be
speaking in His name anymore, and all these miracles keep
happening, and you keep using His name. And we told you not to
do that.”
And so now they’re going to bring them before them for breaking
their parole.
Acts 5:21b-23
21b … the senate of the people … (they)
sent to the prison to have them brought (out).
24:55
22 But when the officers came, they did not find them in the

prison, so they returned and reported, 23 “We found the prison
securely locked and the guards standing at the doors, but when
we opened them we found no one inside.”
It’s the power God!
He gives an illustration, yeah, it’s a physical illustration of the
deliverance that God brings. But it’s an illustration about a
spiritual reality that when the Spirit of God is at work in a church
that people who are bound, people that are addicted, people that
are slaves of sin, they suddenly discover that the Mighty God, the
Wonderful Counselor, the Prince of Peace, he has the power to set
them free.
And the amazing thing is that the first time they imprisoned them,
they stayed in jail till they released them, and they kind of think,
“We can bind the messenger, but then they found out they
couldn’t even bind the message. Now they find out that they are
impotent to bind either the message or the messenger.
I like the way the apostle Paul put it over in …
2 Timothy 2:8-9
8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead,
the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel,
9 for which I am suffering, bound with chains as
a criminal. But the word of God is not bound!

There is liberty present when
God’s Word is spoken boldly

When the Spirit of God is working at Faith Bible church, we will
find out that there is liberty in the powerful presentation of the
truth of the Gospel, that God in His grace sets people free, when
God’s word is continually spoken with boldness.

As D. A. Carson said on Twitter this week, “If sinful people will
not believe the clear Gospel message, why try trickery to convince
them?” I say that because over the twenty-two-and-a-half years
there have been many movements or waves of direction in church
life, and there’s always the pressure to say that just opening God’s
word and teaching God’s word to children and to youth and to
students and to adults, if you just proclaim God’s word, that’s not
enough to build the church. You have to have something more.
But the truth of the Gospel is that there is liberation of lives when
the Gospel, when the Word, is boldly proclaimed. That’s the tool
that God uses.
That’s why Paul said …
Romans 1:16
… I am not ashamed of the Gospel (I’m not going to soft-sell it,
I’m not going to Mickey-Mouse it, I’m not going to tweak it), for
it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes …
It’s the power. It has delivering power.

Truth Made Clear Enrages Deniers
Acts 5:24-33

But I want you notice the Gospel is a disturbing thing. It is very
offensive. Notice …
Acts 5:24
Now when the captain of the temple and the chief priests
heard these words, they were greatly perplexed about them …
I thought it was kind of fun. I kind of went back to trace the
attitudinal shifts in the religious leaders. It said they were …
Acts 4:2
… annoyed …

Acts 5:13
… astonished …
Acts 5:24
… perplexed …
Acts 5:33
… enraged …
They were greatly perplexed about them …
Acts 5:24b
… wondering what this would come to.
“We have thrown our best weapons against it. We have
imprisoned all twelve. We have taken them off the street. We have
put them into a public jail. We have done everything we can to
silence them, and now they’re back in the Temple telling religious
people that life is available by faith in a crucified Nazarene. What
is this going to come to?”
Acts 5:25
… someone came and told them, “Look! The men whom you put
in prison are standing in the temple and teaching the people.”
That is not what they wanted to hear.
Acts 5:26
Then the captain with the officers went and brought them, but
not by force, for they were afraid of being stoned by the people.
There was this movement going on, and people are finding joy
and life, and they are seeing a reality of the power of God that is
able to heal a whole man. And the people are drawn to that, and
they have to be careful about the public opinion.
29:58
Acts 5:17-28
27 And when they had brought them, they set them before
the council. And the high priest questioned them, 28 saying,
“We strictly charged you not to teach (Acts 4:18) in this name,

yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching,
and you intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.”
“Whenever you open your mouths about this man, you say that we
killed Him. The Romans killed Him.
Acts 5:29
But Peter and the apostles answered,
“We must obey God rather than men.
That was the challenge of chapter Acts 4:19-20. “So you guys
being the spiritual ones that are leaders, you tell us. Should we
obey God or should we obey man?” And because they’re the
spiritual leaders of the nation, it should have been one in the
same, but in reality it wasn’t. Now they are saying, “We have to
obey God.” And they had prayed that God would give them
boldness, and the whole place was shaken as they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit.
The evidence is here. They are standing in front of the seventy-two
that condemned Jesus to death. They have the authority to
sentence them all to death. But rather than look at their
circumstance and edit their message, they say …
Acts 5:30-33
30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed
by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right
hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel
and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these
things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to
those who obey him.”33 When they heard this, they were
enraged and wanted to kill them.
Now, one of the problems that we have today is that we are
oblivious to, ignorant of, or in denial of the reality of spirit world
and spiritual warfare. A lot of us are in reality a whole lot more
Sadduceean than we want to admit. We know that there were
angels in biblical times, but we’re rather doubtful that God still
sends forth guardian angels and ministering servants from the
hand of God. In fact were so acculturated and contemporary, that
when it talks about those who were afflicted with unclean spirits,

we kind of conclude that because were Americans that demon
oppression and demon possession doesn’t exist. Satan’s great
strategy against us is to convince us that he’s not for real, that
there is no conflict taking place.
A number years ago a friend of mine went to Brazil to do a Bible
conference, and pastors from all over central Brazil gathered
together for a conference. He was preaching out of the Gospel of
Matthew, talking about the demon possessed and those kind of
things, and in passing he says, “We thank the Lord that during the
times of Elijah and the times of Jesus there was great demonic
activity, but that those things are not in play in this day and age.
Two years later I met a pastor from Brazil who had been in that
gathering, and he told me the story, and I said, “So what did you
think?”
And he said, “We just looked at each other and said, ‘He wasn’t in
my church last Sunday.’” I mean, it’s for real.
Yes, there are seventy-two opposed, but behind the seventy-two
there is a spiritual war taking place. That’s why he says in …
Ephesians 6:12
For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers
over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil
in the heavenly places.
If Faith Bible Church is doing what God has called it to do, there
will most likely be seasons of time when there will be ramped-up
spiritual warfare, a conflict among us. We could just kind of
blissfully pass it off as, “Well those things happened in Bible
times, but they don’t happen today. We’re not spooked by that.
Because John would later write …
1 John 4:4
… for He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.
But the principle that we have to take away is that …

35:00
No true God-work will be done
un1l spiritual forces are addressed

Now, we don’t bind Satan. We don’t challenge Satan. We don’t
threaten Satan. But we are not ignorant of his schemes. I can’t tell
you how many times over the last decade Pastor Mike has come
down and closed the door in my office. He’s said, “Tom, do you get
a sense that we’re back in another season of warfare?”
You know you’re not doing the right thing when Satan leaves you
alone. Regrettably, if you’re facing some conflict in your home or
some tension or battles, there’s a high probability that somebody
in your family is seeking Jesus with a new and fresh fervor. Satan
is not going to give up his fight easily.

Only God Can Override
the Forces of Evil
Acts 5:34-40

Behind their anger, their enraged desire to kill them is a battle in
the spiritual world. But because He that is in us is greater than He
who is in world, there is a victory. Notice …
Acts 5:33-34a
33 When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to
kill them. 34 But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel …
… whom we will hear again about in Acts 22:3 when the apostle
Paul, after he has been converted, and he said that, “I studied
under Gamaliel, the great leader of rabbis, the great teacher of Old
Testament, he is …

Acts 3:34b
… a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood
up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little while.
He said, “Guys, let’s call for recess here. Let’s put them outside.”
They had to do that back in Acts 4. They are standing there going,
they said, “Do we play God rather than man.” They go, “We don’t
know what to do, why don’t you guys step out for a minute.”
They come back and say, “Let’s just threaten them.” They sent
them out again, and Gamaliel now speaks to it …
Acts 5:35
And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care
what you are about to do with these men.”
He could see that they wanted to kill them. They wanted to
sentence them to death simply for proclaiming hope and life in
the name of Jesus.
Acts 5:36
For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody,
and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him.
We’ve been here before. That’s what I like, the wisdom of
seasoning. They are going, “This isn’t new. We’ve been here
before.” They’ve got this guy and four hundred people, and he was
killed, and all who followed him were dispersed, and it came to
nothing.
Here’s another illustration …
Acts 5:37
After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the
census and drew away some of the people after him.
They got the mad about Rome imposing their taxation on them so
he has this revolt and people join him, but he too perished and all
who followed him were scattered.
So the logical conclusion then is …

Acts 5:38-40
38 … in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men
(just leave them alone for if this plan or this undertaking is of
man, it will fail; 39 but if it is of God, you will not be able to
overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God
(There’s a novel idea)!” So they took his advice (sort of),
40 and when they had called in the apostles, they (flogged
them or they) beat them and charged them not to speak
in the name of Jesus, and let them go.
Now, it doesn’t say in the text, but when you go to Acts 12, and
Peter is thrown in prison they call an all-church prayer meeting,
and as many as could pack into Mary’s house spent the night in
prayer before the Lord. Now there are literally thousands of
followers of Jesus in Jerusalem. Twelve apostles have been
arrested and thrown into a public jail. They saw them released
from jail and heard them teaching early in the morning at the
Temple, but now they’ve been arrested again. The logical
conclusion is that least a few of the thousand began to pray.
The point is that when the Gospel is proclaimed, there will be
resistance.
Spiritual resistance is a call for
Urgent and Persistent prayer!

And when there is spiritual resistance that is God’s call to urgent,
fervent, consistent, persistent prayer.
I asked myself the question, “Is Faith Bible Church attempting
anything that would ONE, stir up spiritual resistance, …
40:00
… and TWO, are we courageous enough to obey the Lord to where
if God doesn’t show up, we fail miserably?” In other words, if the

Spirit of God is at work in the church, then will the church be
living in a realm that requires an urgency and a persistence of
prayer?”
Let me reflect back a little bit. In the early days, to be quite honest
with you, we didn’t know. We prayed about it, we thought that
God was speaking to establish a Bible church. Curt Lehman over
at Lincoln Berean said, “Tom, that’s what God wants. I’ll help you
do that.” But you’re still kind of hanging out there going, “Is this a
God-thing or is this just our own emotion and that?”
And as God began to work, we had no place to meet, we had no
money, we had no structure, we had no … whatever. We just had a
group of people with a heart to do Gospel ministry in Lincoln.
When we started, we would set up church at 7:30 on Sunday
morning. We had to take turns carrying the sandwich boards, and
Dennis, you could’ve made ‘em a whole lot lighter! If we had to do
it today, they would still just be in the closet. We would carry
them out to the corner by the Mill, and we would set ‘em there,
and then we would gather in the administrative offices of Union
College to pray.
When we would gather to pray, there were so many brothers so
desperately dependent and aware of our dependence on the Lord,
that we would often have to break into groups of three, I mean
three groups or something because we couldn’t all get in the same
place because we knew that whatever God was doing it had to be a
God-thing. We couldn’t do it.
I reflect back and go, “Wait a minute. When’s the last time that we
were in a ministry of active obedience that many of us felt that
burden to pray. If we don’t pray, it doesn’t happen.
Acts 5:41-42
41 Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing
that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the
name (the name of Jesus). 42 And every day, in the temple
and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and
preaching that the Christ is Jesus.

Truth Holders
are Marked by Opposi5on
Acts 5:41-42
#Shame4theName

… and these were willing to suffer shame for the name. It’s like,
“You have honored us by allowing us to suffer for Your name’s
sake.
We would spin it the other way. We would say, “Lord, obviously
you are blessing us because You lifted the conflict. You removed
the danger. You softened the threat.”
They looked at it he other way: “Lord you have confirmed to us
that You are at work among us because You have blessed us to
suffer for Your name’s sake.”
Some quick takeaways. First of all …

Tough 'mes in Church life
are calls for rejoicing

First of all, because when tough times come, we’re reminded that
God still rules.
Hebrews 13:8
(He) is the same yesterday and today and forever.
Revelation 22:13
… (He is) the Alpha and the Omega …
He has not abandoned His throne. When difficult times come, it
reminds us that …

God’s power s+ll rules

Secondly, it reminds us that …

God’s Word is unbound

They can imprison the messenger, but as Paul says in 2 Timothy,
“They cannot restrain the message.”
The word of the Gospel is all unbound. Therefore, when difficult
times come, we rejoice because though we may be restrained, the
Word is not.
And last of all …
God’s joy
rises above circumstances

If we get seduced into thinking that joy is conditioned by
circumstances, then we are settling for something less than God
has called us to be and do as a church.
Now, very quickly, six resolutions for Faith Bible Church, 2016.

RESOLUTION NUMBER ONE is simply this, we will continue …

Resolved to be:
Word-Centered
Christ-Centered
God-Centered
Gospel-Centered
Heart-Centered
Clarity-Centered

If we deviate from that, if some message other than the Word of
God is being proclaimed, you owe it to the church to call us out on
that. We will continue to be Word-centered. “Bible” is our middle
name for a reason. It is the only authoritative guide for all that we
believe and how we behave.
SECOND that we will continue …

Resolved to be:

Word-Centered

Christ-Centered
God-Centered
Gospel-Centered
Heart-Centered
Clarity-Centered

The only message we have to preach is Christ Jesus and Him
crucified. We can’t change that. We can’t make it more palatable
or more acceptable. We can’t sugarcoat it. We have to know Christ
and Him crucified. We’re committed to that because only He is
our living hope.
THIRD, we will continue …
Resolved to be:

Word-Centered
Christ-Centered

God-Centered
Gospel-Centered
Heart-Centered
Clarity-Centered

… as a church. I love the way Warren Wiersbe puts it. “If you can
explain it, it wasn’t God.” As a church we will continue to believe
that God will do God-sized things among us. So that when we look
back, we have no explanation for it at all except that was God.
FORTH we will …

Resolved to be:

Word-Centered
Christ-Centered
God-Centered

Gospel-Centered
Heart-Centered
Clarity-Centered

We will not compromise the Truth of the Gospel that every man
woman and child is born an enemy of God’s, and they are all
destined to an eternal hell. But God in His grace alone has called
us to salvation. He alone is the reason that we can live. We are not
going to be ashamed of the Gospel.
FIFTH, we will …
Resolved to be:

Word-Centered
Christ-Centered
God-Centered
Gospel-Centered

Heart-Centered
Clarity-Centered

By that I mean that the emphasis of our teaching in ministry is
going to be personal and corporate holiness, not legalistic
conformity so that everybody dresses the same, carries the same
kind of Bible, talks with the same kind of slang and language. Not
that, but that the hearing of the word will penetrate the heart of
the individual and that God will create a new person in us,
outward. That holiness of life and character will be our logo, not
legalistic conformity.
And last of all we will …

Resolved to be:

Word-Centered
Christ-Centered
God-Centered
Gospel-Centered
Heart-Centered

Clarity-Centered

What do I mean by that? We recognize that in order to equip the
saints, you must first of all RE-pair then PRE-pare, which means
that in our ministry to lives, we will have milk for the infants and
meat for the mature, that we will resist the urge to make one-size
fits-all. But by God’s grace we will teach the Word on the level of
your ability to receive it, with the expectation that as you learn to
take in God’s Word, you will grow a bigger appetite for more of
that and be able to take stronger and stronger understandings of
the Scripture.
The last truth probably the summary truth of it all …

You will discover the size of your faith
by measuring the size of the opposi9on
required to silence your witness

The strength of the early church was that they had confidence in a
crucified, resurrected Savior. No matter what opposition came,
there was only one name that they could name, and that’s the
name of Jesus. We as a church and us as individuals will be able
to measure the size of our faith on the basis of what kind of
resistance does it take to silence our witness.
Lord, we want to be that church for the generation that’s coming,
for my grandson and for his buddies from Bible college and for
Donald and Anna and their leadership in North Platte and for the
young people that are growing up in our preschool right now and

in our Sunday school and for moms and dads who are continuing
to grow, but they have not yet come to full maturity in Christ.
We long to be the church that that does biblical things for Your
glory and not for our own, that is blessed by seeing the unleashed
power of God, that life transformations are consistently being
evidenced, and that growing up is taking place and that new
generation is picking up the baton of leadership, and they are
carrying the Gospel forward.
We would ask that You would make Faith Bible church all about
Jesus and not about us so that He who is able to do that which is
exceeding and abundant, beyond everything that we can ask or
think, would receive the glory through the church and through
Christ Jesus forever and ever. Amen.

