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Again, thanks for being here to worship with us this morning.
We’re pleased that you’re here. I want you to take your Bible this
morning and turn with me if you would to the book of
Colossians 1. As I said before, this particular series of studies
from the Scripture have been forty-four years in the making. It’s a
study of what God wants from His church and the passion for
that. We believe that as a church that God has a plan and a
purpose for us, He has a direction for us and that the Senior
Pastor of Faith Bible Church is the Lord Jesus Christ. Our elders
have been waiting on the Lord and working hard on articulating
the strategic purpose or plan of God for Faith Bible Church, not
just this year or in five years but in ten and twenty. What direction
does He want Faith Bible Church to go? So these long
introductory sermons are leading us up to a study together in the
book of Acts.
This morning we’re on the third of the introductory sermons
leading into that. That tells you where we’re going.
As I said a couple of weeks ago, everything that Faith Bible
Church does must align itself with this declaration from Jesus:

Matthew 28:18-20
18 “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And
lo, I am with you always, (even) to the end of the age.”
We talked last week about how we articulate our sense of calling
or what God wants for our church, and it’s kind of a diagram that
looks like that.
For many years if I close my eyes, I kind of see the church aligning
itself biblically like this. And last week we looked at that …
Acts 13:48
… reaching as many as are called to eternal life.

We talked last week about this effort to reaching as many as are
called. Faith Bible Church has not been convicted to or structured
around attractional events where it’s a come-and-see kind of event
where you bring your non-believing friends, and we entertain
them and then we present Jesus to them.
We’ve had a conviction biblically that God calls us to be …

… incarnational, that is, that we would go and take the Gospel
with us to people. So, as we said, you’ve heard the phrase over and
over, being incarnational means just simply be Jesus in your
square-mile, that is, wherever you work, wherever you go to
school, wherever you live, that you would live there seeing your
sphere of influence as Jesus would see it. Then seeing it that way,
that you would feel what Jesus would feel what Jesus would feel if
He sees what you’re seeing. And then taking steps to act as Jesus
would act if He saw in your sphere of influence, what you see. Just
be Jesus in your square mile.
We said last week that your friendship is the bridge across which
they will come to Jesus, that He sends you out there. In other
words, the Rempels live at 5845 South Street. All of you don’t live
there, we live there. God has us living there these twenty-two-plus
years because He wants to use our family as a light in that
community. I don’t live where you live. He has you living where
you live because He wants to use your family as a light for the
Gospel there in your community.
You say, “I wish that I went to a different school than I go to.” God
has you in the school He has you in, in order that He can use you
there as a friend to those who need Jesus, that your relationship
will become a bridge over which they can cross to come to know
Jesus.
You say, “I wish I had a different job.” Well, God may have a
different job or place of employment for you, but right now He has
you where He has you because you are the light for the Gospel.
Our understanding of the Scripture is simply that we go out for
the sake of the Gospel, and we bring the Good News into our
sphere of influence.
I was just sitting yesterday, because there was no football in the
first half, it gave me a chance to make list, and I was thinking in
terms of the opportunities that God has given Faith Bible Church
recently. The number of inquirers Bible studies that have begun,
where people just invite people that don’t understand the

Scriptures to their home or to their conference room or to a
classroom before school, and they’re reading the Scriptures.
Yesterday I started my Saturday by meeting with a group of men
in the conference room who are going to be doing a reading of the
Gospel of John together. I want to tell you, there’s nothing I enjoy
more than introducing the Gospel John and kind of coaching on
how to do a group study in it. If you’d like to host one of these in
your conference room or in your living room or whatever and
invite people just to hear the story of Jesus, I’d be more than
happy.
5:03
All you have to give me is a cup of coffee. I’ll show up. You only
have to do the donut thing, you know. I’ll get you started because
you can read it together, and the Spirit of God will give you
insight. We’ve done a lot of that.
Yesterday, I heard about a couple of men that are working hard all
week, and they take their resources, and they buy gifts for
homeless people. And then they go on O Street, and they walk
down O Street, and they give the gifts with a Gospel tract, and
they explain the hope that they can have in Jesus. I’m thinking,
“WOW! I didn’t know that was going on.”
Some are just building intentional friendships. They’re doing the
“Luke 16” thing using their earthly possessions, their mammon
of unrighteousness to indebt people to them for the sake of the
Kingdom so that they hear the Gospel in all of that.
We have the international outreach of the Way of Truth, and just
seeing God bring, I think they said there were twenty-six different
nations living permanent residential in Lincoln right now. I mean,
God’s bringing the world us. And members of Faith are reaching
out and expanding there.
What most of you don’t know is that all week long from Lincoln,
Nebraska, there is a former Seventh-day Adventist minister who is
a part of our fellowship, and God uses him on the internet to share

the Gospel with people around the world. I’m always getting
forwarded emails of people asking really hard questions about the
Gospel: “What’s all this work stuff?” and “What’s this salvation by
grace alone through faith alone in Christ Jesus alone?” stuff. And
I’ll get an email from Ireland and Australia and all over. And He
sits here and worships with us on a regular basis, and God’s
stirring that.
We’re involved with AWANA ministry. What a great way to share
the Gospel. As one of our elders says, “The whitest fields on the
harvest are the children’s ministry.” Pray the Lord of the Harvest
will send forth laborers for that, you know.
Youth for Christ and FCA and People’s City Mission and Crisis
Pregnancy, Juvenile Justice, Good News Jail Ministry, all those
things. You’re just taking the opportunity to be Jesus by going and
befriending. That was last week’s sermon. I should have just left it
in last week.

This week we want to talk about what does it mean to mature,
“bringing all to maturity in Christ Jesus.” How do we go about
that? Well that’s what Colossians 1 is for. Follow along as I read
starting in …
Colossians 1:21-29
21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing
evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his
death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above
reproach before him, 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable
and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the Gospel that you
heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven,
and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 24 Now I rejoice in my

sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is
lacking in Christ's afflictions …
… now don’t get all messed up there and think that His death on
the cross, His burial, resurrection wasn’t sufficient for that. What
he is talking about here is that those who follow Jesus will, as He
said in John chapter 17, you’ll be in the world, the world hated
me, they’ll hate you also. So following Jesus means that you will
receive. As long as He is building His body, there’s going to be
afflictions. He says we are filling up what is lacking in Christ …
… for the sake of his body, that is, the church, 25 of which I
became a minister according to the stewardship from God that
was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known,
26 the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed
to his saints. 27 To them God chose to make known how great
among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery
(What’s this mystery, Paul? He answers, “Glad you asked!”) which
is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
24

This living, promised Christ, the second person of the Godhead,
would dwell in us. That’s our hope.
Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone
with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ.
28

If you’re marking in your Bible or you’re highlighting on your
electronic device, highlight that “everyone,” “everyone,” “everyone
mature in Christ.”
29

For this I toil, struggling with all his energy
that He powerfully works within me.

I said that last week. One of the sobering realities is that we are
responsible for the spiritual maturing and growth of everyone, but
when we see you come through our glass doors and in here for the
first time, we suddenly realize God has raised the bar of our
accountability responsibility to help you become less like you and
more like Jesus.

10:10
As I said the first service, we know who our visitors are because
the regular people sneak in the side door because they want to be
hugged by the Stauffers. The other rest of you just get Ron and
Wayne and all those out at the front entrance. When you come, we
realize that God is creating a sense of purpose, obligation,
everyone. It’s not just simply standing back and just talking to the
masses, but if we’re going to become mature, if we’re going to
grow up into Christ, then we have to be concerned about every
single individual. It is undeniably relational … undeniably
relational.

If Jesus’ purpose in our salvation was simply to secure our eternal
destiny, but He had no here-and-now commitment or interest,
then the price of our ticket was way too high. But He has more
than that.
I like to describe it this way.

“I have been saved.” That’s my regeneration. That’s when the
Spirit of God convicted Tom Rempel in October of 1971, He’d been
slapping me upside the head for quite a while before that, but He
finally got through to me. And when He did that, when I quit
leaning on my own righteousness and trusted Him completely, at
that moment He saved me. Deal closed. Done. One and done.

Guaranteed. The fear of the grave, all of that gone. The guarantee
of heaven, all of that promised. It’s done.
12:01
However, it’s not all done. One day He will save me. I am going to
be saved, and that is my glorification. I love Romans 8,
“someday beyond the grave I will stay.” He says in 1 John 2, he
says, “Then you will be like him because you will see him just as
He is.” That’s glorification, that’s the joy. Every human heart has
longed to see the face of God, to be accepted to God, to be
welcomed into His presence. Then those who have trusted in
Christ are absolutely certain it’s a finished work, one and done.
Yet it is a process so that we say, “I am being saved,” that’s
sanctification.
It is the daily work of the Spirit of God through the word of God
and through the body of Christ of making me systematically and
progressively less like myself and more like Jesus.
This letter that Paul writes went to a literal church. And I love the
story of Colossae. It’s about two hundred miles straight to the east
of Ephesus, in what is today known as modern-day Turkey.

There’s a real church there, but it’s the smallest community to
receive a letter from the apostle Paul. To those of us that have had
the delight of pastoring or going to churches in small
communities, we identify with Colossians because that’s our
thing. In fact so much so that I’ve been thinking that maybe after

we study the book of Acts, which we are going to study, but we
have two more introductions before we get there, and you know
how long that’ll take once we arrive, but anyway … .
Once we get to the book of Acts, then after that I’m thinking
maybe we’ll study the book of Colossians, I think we need it
together. The interesting thing is, they get this letter from Paul.
He’s never been there, but somebody heard the Gospel in
Ephesus, traveled two hundred miles inland, and there they
shared the Good News. And there were people whose hearts had
been prepared to receive it. They just became Jesus in their
square mile and a community of believers. A church was birthed
there.
But they got two letters. That’s the amazing thing. The only
church, it’s the smallest church, but it gets two letters from him
and that is the letter to Philemon. This church also gets Philemon,
and he’s a very wealthy individual, and he’s got a rebellious slave
by the name of Onesimus who robs him and disappears, travels
hundreds of miles all the way over to Rome, Italy. And when he
gets there with the thousands of people that are in Rome, he
stumbles onto one prisoner by the name of Paul who shares with
him that he is a sinner and needs a savior and explains the Gospel
to him, and he believes. And now he looks at him and says, “Now
you gotta go back.”
And this guy goes, “Go back? Have you lost your mind or
something?” When you’re a slave that ran away, when you go
back, they kill you. They execute you publicly. And you’re saying
you have to go back.
So here’s this small congregation, and all of a sudden they got this
slave comes back. He’s traveling with a group of guys.
15:00
They’re carrying this letter and the one to Philemon, and all of
these believers are sitting back, “I wonder how he’s going to
handle this.” They had their church meeting in Philemon’s living

room. He couldn’t escape the reality that his faith was being put to
the test. I love this story of Colossians.
Now what he says here in our key verse that there are three things
that God is going to use to bring me more like Christ and less like
myself. He describes it as …

Colossians 1:28
… in Him we proclaim warning everyone and teaching everyone
with all wisdom that we might present everyone mature in Christ.
… mature in Christ.
One of the bigger challenges of preparing this is always trying to
come up with an acceptable definition for maturity. It’s easy to
describe maturity. You can always tell when a child is beginning to
mature, or you can always tell when an adult is going through a
second childhood, acting very mature. So the descriptions are
fairly easy but what about the definition? I finally settled on Dr.
Tony Evans. I’m a fan of his anyway. He says …

The best definition of maturity is that as I study the word, I
develop that conviction, I develop that ability to live out my life
according to that truth.
The other thing that needs to be kept in mind is that maturing is
not a one and done. It’s not an overnight kind of thing. Now the
description of a mature individual is best, I think, in the Fruit of
the Spirit, which is in Galatians 5:22. What kind of threw me
this week was I went through and skimmed through all of Paul’s
letters, and I went through Peter’s letters, and the others. And
what I found out is that every single letter has some kind of a
collage of descriptions of the spiritually mature person. But this is
probably the most systematic, and this is the steps on our
hundred-year-old farmhouse on South Street …

Years ago when we moved in, we thought that it would be kind of
cool to put the toe kicks and put the Fruit of the Spirit. So I
worked really hard, I hand-cut all of the stencils, and we got gold
paint, and we hand-painted the whole thing, and all of that. It was
looking really good, and that was on a Monday, it was a long day
off. And then on Tuesday I was driving to the church and Linda
called me, and she was quite distraught. She said, “You know, I
thought I would help you out, and I would go ahead and put the
first coat of urethane over the stencils.” And then she says, “but
one of them, the gold just bled all over, and I’m so sorry.”
I said, “It’s OK.”

She said, “I should have just left it for you.”
I said, “No, it would’ve done it for me as well.”
Well, that’s really not true, because I would have waited another
twenty-four hours, and that would have been … . She’s not here
this morning, so she doesn’t know I just said that!
So anyway, I’m driving along trying to say, “It’s OK. It’s OK. So
which one bled?”
She said, “Patience.” (LAUGHTER)
That’s a true story. You can’t make that stuff up. I’m just telling
you!
How do I know if I am if I am maturing? Suddenly I find out that
my initial reaction is not to protect and provide for self, but my
love sees the needs of others, and it gives of itself. When things
don’t go my way, when hard times come, yeah, it’s not easy. But
joy is not this kind of giddy kind of attitude or this hilarity or
something. But joy is that unshakable, conviction of the heart
that, in spite of all, all is well. And peace is not just simply sitting
in the corner being passive, but it is an aggressive act of making
peace rather than being a peace-breaker, according to James 4.
I find myself going in, mediating between brothers and sisters
that aren’t getting along and to become a peacemaker. Those are
the marks of what it means to be spiritually maturing. So what the
Spirit of God does, as we’re going to find out, He takes the word of
God, and He begins to mold and shape my life. So I center my life
on that truth, and I live it out, and people begin to say, “He’s
acting rather maturely.”
But it’s not a crisis one-and-done event. My salvation,
regeneration, I believed, I was saved, guaranteed, going to heaven.
Someday I’ll stand in His presence. I’ll be glorified. I’ll be like Him
in character because I’ll see Him as He is.

20:00
But it’s just not an overnight thing.
Way back when I was in Bible college, one of my first jobs there
was to be a janitor at Cinderella City, which in those days was kind
of the Mall of America. It was the hottest and latest thing. I’ve
always said, “You’re not qualified to be a pastor unless you’ve first
been a janitor. And so you go around and you’re mopping up
spilled Orange Julius and things like that.
While I was working there, there were several Vietnam vets who
had just come back, and it was the only job they could land. And I
worked with these guys, and one of them, Ed, he was just like,
“Whew! WOW!” The war really fried him, but He had a real
hunger and need in his life. Over weeks I just kept sharing the
Gospel with him. I had the delight of seeing Ed come to know
Jesus.
So we would make sure we were sweeping the same east wing or
something at the same time or something, and so we would spend
the work time, and I’m trying to disciple him and introduce him to
the Bible and talk about all that. One-time we’re walking together,
pushing our brooms, and I ran into my old high-school traveling
roommate. In Cozad when you travel with the basketball team,
there were two preachers’ kids on the team, and the coach just
thought that apparently the two preachers would get along fine,
and he put us together. Skip and I had almost nothing in common,
but it worked out fine.
All these years later we ran into Skip in the mall there, and I said,
“Man, I haven’t seen you forever. How are you doing?”
He said, “Great.”
I said, “What are you doing?”
He said, “I’m in Bible college.”

I said, “You?”
He said, “Yeah.”
I said, “WOW! How’d that happen?”
He said, “I got saved, again.”
And here’s Ed, the brand-new believer, and I’ve just told him, “It’s
one and done, Man. Jesus saved you, it’s a good thing.”
And he’s kind of looking at me and I said, “WOW!” I kind of
jabbed him a little bit, and I said, “How many times would that
make?”
And without cracking a smile or anything, he says, “I think six.”
You see the problem is he was in a theological world where it was
a crisis event
. You would go to the altar, and God would show up in a big way,
and suddenly you were perfected. And the problem with that is
that the flesh still lives. The flesh still wants what it used to want,
even though I’m a new man on the inside. And so every time my
buddy, Skip, would fail in the flesh, he felt like he had to be saved
again. It’s not that at all. It is the Spirit of God.
Take your Bible and go to the book of Hebrews 6. The apostle to
the Hebrews is quite concerned because they have gotten stymied
in their spiritual maturing.
Hebrews 5:11-14
11 About this we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since
you have become dull of hearing. 12 For though by this time you
ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the
basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid
food, 13 for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word
of righteousness, since he is a child. 14 But solid food is for the
mature, for those who have their powers of discernment trained
by constant practice to distinguish good from evil.

Hebrews 6:1
Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ
and go on to maturity.
Be careful! One of the things we’re grappling with here at church,
the elders are looking into, is this whole Christian education
thing. I’m on bullish on Christian education. And the reality is
that our Bible studies are not a one-size-fits-all kind of thing. I’m
very cognizant every Saturday that when we come here on Sunday
morning, there are going to be children here in the worship center
hearing the Scriptures. And there are going to be seasoned adults
who read it in the original language. And there are going to be
believers of every stripe and age among us. And some people are
here and they’re going, “I haven’t got a clue what they’re talking
about, but it sounds rather interesting,” and all of that.
That works for the public gathering and all that, but there has to
be more than that. There has to be age-stage development, and by
“age-stage” I don’t mean a class for old people and a class for
young people because the reality is, some of the most immature
Christians I know are old people chronologically. They’re just very
selfish, and they’ve just never grown up. And they’re just wading
along. And some new believer, some young people, I mean, are
very mature. So we’re looking into “How do we bring Bible
teaching, which is absolutely essential for spiritual growth, no one
ever became spiritually mature weather remain Biblically
illiterate.” This is the one tool God has given us to grow us up.
How’re we going to do that?
While my generation and the one in front of me, we like to receive
God’s word in a certain way. The generation that follows me, my
son’s generation and that, they have their own kind of style and
way they like to receive it. And the millennials, they don’t want
you to tell them anything. They already know it all, they’re just
waiting for you to shut up so they can tell you. But they, too, need
the word.
We grapple with that. That’s what he’s talking about. If you’re a
brand-new Christian you can’t eat a steak, Biblically. The whole

doctrine of Melchizedek, are you kidding me, talk about choking
to death. You don’t go there, so there’s got to be,, Biblically a way
for baby Christians to begin receiving the word.
25:02
And then to have somebody come along say, “OK, now it’s time for
you to start pouring your own milk. Now you can start feeding
yourself.” That’s what he’s talking about.
Look at the book of Philippians. The amazing thing, maybe it
discourages you or maybe it encourages you. The amazing thing is
that it is a progressive thing. And even the great Apostle Paul said
He had not yet arrived.
Philippians 3:12-15
12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but
I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me
His own. 13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my
own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us
who are mature think this way …
… think this way …those of us who are mature … .
Now, let’s come back to our key text …
Colossians 1:28
Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone
with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ.

A proclaimer, a proclamation, is the word for a “herald.” It is
the individual that was sent ahead of a dignitary that was coming

to the community. You’ve got a story of that back in the book of
Isaiah 40, where he says, you know, go before, prepare the way,
level the road, behold your God. It’s that preparation kind thing
that John the Baptist did in preparing the nation of Israel for the
coming of Christ. He was so powerful that they got confused and
said, “Are you the Christ?”
He said, “No, I’m not the Christ. I’m the one that is sent before
him.”
A proclaimer is sent with a message to be announced. It’s an
authoritative message. And the message, notice he says here,
“Him we proclaim.”
So spiritual maturity begins by hearing the message of Jesus. And
the beauty of it is, and I love this, I stole it from somebody. I take
no credit for it. But you want to mark it down because this is a
keeper. Jesus was expected in the Old Testament. He was
exhibited in the Gospels. And He is explained in the epistles.
It’s all about Jesus. So when the message that causes us to grow
up spiritually is a message that focuses on Jesus the Christ, that
we build our lives around Him.
Now we said last week, this proclamation begins with a
declaration about God, about man, about Christ, and about belief.
You start out by recognizing that God is unstained holiness. He is
radiantly unapproachable. He has is removed is separated from all
that is evil.
And then, you have to understand what the Bible says about man.
Man is a rebel. He is fallen. Left to his own, he would never choose
God. He’s already got a god on his throne, and the throne of his
life is not a loveseat for two. It’s one, and he’s already there. He
doesn’t want God there. That’s man.
But then there’s the story of Christ. It’s the promised Head
Crusher of Genesis 3:15. It’s a story of the Sacrificial Lamb. It’s
the story of the One that stands in and substitutes, the One that

He would take His hands and name the sins of the people as the
Scapegoat and send Him into the wilderness, the One that He
would name the sins of the people and they would offer on a
sacrifice. There’s this portrait of Christ.
So we understand. We’re proclaiming to you that God is holy and
totally unapproachable and that you’re a loser. Tattoo that to your
forehead. You’re a loser. And you can’t approach Him. But your
heart wants to see His face. That’s why over and over in the
Scriptures, it promises, “And they will see His face. They will see
the face of God.” Why? Because the separation. There is still the
longing in us to see Him, and we can’t. And then we find out that
Jesus paid it all. That Jesus is the One that came in order to be the
bridge between a holy God and a sinful man. And we explain the
story, but it doesn’t end there.
As we said last week, it’s the story of belief, that I have to repent. I
have to say that these gods I’ve been hanging onto, these beliefs
that have given me significance and security, they are no gods,
and I have to release my grip on those, and I have to embrace
Christ and Him alone. That’s repentance. I have to lean
completely on Him, trust Him. I have to stay committed to Him.
That’s what he’s talking about. With “Him we proclaim.” The first
thing that will grow you up spiritually is hearing the Good News of
what Christ has done for you, embracing that and receiving it.
And the second one is admonition.

29:57

My version says, “warning everyone.” Now warning everyone is a
relational ministry. It is from that we get the phrase “nouthetic
counseling.” It’s the care of the soul. We warn everyone. And I
noticed how specific it is. I want you to take your Bible and turn
back to the book of Acts, and let your eyes find the twentieth
chapter. I want to read a few verses there.
And while you’re turning there, just a heads-up for those of you
dads that are dropping your kids at AWANA or something on
Wednesday night, or your wife is over in the ladies’ Bible study,
and you’re tired of going over to Wal-Mart and getting a cold
hamburger at McDonald’s, and you’re looking for something to
do, we have a group of men that gather in the conference room
here in front, and we read the book of Acts together. That’s what
we do. We’re having a great time, and we’d love to have you join
us if you would like.
I want you to notice here in Acts 20, the Apostle Paul speaking to
the leadership of the church in Ephesus.
Acts 20:26-31
26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the
blood of all, 27 for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole
counsel of God. 28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all
the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care
for the church of God, which He obtained with his own blood. 29 I
know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among
you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves will
arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples
after them. 31 Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years
I did not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears.
The Ministry of admonition is undeniably relational. It’s personal.
And what it is, it’s loving others enough to see that the things they
are beginning to believe or the behaviors they are beginning to
display are going to lead their caboose to come off the rail that if
you continue on this path, there is going to be pain and
destruction.

Admonition is a shepherd caring enough, even if it’s at night and
visiting you in your home. Paul said, “You know that for three
years, night and day, I saw the direction of your lives, and you
were professing Jesus. And I saw that where you were going and
what you profess weren’t the same, and I came to you, and I pled
with you. When you needed encouragement, I encouraged you. I
took the risk of losing your friendship.” Proverbs says that “a
reproof from a friend is better than a compliment from an
enemy.”
He cared enough to reprove us and to get us back on the path. If
we’re going to grow to maturity, we have got to be loved enough
that when somebody sees us deviating from the way, that they will
come and put an arm around us and say, “Can I help you get back
on the path?”
Paul said He did it with tears. That’s how relational it is. I have to
say over the last twenty-some years together, the number of
opportunities I’ve had to sit with some of your shepherds, some of
our shepherds, as they have appealed from the heart with bothers
and sisters who were choosing a destructive path. And to watch
the tears flow as they plead and beg. And many times, many
times, God graciously honored that love. And He turned their
hearts from a destructive way.
There’ve been many times when the stubbornness of the soul says,
“Get out of my face. Leave me alone.” One most painful one, I can
remember doing a home visit with one of the elders, and the next
day we got a letter threatening to take us to court. And in the
letter it said, “If you continue to express your love for me like that,
I will sue you.”
WOW! OK. To the glory of Jesus, go for it. I don’t know. That’s
what He’s talking about, admonition.
Relational compassion and care, not an arrogant, kind of know-itall thing, but from the heart. Would you turn me away?
And then, the third one is instruction …

…“and teaching everyone with all wisdom.”
Wisdom is insight to apply truth that is known. And the role of a
teacher is to make the complex simple and understandable.
My hero of Christian education, and I am passionate, I’m bullish
on Christian education.
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So much so that I’m actually dialoguing with a seminary right now
to see if they’ll let me get another degree in Christian education
because I think that’s what we need. The guy that nurtured my
heart to love teaching the word on that level said, “You know,
Tom, that the smartest preacher in the world is not the guy that
stands up there and when people are leaving they leave the
auditorium, they say, ‘WOW! That was heavy, that was deep, that
was amazing.’” He said that the smartest teacher is the guy when
people leave the thing, they’re looking at each other, and they’re
going, “Duh, why didn’t I think of that?”
So I was walking back to the children’s wing between services and
two of our security guys looked at me and went … like that.
(Slapped their foreheads!) I’m pretty they didn’t have a clue what
I was talking about, but it made me feel good for a moment.
What do we teach? Well, I want you to turn to 1 Peter 2. Go to
the right in your Bible, past Hebrews and James.
Notice he describes, first of all, what immature Christians look
like. So he says …

1 Peter 2:1
… put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy
and envy and all slander.
He says that it’s hard to define maturity, but we can certainly
describe immaturity, and compare it to mature behavior. Malice is
just this bitter, unforgiving spirit that just continues to agitate
about an offense received. To see somebody that simply can’t be
trusted. You would never give them, now this is an old man’s
statement, you never give him a blank check. You know, sign it
and give it. I suppose you would never give him your debit card
and the punch numbers or something. Hypocrisy is living a life
that your children know is not who you are when you’re out in
public. It’s being one thing here the other thing at home.
Envy is that just never content with what you have and always
resentful that others have what you don’t.
And slander. Slander is simply loving to have the latest scoop on
everything. It’s the murder of character.
1 Peter 2:2-3
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk,
that by it you may grow up into salvation – 3 if indeed
you have tasted that the Lord is good.
There is an appropriate time, and if you’re brand-new in Jesus,
you don’t need heavy theology. You just need the Scriptures
explained to you clearly. This teaching thing, you think back to the
story of Nehemiah, and Ezra, when they had reestablished
worship in Jerusalem, Ezra stood up on a platform, and He began
to read the Scriptures, and it said, “the men and women and the
children (everybody that was understandable age) they stood and
they listened to him read the Scriptures all the way up till noon.”
And while He was doing that, there were people going through the
crowd saying, “Do you understand what he’s talking about?”
And they said, “No, we don’t understand.” And they would explain
it to them in terms they could understand.

Just like our ushers and our elders would wander around this
morning, and they would say to you, “Do have any idea what
Rempel’s talking about?” And ninety-eight per cent of you will go,
“Haven’t got a clue.”
And they’d say, “Well, I don’t either, but let me try to explain it to
you.”
That’s what they would do. That’s teaching. And for infants, they
can only handle that. I mean they’ll choke to death on spiritual Tbones. But if you always are needing it simple and milk, if you
never get out of the third-grade Sunday school class, and you
actually have your AARP card and are still in the third-grade
Sunday school class, somebody needs to slap you upside the head
and say, “We need to grow a little bit.” That’s what he’s talking
about. There is a place for the milk of the word.
Now go to the left in your Bible to 2 Timothy 2. This is the theme
for our AWANA. This is what we’re doing at every Wednesday
night here with the children.
2 Timothy 2:15
Do your best to present yourself to God as one
approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed,
rightly handling the word of truth.
Every two-year-old, as I say, believes they can pour their own
milk. And we know they can’t. They’ll get some in the cup, most of
it will be on the table, and rest on the floor. If they’re in middle
school, and you’re still pouring their milk for them. shame on you,
shame on them. That’s what he’s talking about.
Here he says, develop the ability to handle the Scriptures for
yourself.
And then, go over to Chapter 3, notice He talks to Timothy …
1 Timothy 3:14-17
14 … as for you, continue in what you have learned and
have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it
15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted

with the sacred writings, (he got them from his mother,
his grandmother, and his ancient AWANA program) …
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… which are able to make you wise for salvation through
faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God
and profitable for teaching (that’s informational), for reproof
(that’s correctional), for correction (that’s discipline of the
word), and for training (that’s the exercise that makes us
grow up) in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be
complete, equipped for every good work.
The teaching of the word is essential. It’s THIS word that grow us
up.
Now because we’re virtually out of time, let me suggest five things
that will help you become mature if you commit to those at Faith
Bible Church.
Boldly identify with Christ
Commit to His Bride (Community)
Maintain a healthy Biblical diet
Obey Long in a single direction
Keep Christ central in all things
The first one is, and you’re tired of hearing me saying this, but the
first one is you must boldly identify with Christ.
I’m starting to get under some of your skin, or maybe not, you’ve
already changed churches because you don’t want to hear it again.
But if you have verbalized faith in Christ, that “on the basis of
what Jesus did for me, I rest in him for eternal life,” but you have
stubbornly refused to identify with Him with the number-one step
of obedience which is baptism, which doesn’t add anything to
your salvation, but He said, “go make disciples and baptize them.”
It’s step of obedience one. Don’t expect that you’re going to grow
any further than you’ve already grown. You’ve tabled out. Why
should He teach you something new about Him if you’re unwilling
to do according to what He’s already taught you, to be baptized,
boldly?

He hung publicly naked on a cross for you. How shameful is it for
you to get a little wet for Him? So boldly identify with Him. That’s
the first.
The second one is, commit to his bride, his community. Be
committed to the church. We grow in community. We grow
together. Iron sharpens iron. We hear the word together. We
challenge each other together. Like I said three weeks ago and in
1976 when I had had it with the church and its structure and its
politics and all, I thought I was gong to help God out by creating
something He’d never thought of before, I would start a home
Bible study movement. And so we would just forget the church
and all that. We would just go. And I have learned to love the
church. I believe in the church. I will give my life to the church.
It’s what He loves. It’s His bride. Now she’s kind of a mess, I mean
she looks like an old lady on an airplane in the midst of a turmoil.
She’s trying to put her makeup on, and she’s gotta straighten her
face out. She’s got stains on her veil. She’s got tears in her train.
And he needs some preparation for her day of her wedding. But
it’s His bride. And you can’t grow spiritually in isolation. You need
your brothers and sisters in Jesus. So commit yourself to that.
The third, maintain a healthy Biblical diet. Be continually
receiving the word on the ability you’re able to receive it, and
stretch yourself a little bit. Go a little further and say, “WOW!
That’s a little challenging. I gotta think on that.”
Like I said, yesterday was great delight to kick off another reading
in the Gospel of John. So, you know, just to start being a
consumer of the word. Find a Bible study to become a part of. Go
to a Sunday school class. Or better yet, sign-up to teach the
children. The teachers always learn more than the students. But
develop a healthy diet of Biblical intake.
And fourth, obey long in a single direction, which simply
means have this commitment: When you’re reading and receiving

the word, if it says to do something or to believe something, before
you read it, commit yourself to doing it or believing it.
I can’t tell you how many times I’ve read the Bible and said, “I
don’t like that very well. I really didn’t want to hear that, and
that’s certainly not what I want to do”? But why would He give
you more insight if you were in the negotiating stages on the
insight He’s already given you?
So you commit yourself to obeying the word, and keep Christ
central in all things because it really is all about Him. It is all
about … He is the first, He is the last, He is everything.

I hate to keep harping on it, but it was doing a study in the Gospel
of John that God used to take this preacher-evangelist’s kid at age
twenty-one, and bring me to faith in Christ. I just encourage,
anybody can read the Gospel of John. It’s a piece of cake. If you
are willing to meet with some people, just start reading. I mean,
you can read it over the noon hour, in your conference room. You
could ask your teacher, “Hey, can we use the classroom over the
noon hour? We’re going to read the Bible together in here.”
You can do it at the health club, the coffee shop. You can invite the
neighbors to your living room. Just start reading the Gospel of
John. Read a chapter a week. Just read a chapter, and say, “OK,
everyone is going to read chapter one next week.” Because the the
beauty of it is, as He says in John 20, and I don’t get any
royalties for selling this, either, by the way, he says, many other
things Jesus did, they’re not written in this book, but these have
been written in order that you might believe that Jesus is the

Christ, that is, the fulfillment of all the Old Testament prophecies
and the son of God. And if you believe that, you have life in His
name.
Invite people that have a vague understanding or no
understanding, and you say, “OK, we’re the jury, and John is the
prosecuting attorney, and He said I’m going to to present a case
that Jesus is the Christ, and He’s God’s son.” And so you meet one
week, and you read chapter one. And you say, “All right, how do
we vote? Did He prove it or not?” You read chapter two. By the
time you get to chapter three, they’re either in or they’re out.
Chapter three, “God so loved the world He gave His only Son. He
didn’t come to condemn the world, but that the world by Him
might be saved. But the world liked the darkness rather than light
because their deeds were evil.”
If they say, “I’m not coming back,” you know what they’ve chosen:
to live in the darkness. Then do something to explain the story of
Christ and your spiritual growth will just take off like a rocket.

We close with this. The apostle Peter closed his second letter with
this: “But grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Savior and
Lord Jesus Christ. To Him, he says, be the glory forever. Amen

