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Tom Rempel – Faith Bible Church
Series: Faith On Mission
Ephesians 2:17-22 / 3:14-21
Good morning, Faith Bible Church, we’re glad that you’re here
this morning, especially if you’re our guest this morning, a special
welcome to you. We are always thrilled to see who God draws
together.
If you look at your bulletin, the back flap of that is perforated
which allows you to fold it and remove it, and we would encourage
you to take time to complete the information that’s requested
there. It gives us an opportunity to get to know you. If there’s any
particular way we can be of ministry service to you, we’re honored
to do that. You just indicate it on that sheet and then place it at
the appropriate time in that folder that’s coming. If your needs are
confidential in nature, if you just tell us that, we’d the honored
just to keep it with the pastoral staff. We’d be delighted to serve
you in any way we can.
I want you take your Bible, and I want to turn to the book of
Ephesians, and I want you to find Ephesians 3. My takeaway
from yesterday, as I need to be very careful about my clock
management, if my points are going to count, you know, and then
also if you don’t get the point, I’m not afraid to throw it eight
times in the same spot just so that you get the point, so just giving
you a heads-up right now.
I want to pick up in up in Ephesians 2:17 so that it sets the
context. What we’ve been doing over the last several weeks is
looking at the four foundational values or the four ministries that

create the framework around which everything that Faith Bible
Church seeks to do for God’s purposes are structured. This
morning we want to wrap it up with the fourth, and it comes out
of Ephesians 3, but I want to set it up by reading …
Ephesians 2:17-22
17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off (that
is, to the Gentiles) and peace to those who were near (that is to the
Hebrews). 18 For through him we both (that is Jew and Gentile)
have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no
longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the
saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself
being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being
joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him
you also are being built together (Gentile, Jew, together) into a
dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
Now jump down to …
Ephesians 3:14-21
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom
every family in heaven and on earth is named, 16 that according to
the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with
power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through faith – that you, being rooted and
grounded in love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the
saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and
to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may
be filled with all the fullness of God.

14

Here’s our text …
20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that
we ask or (even) think, according to the power at work within us,
21 to him be glory (the radiance, the fame) in the church and in
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
Usually it takes two chapters, maybe three, of a book before I’ve
determined whether I’m going to read the entirety of it or not.
This particular book, I read the foreword, and I knew I was going
to read the whole book, it’s A Million Miles in a Thousand Years,

in the forward he says, “If you if you went to a movie about the life
of guy that wanted to own a Volvo, during the movie you would
probably feel like you had been robbed. And when they drove his
Volvo off of the lot and tested the windshield wipers, you probably
wouldn’t shed a tear, you’d probably not cry, because people don’t
cry at movies about people that want to own a Volvo. And when
you got home, you probably would not buy the soundtrack for the
movie and sit in your living room and reflect back on what you
had seen. And in fact in two weeks you would probably have
forgotten that you even saw the movie.”
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Many of us are living our lives as though buying a Volvo is all that
there is. We invest ourselves to get possessions and position,
power, and influence.
But when we think about the purposes of God and what he wants
for Faith Bible Church, we started several weeks ago by asking the
question, “What if we succeed in everything that we do only to
discover that we’re doing the wrong thing?”
There are four things that we are convinced that God would have
us to do. It’s the foundation, the framework, of what we are. The
first one is …

“He has called to us to reach as many as are called to eternal life.”

We believe that God’s purpose for the church on earth is in order
that lost peoples might be rescued. That’s why He says in
Matthew 28, “I want you to go into all the world and preach the
Gospel. I want you make disciples of all nations, and I’ll be with
you always.” The purpose that God has for our church is that
people that are without Christ might get the message of Christ,
and they might come to know Him. Lost people are depending on
us to bring them the Good News.
So here’s just a few. It’s kind of like going to a new-attenders class,
and by the way, starting on the eighteenth, if you’re new to Faith
Bible Church, and you’d like to get to know the leaders and try to
figure out what’s going on and how we function and why we do
that, we’re going to have a new-attendees class during this hour
that’ll start on the eighteenth and just run for five weeks. I
encourage you to come.
One of the things we would introduce you to are some of the some
of the missional partnerships that we’re sharing over the years.
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One of those is the Pregnancy
brother Pat
last week with us, and we started the Baby-Bottle Drive and we
still have a few baby bottles out there. As we said last week, we’ve
tested it. You can write as big a check as you want, and it will still
fit in the top. We encourage you to do that. It goes to rescue the
lives of babies who have not yet been born, and also to disciple
moms and dads to walk with Jesus and create Christian homes.
And so for many years we’ve had the delight of being involved
with the Pregnancy Center.

And People’s City Mission and even to the extent some were
able to be involved even in the creating of the medical clinic and
all of that. Groups of Faith people go out there to serve meals and
d0 discipleship with people.
And the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. We’ve been
involved with Fellowship Christian Athletes since Wendell and
Marie WERE Fellowship of Christian Athletes. This is one of those
great ministries bringing the Gospel to coaches and studentathletes and leading them to faith in Christ and plugging them in
to Bible churches where they can be discipled to grow and walk
with Christ.
For many years involved with Youth for Christ. Even now we
are blessed to have the executive director, Matt Schulte, serve on
our local missions team, reaching out to students in schools that
probably would not darken the door of our church nor know they
were invited, but they take the Gospel to them where they are.
And Juvenile Justice. This is one of the more recent and
exciting things. I’ve known Eldon Dietrich for thirty years. A few
years ago Eldon was kind of put a position where he had come up
with a new career track because the company he had worked for
as a construction manager had closed. We talked many times and
drank a lot of coffee, and he said, “Tom, I could get another job,
but what I really want to do in this season of my life, I want to do
something that lasts for eternity, I want to do something
different.”
We prayed about it and investigated a number of things, and then
he met Matt Schulte, and together they found out that the juvenile
center, the youth detention, was available, and they would accept
the chaplaincy. So Eldon became the chaplain. And Eldon is
literally out there every day of the week. But then on top of that, it
has opened the doors for like fifteen of us are able to go out there
and do Bible studies with students that are incarcerated and share
the Good News of Jesus and love them. And it continues to grow
in the way of truth.

I wanted to get the number, but it’s either twenty-three or twentysix foreign-nation citizens have made Lincoln their permanent
home, their permanent address. Like I said before, Darryl Racey,
whom I’ve known for years, every time he would come back from
Amman, Jordan, he would say, “Tom, don’t you see what’s
happening in Lincoln?” And I have to be honest, I didn’t see it.
The world is moving to our city. So four churches had the
conviction of God that we ought to get together and do something
about it. So Ben and Addie Powell have been ordained, appointed,
commissioned to go and bring the Gospel to foreigners who
are actually making Lincoln their home, but they’re from a
cultural difference.
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And God’s just starting to stir and to bless the Gideons. For
many years we’ve been involved with the Gideons. It’s one of my
personal favorite ministries. I was exposed to Gideons from the
time I was three years old on, I think. They simply put Bibles in
places where people in a moment of need or perhaps of a dark
time will open up a drawer and pull it out. Recently, kind of a cool
thing is happening Lincoln. It used to be when you read a Gideon
Bible it was the King Jimmy. It had nice poetic ring to it, but it
just didn’t quite make sense, and the English Standard Version
publishers gave them permission to publish the Gideon Bibles in
the ESV. So they have gone recently, just in recent weeks, through
our entire city, and every hotel room in Lincoln now has a brandnew ESV Bible in it. The money we give, 100%, goes to buy Bibles,
and the Gideons, the men, they cover their own expenses, and
they give their own time, and we could use four or five more of
you now, this season, to join that team taking the Gideon Bibles.
One of the businessmen in the church was in St. Louis a week ago
for, not just baseball, although he snuck in a couple games on us,
but he was actually there. And after meeting he realized his cell
phone was running down on the battery, so he went up to his
room to get his charger, and a sixty-some-year-old maid was
cleaning his room. He apologized, grabbed the charger, and she

said, “You know, I’ve never seen that before. In all the years I’ve
cleaned rooms.”
He said, “What’s that?”
She said, “The Gideon Bible out of the drawer.” She said, “I’ve
done this for a long-time but never seen it.”
He admitted that he had taken too small a print Bible, and at his
age he couldn’t read it. So he’s using the Gideon Bible because it
had larger print. But we continue to support and participate in
that.
The Good News Jail and Prison Ministries. This one to me
… way back when Sheldon Crapo first came to Lincoln to establish
that, I can remember, we were still over at the Trade Center for an
office, and Sheldon came, and he shared his heart for that, and
God allowed us to be a part from the beginning. For five years the
executive director was actually one of our elders here, and then
Sheldon came back and picked up the ministry.
So, many years of faithfulness, and many of our brothers and
sisters have gone Sunday after Sunday, Wednesday after
Wednesday, into the Correctional Center and opened the Bible
and shared the Good News of Jesus. But an exciting thing, over
the last two years with all of that seed planted and watered,
suddenly there’s been like a revival of salvations. God’s just doing
amazing things. I got a live long enough up to see that happen.
There’s an opportunity for you to be involved in adding Child
Evangelism Fellowship, the after-school clubs in the public
schools. They make it possible for us to teach the Bible. A lot of
you have done a Back-yard Bible Clubs to bring the Gospel to your
community and involved with that.
One of the areas that God’s blessed us over many years is in the
Retirement Centers. In reality right now we’re in four
retirement centers, but every retirement center in Lincoln, and as
you can see, they are building a lot of them. Every single one of

them said, “If you will send a team there to do services with our
residents, we’ll welcome you there.” We just simply have more
opportunity than we have resources or people resources to do. But
we’ve been doing that.
I remember when a couple of us went, one of our elders and Linda
and I went to a luncheon at the Legacy several years ago, and the
activities director that put the luncheon on for us, at the end of the
luncheon, She said to us, “When you come here, I don’t want you
entertaining our people. We can entertain them just fine. But we
want you to point them to Jesus.” Because she said, “Between now
and a month from now when you’re back, several of them will
likely be in eternity. You might be the last one who has the chance
to point them to Jesus.”
So if God could use you, if you just like just singing hymns and
opening the Scriptures or plunking on a piano or playing a guitar
or something, John Gustafson will welcome you to the team. God
is just literally throwing open door after door for us in that area.
That’s local ministry.
On the international scene, over the years we’ve had many
privileges, but recently, the missions team has really felt a
conviction.
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Mike and I, Hertzler, kind of oversees this. We’ve had a passion
for indigenous church planters and leaders for many years. Over
the last few years God just kind of kicked the door open for that.
So we’re involved with Martin and Possibilities Africa in Kenya
and Melawi. God just opened that. David introduced us to Martin

several years ago. Now there’s over 350 indigenous church pastors
and 350 churches planted all over, and it’s just continuing to
grow.
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So when you give your love offering to worship the Lord, a chunk
of that goes to support indigenous church planters who live on a
meager existence in order that they can bring the Gospel to their
people.
We got involved Kingdom Harvest International, and they
go into India and Ethiopia, and the same thing. For about $250 a
month you can support an evangelist-church-planting indigenous
pastor in India. You need to understand, many times they kiss
their families goodbye when they leave in the morning because
the villages they go into, many of them lose their lives for
preaching the Gospel. But every time you give and worship the
Lord we’re able to support that.
And our young people have gone with Mission Hope in Haiti. I
don’t know how many dozen of our youth have been able to go
down and work with that church and that ministry.
For many years we’ve supported Peggy Warren down in
Chihuahua, Mexico, where she teaches missionary students in the
school, and their mom and dad can go into the villages and share
the Gospel.
You met Terry and Lorie Lingel and Eric and Adriana. We
prayed for Eric’s release for four-and-a-half years, just because he
was sharing the Gospel, and he gets out of jail after four-and-ahalf years of unjustified, unjust incarceration. He’s out sharing
the Gospel again planting churches, and you make that possible.
Denise was an ER nurse, a very secure job here in Lincoln, but
God had laid on her heart as a teenager He wanted her in
ministry, and so she gave up that career track here. We sent her to
China where she went over to work with the leper clinics, but

when she got there, she did a bit of that. But God has opened a
door, and consistently she is invited to share with them the Good
News of the Scriptures.
One of the secret ones is John McDermott. He’s kind of our
stealth missionary. John is a young man that is here in the church
once in a while. But I hadn’t seen him for a while, so I sent him a
note to say, “Hey, John, how are you doing?”
He says, “Fine. I’m just leaving Cambodia, and I’m going to
Malaysia. Do you know anybody in Malaysia?”
I’m like, “What are you doing in Cambodia?” And the guy’s in
Asia, all over, just doing ministry with missionaries and teaching
the Word over there. And I said, “Yeah, I don’t know somebody in
Malaysia, but I know somebody in our church from Malaysia, and
her family lives in Malaysia.” So right now this week we’re trying
to connect them there.
Then, you know, Tiny Hands International actually was
birthed here at Faith Bible because one of our college students
Michael Harrow had graduated from Taylor University, and he
and some buddies of his decided they were just going to take six
months after graduation. They wanted to see the Himalayans.
They didn’t want to climb Everest but go hiking over there. So
Mike kept calling back, and he would either get ahold of myself or
Pastor Mike and say, “We’ve got to do something. You can’t
believe all of the kids that live on the streets in this city.”
So over weeks of that dialogue, we finally said, “Is there any
church there, anything we could work with?” He found a Baptist
church that was solid in the Word, and a couple of deacons were
willing to give up their jobs and their careers and open their
homes and create orphanages. God just continues to bless. That’s
on the international scene.

There’s also this relational scene.
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God has chosen to use us, not as we’re gathered, that would be an
attractional of kind of evangelism. But as we’re scattered, that’s
incarnational, that’s where we live and where we are. He has
asked us to be that friendship across which people might walk to
come to Jesus, to build a bridge to Christ. To do that, we
encourage everyone to see every person as an eternal soul with
one of only two destinations, either a forever heaven or forever
hell. And there’s nothing in between and have a burden and a
passion for their souls, to see people differently.
So the guy with the great big German Shepherd climbing up on
your chain-link fence is not only an neighbor but he is a lost soul.
The people that go to school with you, your classmates, they are
either going to go to heaven or hell when their life is over,
whenever that is, they’ve only got two possible destinations. That
person that drives you crazy at the office, the reality is that they
are an eternal soul, and we have got to learn to see them as that.
The next time you’re sitting at O Street, and you’re just about
ready to hit the motivator because somebody is sitting through a
green light, take a moment and look at the person parked next to
you and look in their eyes and see them as an eternal soul going to
heaven or hell.
20:00
God’s called us to reach as many as are called to eternal life when
they come to faith in Jesus Christ. Let me pull back. Some of us

have this tendency to want to go in and drop spiritual bombs on
people. We want to tell them out damned they are and
condemned they are, how God is so angry at their sin and all of
that. We need to keep in mind …
John 3:17
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world (they’re already condemned), but that
the world through Him might be saved.
We need to come to them with grace and kindness and love and
say, “I’m here on a rescue mission. There is a forever heaven and a
forever hell, and when you die, whenever that is, you’re going to
go to one or the other. And you are under his condemnation, but
by grace He is giving you a message of hope.”
We bring them Good News, not good advice to improve their life
or their marriage or their business. We tell them that there is a
relationship with the Living God, provided by faith alone in Christ
Jesus alone.
Ezekiel 33:11
… I find no pleasure in the death of the wicked …
… turn therefore, God says, and be saved.
Then we said, “and to bring all to maturity in Christ.

Colossians 1:28, we teach, we admonish, we encourage one
another in order that we might present every man complete in
Christ. In other words, there is a natural, required change of life
that comes from trusting Christ. He loves us too much to ask us to
change to come to Him. But, when we come to Him, He loves us

too much to leave us unchanged. So there is this growth and
spiritual maturing process that is initiated when spiritual birth
takes place.
Pastor Mike and I have a good friend who is an unbelievable
evangelist. It doesn’t matter where this guy goes and explains the
Gospel, people trust Jesus. Not just for months but for several
years, Mike and I would look at him and say, “Man, that’s not
enough,” you know. If we had a guy going around Lincoln, and he
was populating Lincoln with babies, but he was not giving them
any attention after the fact, we would smack him upside the
helmet. So you can’t just go into a prison and share the Gospel
and people believe, or go to Mexico, share the Gospel and leave.
You have a responsibility. It took a lot of years of that, and he
finally got it.
So we lead them to faith in Christ, and then we begin to walk with
the infants. We feed them the Word, the milk of the Word …
1 Peter 2:3
... in order that by it they might grow
to maturity in Christ’s likeness.
What that looks like at Faith Bible is kind of like this, and I’m
indebted here to George Lockyer. One summer George read
through the Gospels trying to look at the communication-teaching
model of Jesus. So George gave us the order, and I gave it the
John MacArthur-ism because George didn’t have all those nice
finishes on the word.

So it starts with Proclamation, moves to
Interpretation, Application and Imitation.

In other words, on Sunday morning when we come to preach,
among us there are children, there are teenagers, there are
grandparents and great- grandparents, and everything in
between. There are people that are brand-spanking-new believers
that are totally lost three verses into the message. And then are
those of you that are going, “For crying out loud, put some meat
on it, would you.” It’s like, you know, “I’ve heard all this before,
and I’ve outgrown the pabulum thing, I’m looking for something
meatier.” And there’s everything in between.
Then there are those people who are here that they think they’re
Jesus followers, but they’re kind of in the dark and don’t get it.
And others that don’t even know why they’re here. And Jesus’
model was He would speak in the gatherings to the masses. And
as He was speaking and some little kid over here was running off
chasing a butterfly and this kid over here is picking dandelions to
make a nice bouquet for his mom. Some guy’s been working hard
all week and he’s found a really smooth rock. Suddenly the sun’s
on him, they’re just fading away. The other people are just hungry
to learn more. That’s the proclamation model. That’s our
Sunday-morning gatherings. By God’s grace there is food for every
soul that is here. But we can’t custom-feed that.
Then what George noted was that oftentimes after the mass
gatherings some of the people, not that many, but some, would
come to Jesus and say, “Didn’t get it. Could you explain to me
what it was You were trying to say?” And the number of those
looking for the interpretation is smaller. We call that our
Sunday- School program. It more personalizes it, brings it down
into a relational so you’re still opening the same word. But in the
context where you can know and be known and you’re trying to
explain the meaning, and people have the freedom to say, “You
want to run that by me one more time? I don’t get it.”
25:05
So obviously there are more people interested in the gathering
than there is on the interpretation.

But then the third one is the application. Quite honestly there’s
forty or fifty people in your Sunday school class, and all of a
sudden the spirit of God’s just kind of jabbing you in the soul,
your kind of going, “I don’t think I’ll raise that question.” But
there’s all these people talking the teacher afterwards, so you just
take it home with you. You say, “I don’t exactly know what to do
with what God is saying to my heart.”
That’s where the small-group ministries, we call them FaithLife
(Home Studies) now, we used to call them Flocks and home
Bible studies, that’s where that comes into play. It’s where you can
know and be known, and you can look at somebody and say, “You
know, I’ve really got this attitude that stinks. I recognize it. I want
to do something about it, but … .” And obviously there’s less
people interested in that than the others.
But then you notice that Jesus poured his energy into twelve men,
twelve prayed-for, handpicked men. They became imitators of
Him. So we call that our Mentoring Discipleship
Relationship. We’ve got that heart to say, “You know what, I
want to be more. I want to know more. I want to be more.” God
uses men and women that are walking with Him to walk with you.
So it looks a little bit like this. The maturing ministries at Faith
Bible Church start with our Sunday School Electives, and
quite honestly, it’s in a little bit less structure and order than we’re
comfortable with, and we’re working hard at shoring that up and
trying to understand it.
Multiple Men’s Bible studies. If you want a men’s Bible study
in the morning, we’ve got one. You want one in the evening, we’ve
got one. You want one on Saturday, we’ve got one. I mean, God’s
just blessing the socks off of that area.
The women they’re just always trumping the men. They’ve got
Women’s Bible Studies provided for everything and
everywhere, at all times.

Then the home Bible study groups are flourishing at the same
time.
And then discipleship ministries, as well.
In other words, we take seriously the responsibility that those who
have come to faith in Christ will never become mature as long as
they remain Biblically illiterate. This is the meat. This is the food.
This is the milk. This is the thing that grows us up spiritually. So
on every possible level we need to make the study of God’s word
available.
Forty years ago or so, my hero of Christian education, Dr. Bill
Boyd, gave this formula, and I’ve carried it with me everywhere. I
would suggest you write it in the margin your Bible. This is a
keeper.
Knowledge + Obedience + Time = Maturity
Knowledge, understanding, taking in the Scriptures.
Secondly, obeying what you read. It’s not right to pray that God
will help you understand the Scriptures if you’re going to hold the
option of whether not to do what He’s going to tell you from His
Word. So it’s going in saying, “God, whatever You say, I’m going
to believe You, and I’m going to do it.” And then the reality is it
just takes time. Babies don’t learn to run overnight. They learn to
walk. Then they learn to trot. Finally, they learn to run, and even
then they still stumble and fall. So you just have to recognize the
more I’m taking in and the more I’m obeying, the more
coordinated I’m becoming. Ultimately I have God’s grace to use
those three things, and he’ll grow you up to maturity in Christ
Jesus.
The third one is equipping everyone
for ministry for service and many for leadership.

We take that seriously, and we looked at that last week. The
equipping relationship is the responsibility of helping each
member discover what their unique spiritual gifting is. What did
God give to you at the moment of your salvation that is different?
I can’t help myself, I’m a connector, so I see somebody’s passion
or somebody’s gift, and I’ve always got three or four opportunities
in my mind. I scare the staff around here. They call me Captain
Chaos because, you know, I see your gift, and I see your passion,
and I fan the flame. I say, “Go for it. Go for it.”
You need to understand, my hero in this was was Frank
Tillapaugh who wrote The Church Unleashed. Frank Tillapaugh
had a big ministry, Bear Valley Baptist in Denver. On Thursday
this week I was having coffee with a guy that’s about fifteen years
younger than me. He’s just like a kid, like twelve, or something.
Anyway, he said back when he got out of Bible college after a
couple years on the job, he and his wife decided to move to
Denver so they could study under Frank Tillapaugh at Bear Valley
Baptist with the hope that they would be sent out by the church to
be church planters for that. So it was exciting.
29:55
The first time Linda and I went to Bear Valley Baptist, back in the
early 70’s, there were 120 people that made up what is now a
MEGA church. It was just kind of shocking because in those days
Baptists kind of went on a checklist kind of order thing. It’s like
first we do this then we do that and we do that. If you had any part
in the service you had to sit on one of the four thrones that they
always had, you know, positioned behind the sacred desk.

Frank was just full of energy and life, but there were 120 people,
roughly, jammed into the church. At the end of the service, he got
up, and he said, “Hey, hey, John would you just close us in
prayer?” And it’s just like, “Wait a minute, you can’t do that. It’s
totally out of the order.” He wasn’t sitting on any of the thrones
or anything. And, you know, I’ve got a Baptist background, and
we’re getting up thinking, “OK, we’re going to get one of those
flowery King Jimmy kind of prayers.” Instead, he just goes,
“WOW! It’s really been good to be here today. We’re so grateful
for what you’re doing. As we go out and serve you … .”
I’m thinking, “WOW! The Church Unleashed! To see that God
uniquely gifts people, and he lays before them vision or
opportunity.”
EQUIPPING
Using your spiritual gift does not require
a church-wide program!
See a need? Meet the need!
Now, that being said, to use your spiritual gift does not require a
church-wide program. Every one of us, we are never going to be
any stronger or healthier as a church than the number of people
that know Jesus that are willing to recognize their spiritual
enablement and use it for the building up of the body. We need all
of us to do that. So as long as you sit back and hold back or you
say, “Well, I know I’ve got this spiritual … I’ve got this passion, but
I haven’t seen a program that it fits.” You don’t need a program.
If God opened your eyes, you see a need, and it stirs you, because
the interesting thing is that probably nobody else is seeing the
need. That’s the amazing thing. That’s a principle I learned from
Tillapaugh, that God will open the eyes of those He’s gifted to see
what other people don’t.
I was sitting with somebody in the office here a week ago, and he’s
like, “Tom, we need some more help with this. We need some
more people to sign up for that.” He said, “They just don’t get it. I
explain it to them, and they just look at me.”

I said, ”That’s because it’s not their gift. It’s not their passion.
You’re there because God gifted you there. That’s OK.” I think he
was a bit relieved. He thought maybe there was something wrong
with their spiritual maturity. They’re all fired up about something
else God is doing. So if you see a need, and your heart is stirred,
chances are it’s because God has uniquely prepared you to be the
solution to that need. And you don’t need us to create a churchwide program for you to do it.
EQUIPPING
Need the BODY?
Pastor Mike
Now, how do you put some coordination and structure to a body
like that and not become totally chaotic? It’s as simple as this. If
you need the members of the body to join you in your ministry,
you need to get ahold of Pastor Mike and say, “You know, this is
bigger than just me. I need some other people to sign up and help
with that.” Go talk to Mike, and he’ll talk about how we get the
BodyLife plugged into it.
Need the BUILDING?
Gene Nelson
Now, if you need our building, then just get ahold of Gene Nelson.
Say, “I’ve got this great thing I’d like to do, but we need some
square footage. Is it possible I could use the building?” Before you
set your schedule and know your plans, go see Gene Nelson, and
Gene will always say, “Yeah, we’ll make it work.” He just loves to
do that.
I pulled into the parking lot this morning at seven o’clock, and the
sun was just barely cresting over there, which, praise the Lord, it
did come up! Tom Osborne said, “The sun will come up in the
morning.” I didn’t know, quite honestly last night. But there it
was, coming up in the morning. As I was pulling into my parking
spot, I see somebody walking around the garage down here. I’m
thinking, “WHOA! We’re being robbed.” I closed the door, and I
drove on down there. Carrie asked me, “What were you going to

do?” Well, you know my Mennonite background, I am rather a
pacifist. I’m not packing. If Linda was along, she would have used
a Ruger, we would have had this baby covered. I’m thinking I’m
going to take him out with the bumper of my Cruiser. Like this
will work.
And I get down there, and it’s Gene Nelson. On Sunday morning.
It’s seven o’clock. And he said, “I just noticed that the path, the
sidewalk up to the Ark for the families is a little rough. I just
thought I’d come early and smooth it out.” What an unsung hero
Gene is. I’m so grateful God gave him. So if you need the building,
just get ahold of Gene.
Need the BUCKS?
Carrie Nyberg
If you need our “bucks.” If you need some dollars to make it
happen. You need to get ahold of Carrie. Now Carrie, you tell her
what you need, and her answer is always, “No, would you repeat
the question?”
My answer’s always, “Yes, what was the question, again?” So we
balance each other well.
Actually, the reason God has blessed us, I think, financially so
much is that we have a Carrie on our stewardship team. There is
not one dime that you have given in worship of the Lord that they
cannot tell you where it went. So if you need financial resources to
make your ministry happen, that’s the order.
But then we move to the final.

On my shelf, those you that read FaithNotes understand, on my
shelf are some books, dusty books.
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And they’re stories of ministry train wrecks, people that published
their narrative prematurely. One of them I pulled off this week is a
hardbound copy. It’s 1971 copyright. God did an unbelievable
thing in the heart of Chicago back in the 60’s, unprecedented.
Today, it’s kind of normal, but it was unprecedented then. There
was a church planted in the hub of Chicago. That congregation
looked like the United Nations, and their elder board looked the
same. So every tribe, tongue, and nation were gathering together,
and they were finding life in Jesus, and they were finding unity.
The walls of division from Ephesians 3 have been torn down. It
was such an exciting thing that a publisher from Wheaton came
and asked. “Let’s tell the story,” and they published the story of
this great jaw- dropping thing. Two years later, the lead pastor of
that was in paralyzing depression, almost suicidal.
The very thing that was the great glory thing that the book was
written about had literally imploded. And it fractured right along
those very lines. Why? Because Satan’s number one strategy is
division. Wherever God is at work and there’s unity, he will come
in and he will divide it. And it almost destroyed a man’s life, and it
almost destroyed his home. God was gracious. He had an uncle
that loved him through those two years of darkness, and God had
a great ministry.
Many of the books he wrote subsequent to that were a great
ministry to me. When I was pastoring out in Gothenburg, our
denomination had kind of an unprecedented thing happen in a
suburb of Omaha. Two young, energetic, and creative pastor
friends of mine were co-leading this ministry. And it was just
happening. I mean, God was doing things. I got invited to come
from Gothenburg to be there for when they laid hands on and
ordained their first elder team. I can still close my eyes and
remember what a glorious morning that was. And our
denomination from their headquarters in Minnesota sent out a

photographer and a writer, and they wrote the story. That church
became the cover story for their monthly publication.
Two years after those accolades, those pastors weren’t even
speaking to each other. If you listened closely, you could hear this
great sucking noise as people were departing that fellowship. A
really close friend of mine from Canada came in to try to be the
pastor of revitalization, and it was just a brutal five-year ministry.
They published the story too soon.
Linda and I were sitting in a big auditorium in a western suburb
of Chicago. The associate pastor who had been there from the very
beginning was up. That Sunday morning he decided it would be
great just to celebrate all the great things that were happening in
their body. He talked about it, and he said, “God’s done a great
thing here.” But then he went on to just kind of like elevate
THEM. I still remember he said, “Churches from around the
world are looking to us for insight and direction.”
Linda looked at me and said, “This isn’t going to turn out well.”
It was less than two years later that that man, who’d been 25+
years on the team, was unemployed looking for a new career
track.
Reaching as many as are called to eternal life bringing all to
maturity in Christ and equipping everyone to serve and many to
lead. It can create this kind of pride or egotism. And the
Scriptures are uncompromisingly clear: Pride always comes
before the fall. And so our fourth leg of conviction is that it must
all be done to the glory of God. It’s not about our story. It’s not
about our history. It’s not what God is doing in Lincoln at this
season of time, even though what God has done in Lincoln in the
last twenty years is absolutely jaw-dropping if you could look at
the lay of the land.
I sat down one day after having lunch with a few pastors, and I
just took a yellow pad and drew a rough map of Lincoln. I
identified the historic Bible-teaching churches of Lincoln. I very

quickly was able to put them on the map, about twelve. It was just
kind of anchor church like a great big shopping mall with their
box stores on the end or something.
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But then I started putting in there the churches that have been
established and were doing well that would preach the same
Gospel we did in the years since Faith Bible Church was birthed.
Most of them have come into being in the last ten or less years. In
five minutes alone I was able to identify sixteen new Bibleteaching Gospel-presenting churches in our city. God’s done an
amazing thing. But it’s not to write an amazing story about
churches in Lincoln or our church, but it’s now to Him Who is
able … Him Who is able.
That’s an amazing line. The apostle Paul has just prayed some
jaw-dropping things that you might know Him, that He might
indwell you in His fullness. He had asked God for some stuff that
was off-the-charts great, and he closes it with this great doxology:
“Now to Him who is able,” which simply means that God’s arm is
never short to save, that God’s power is never rendered impotent,
that God’s purposes are ever greater than God’s provision. To Him
Who is able, which means that son or that daughter that has spit
in your face and turned their heart away from the Gospel.
When you pray that God will rescue them, you pray with bold
confidence that He is able to do all that we would ask. That that
certified, un-savable sinner with the L-tattooed-to-the-forehead
loser is not beyond the power of the rescuing grace of God. So we
ask. And not only what we ask for, but he says, “And is able to do
even beyond what we would think.”
Now we ask, and sometimes it’s like, “WOW! Are you sure, you
know, you’re really putting God on the spot. You’re really asking
for a little more there.” Without verbalizing it, we also have these
dreams or visions, and we think, “Wouldn’t it be cool if God did?”
Paul said our God is able to do what we verbalize and what we’re
afraid to verbalize because it’s too big. He’s able.

I can remember praying that for our church. It just doesn’t seem
like it could happen. But he said that He is able.
I’ve told you before, my uncle Frank, the one that slept with a
revolver under his pillow, and said, “They’ll never take me alive.”
I’m sixty-five years old, my mom’s eighty-nine. She still doesn’t
think I’m old enough to know the story behind that. It’s like,
“Mom! Why’s Uncle Frank got a gun under his pillow?” From the
time I was an infant on, he was the one rebellious member of the
whole clan. And we were taught to pray … we always closed our
eyes …
“Now I lay me down to sleep.
I pray the Lord my soul to keep.
If would die before I wake,
I pray the Lord my soul to take,
And God save uncle Frank. Amen.
I got saved at twenty-one. At twenty-five I got a phone call from
my father, and he says, “WOW! We’re so excited. Uncle Frank
trusted Jesus.”
And we’re like, “Say what?”
And he said, “Yeah, Uncle Frank was genuinely born-again.”
That messed up my whole prayer life. Amen didn’t seem to finish
it out very well.
Paul says, “Now to Him Who is able to do beyond what you would
have the courage to say, even beyond what you would think. To
Him be the glory, the radiance, the fame.”
How is God made famous in the church? Let me suggest three
things related to our three circles.
God is made famous when
certifiably un-savable sinners are rescued.

When our hearts will not release. We have the chalkboard out
here, the Rescue Board. It’s kind of become more of a kids’ graffiti
wall. But the names that are being written over, you wrote them
there. Somebody you worked with. For me it’s my next-door
neighbors. And how God’s opening the door to their hearts. It’s
someone in your family, and your heart is crushed and broken
and you said, “You know, I’ve been praying, and now I want the
church to pray with me.” And we pray.
And when God miraculously steps in and He rescues one of those
un-savable sinners, the ones we gave up on, and we didn’t think
He was able, and He was able.
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When that happens, God is made famous. His radiance shines.
He’s glorious.
When His enemies become intimate friends.
God is made famous when that enemy of His suddenly is seeking
intimate friendship with His Savior, when he wants to mature and
grow deep into Jesus. And the people around him are seeing the
change in his life, and it’s no longer just what he verbalizes, but
his life is living out a transformation. It’s not just going through a
reformation where he cleans his act up for awhile, and he
disciplines himself, and he avoids certain things. But suddenly she
is a new creation. The old has passed away. All things are new,
and people look at that and they go, “How do we explain that? We
can’t explain that.” God is made famous and glorious.
When self-lovers become joyful servants.
We’re all wired. Our number one sin is our self-love, and we’re all
wired to love ourselves and God is made famous and glorious in
His church when self-loving people become cheerful servants of
others. They discover their spiritual gifts, and they use them with
joy and delight and freedom so that God is glorified and their
brothers and sisters are growing. Now to Him Who is able.
Notice, He introduced it by saying that He is building up His
church. When they talked about glory to Ephesus, they would talk

about it. It had one of the Seven Wonders of the World, the
Temple of Diana, Artemis, was built there. It was an amazing
structure, and it was world-famous, and tourism was their
number one economic boost there because of this great temple.

It was 425 feet long, 225 feet wide. It was 60 feet tall, and the
marble roof was supported on 127 marble pillars 60 feet tall. I
took 120 years to build it. When we were there, and they were
kind of beginning to recover the site, and we said, “How in the
world without a crane and without a Bobcat and without other lift
things, how the world did they get those massive marble … .” As
far as we know, it’s the first all-marble building in human history.
“How did they do that?” And they said, “They would build up
sandbanks. Then the slaves would take sections of the pillars, and
they would manually roll them up the sandbanks. When they
would get to the top, they would right it in place. Then they would
go back, and they would build the sandbank higher, and they
would do the same.”
They said literally hundreds of slaves lost their lives in its
construction because they would begin to roll it up, and if
somebody lost their footing, it would roll back over, and all who
were pushing it would be killed, would be crushed by the thing.
When they think in terms of the glorious presence of a god, they
thought in terms of this glistening golden marble temple to Diana.
When we get to Acts 19 someday, you’ll have the story of the
Apostle Paul going there. And people, instead of buying the
trinkets to Diana and Artemis, now, instead, they are abandoning
their worship of her, the stone god with the eyes that can’t see, the

ears that can’t hear, and the mouth that can’t speak. Instead
they’re embracing the True and the Living God, and it is having an
enormous economic impact on their community.
And they stirred the people up, and they had a riot in this 25,000seat coliseum …

… and if you read it in Acts 19, for two hours, the people are in
confusion, but they’re all chanting. If you read the print there,
they don’t even know what their protest is. I love that story. We’ll
get there some day.
And they said, “Great is Artemis. Great is Artemis.” This is like a
big thing. God comes in and He says, “I’m going to build My own
temple there. I am going to do a work there where My Name will
be more famous than hers.” That’s over in (Ephesians) Chapter
1. When God says something once, you go, “Oh, I’ll take that.”
When he says something three times, He’s serious about it.
He says in Ephesians 1:4, we are chosen before the foundation
of the earth. Verse 5, and we were predestined to adoption as his
son. He says the motivation behind it all was to the praise of His
glory … to the praise of His glory … that God might be seen as
glorious and famous.
In the Old Testament when they had completed erecting the
Tabernacle, the tent where God would dwell amongst His people,
it says …

Exodus 40:34
… and the glory of God filled the (tent).
In 1 Kings 8 when Solomon finishes his prayer of dedication on
that glorious Temple of Solomon it says the priest could no longer
enter there because the glory of God filled it.
How is God’s glory to be seen in our world today?
Where is this magnificent temple where His Shekinah presence
will be seen? Where do our neighbors see it?
The answer, very simply, is, they study the church. It’s you and
me. Un-savable sinners rescued by His grace, suddenly knowing
Him and being transformed by Him, loving others more than we
love ourselves, loving Him above everything else. And the world
looks, and they see His glory when they see it in the church.
If you would have gone to a movie about a guy who lived his life to
buy a Volvo, and when you left you would feel like maybe you’d
been robbed a little bit, you certainly wouldn’t tell your friends to
go see it, and you probably didn’t buy the soundtrack. See, the
reason for that is that nobody gets very emotional about some guy
buying a Volvo. Regrettably many of us are living our lives to buy
a Volvo, to attain one more possession, to get one more testimony
to OUR greatness.

What Jesus is saying is, you want your life to last. If you want to
invest yourself rather than spend yourself, if you want to do
something that makes a difference for eternity, commit yourself to
the church.

To Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations forever and ever. Amen

