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Well, again, welcome and thanks for being here. I want you to
take your Bible this morning, and finally after all of those weeks of
promise we arrive at the book of Acts. So I want to take your
Bible this morning. I want you to turn, if you would, to the book of
Acts 1, and then take a piece of your bulletin that remains after
you’ve done the registration and go over and leave it here and go
over and find the book of Luke, and want you to find Luke 24,
And we’ll look at the bridge between the two. So we’re gong to
look at Luke 24:44 and that.
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But the before we do that, yesterday morning as Linda and I were
just completing our 2.5, and we came on Normal, we saw the
emergency units at the care home there and received a phone call
from Florida to same time and were told that our brother Dean

had been unresponsive when they came into his room. So went in,
even looking as I did. Some of them recognized me, so they felt
like I belonged, then went over to the hospital where about thirty
minutes later the doctor and the head nurse came out and said
that that Dean had died.
I was reminded of what D.L. Moody said, “Not many days from
now you will read that D.L. Moody has died. Don’t believe it for a
minute. At that moment I will be more alive than I have ever
been.” Linda and I, when we finished our walk said, “This is one of
those memorial services, we have no question in our minds where
Dean is.”
A little over a year ago, after the either the stroke or the dementia
that set in, Dean had requested that Pastor Mike and I would
come to his room and help him plan his memorial service. So we
went there, and I took notes, and you don’t do that often when
you’re sitting with someone, because it might be one of your final
visits. But I took notes as Dean was speaking, and he said, “Tom, I
have more things that are exciting to talk about than planning my
funeral. We will be missionaries together. We will start a
movement that will sweep the world with the Free-Grace Gospel
of Jesus.”
Then he went on to say, “The test of true salvation is soul winning.
Believing in Jesus is not simply accepting a theology.” He said,
“Only those who are reproducing are truly believing.”
Dean gave his life for that. He’s been part of our church from the
very beginning, and I remember one time I commented, they
rewrote the laws of access to the campus because of Dean’s
evangelism. I mean, they literally changed the rules. Dean would
ride the elevator with student men as they were moving in at the
beginning of school. I commented on his shoes one time, and he
said, “Yeah, they’re not the most fashionable, but they work.”
They were those really black, maybe if you’re wearing them, don’t
be offended, but really black, thick-soled shoes. And they were not
the most fashionable thing, but he said, “You know, when I knock

on the door of a student when he opens his door, I just slide my
toe in there, and then they can’t close the door to get rid of me
until I’ve share the Gospel with them.” And literally, hundreds,
hundreds of young men and women came to faith in Christ
because of Dean’s ministry.
The question is, Upon whom will He lay the mantle? Who will be
the next Dean Hatfield, Ambassador for Christ?
We’re going to gather here on Saturday morning at ten o’clock.
We have a lot of details to work out, but we’re going to gather at
ten o’clock on Saturday morning, here, to just celebrate that God’s
great gift of letting us be a part Dean’s. And it’s quite amazing
because a week ago because a week ago, he was sitting right here
in the middle in his wheelchair with his headset on, and there
were lots of times during the service, I see it in all of your faces
where you’re not quite sure why you’re here or where you are. It
happens, but in Dean’s case I could always count on if I would use
the “G-word” a big smile break out on his face. If I said “Gospel,”
he would just smile.
He woke up yesterday, and right before him was the face of the
Gospel that he lived his life to proclaim. So there’s not sadness,
there’s great delight and joy. So we’ll see you here Saturday
morning when we celebrate his life.
4:47
That’s plenty of time to find …
Luke 24:44
44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to
you while I was still with you, that everything written about
me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms
must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand
the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the
Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47
and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed
in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are
witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the
promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until

you are clothed with power from on high.”
50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his
hands he blessed them. 51 While he blessed them, he parted
from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they
worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy,
53 and were continually in the temple blessing God.
Now, go over to Acts 1. There is a there is a two-volume addition
of the life and ministry of the Lord Jesus. Volume One is the
Gospel of Luke. This is what Jesus did when he was physically
present upon the earth. Volume Two is the book of Acts, the
earthly life and ministry Lord Jesus, this time in the power of the
Holy Spirit.
I just want to thank the men that have been meeting on
Wednesday night with me. We read Acts together, and we begin
to unpack it. So they have to have helped prepare or fan the flame
for this.
Notice now there’s this overlap, there’s a hinge between these two
volumes. The first book …
Acts 1:1-4
1 … O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and
teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, (Those of you who
are looking for a distraction during the message, you should find
that phrase four times in the first chapter, so you can go on a hunt
for that while I continue.) after he had given commands through
the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He
presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs,
(and now he lists three of them) appearing to them during forty
days and speaking about the kingdom of God.
And while staying (the word is literally “while eating”) with them
he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the
promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days from now.”
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The book of Acts is an essential bridge in the structure of the
Scriptures. This morning it’s going to be high on information. I
hope that by the end it’s got a little bit of inspiration and maybe
motivation. But we’re just going to be making our way into one of
my favorite books of all. If you just read the four Gospels about
the life of Jesus and then you open up in the book of Romans and
you read the other letters to the churches, you would say to
yourself, “What is this?” Here you’ve got Jesus, and He’s
constricted or restricted to the land of Israel only. And all of a
sudden, you’re talking about these Jesus followers who are all
over the world, all over the map. How did that happen?
Well, we know how that happened because Luke wrote a second
volume. He built the bridge between the Gospels and the Epistles,
and it’s called, the bridge is called the Book of Acts.
Look at Luke 1. In Luke 1, we get introduced to the manner in
which Luke writes. It is a research project. It is a Th.D on Jesus.
He has examined it. He has structured it, and then he delivers it.
He said …
Luke 1:1-3
Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the
things that have been accomplished among us, 2 just as those who
from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word
have delivered them to us (In other words, “I have first-person
eyewitness accounts that I write for this.”), 3 it seemed good to me
also, having followed all things closely for some time past (So he
says, “It’s not like a spur-of-the-moment kind of emotional thing.
I’ve been considering this, I’ve been chewing on this, I been trying
to trying to arrange this in the past, and now), to write an orderly
account for you, most excellent Theophilus …

1

The phrase “most excellent” indicates that Theophilus, whoever
he was, must have been a government official of some distinction.
So here is the only Gentile writer of a New Testament book
writing to a Gentile Roman ruler to unfold for him the narrative,
the story, of the earthly life and ministry of Jesus …

… most excellent Theophilus …
J. Vernon McGee pontificates on where the name Theophilus
came from.
10:02
What kind of a father would name their son Theophilus? McGee
suggests that when he was born, his father looked at his mother
said, “That is Theophilus-looking baby I’ve ever seen,” and he was
kind of stuck with it for as long …
But it means “Favored of God,” and in my family, I just got to
sneak it out, if they look at your infant, and they say, “So sweet,”
that’s not a good thing. It’s kind of like, you may want to put the
blanket over its face before you bring it to the nursery or
something! And that’s what he’s talking about here, a Theophilus,
favorite of God.
But we don’t know what the name means, but he shows up at the
introduction of both books …
Luke 1:4
… that you may have certainty concerning
the things you have been taught
So Theophilus has at least been exposed to the truths of the
Gospel, the life of Christ, and now he writes in order to affirm
that.
Notice, though, when you come to …
Acts 1:1
In this first book, “O Theophilus,”
… he refers back to Luke, but he drops the title of the esteem.
Some of the commentators suggest that perhaps from the reading
of the life of Christ as penned after the research of Luke that this
government official actually became a believer. So now, Luke
writes to him as a brother in Christ rather than as a Roman
official. That’s speculation from silence, but it’s a possibility.

Acts 1:1
I have dealt with all that Jesus (and here’s a key phrase)
began to do and to teach.
The beauty of Acts is that it is an ongoing story, and it is not even
today been completely written. There is a 29th Chapter to the
Book of Acts.
I wish that back in the 70s, I served on a church planting
oversight team for the denomination that I was in, both on the
state side and the national side, and we started a church-planting
movement back in the 70s we called it “Acts 29, ” but we didn’t
patent the phrase. Now there’s a whole a world-wide church plant
movement called “Acts 29,” The beauty of that is that what you
see in Acts, God continues to do, His mission and His ministry is
not yet complete.
Now as you’re reading through the book of Acts, and I know that
you’re going to be so excited about Acts by the time we’re done
this morning that you’ll skip NFL football and everything when
you go home. It’s going to be 90° out, nobody wants to go out and
ride a bike in that, anyway, and you’ll want to read through the
book of Acts, and you’ll want to highlight these, or if you use an
electronic device, you want to kind of punch it and highlight it:
The$Three$Keys:$
$

The$Resurrec-on$
26$x’s$
$
The$Holy$Spirit$
52$x’s$
$
The$Witnesses$
39$x’s$

The heartbeat of the book is the resurrection of Christ. It’s
declared twenty-six times. It’s the foundation of all that we
proclaim and all that we believe.” If Christ has not been risen from

the dead,” Paul would write in 1 Corinthians 15, “then we are of
all people, most to be pitied.” He’s raised from the dead.
It causes a lot of controversy, and it becomes the mocking point of
his proclamation, but all through the book, twenty-six times, the
Gospel points to the resurrection of Jesus. There is no Gospel
without that. Christianity is the only religion in the world that
does not have a grave marker for its founder. There is a place
where you can pay respects to every other world religion leader
except Christ.
I was blessed to be in Israel a few years ago. Bob was my traveling
partner, and I would point out things, and Bob take great pictures.
We were in the garden of the tomb, and we actually were allowed
to take our turn and go in to what they consider to be the tomb of
Jesus. There’s this long line, and we’re all waiting to get in there,
we’re all excited, and we got in there, and it was like, “There’s
nothing here,” … which is the point.
If Christ Jesus has not been raised from the dead, we’re of all
most to be pitied.
The second theme that comes through over and over is the
ministry of the Holy Spirit. When Jesus was walking upon the
earth, He was restricted in His coming and going. He could only
be in one place at one time. You remember in John 5 when the
Gentile father whose son was sick on the deathbed came to him,
and he wanted Jesus to do something. Jesus began to pack up and
to go with him, it was several villages away. The man said, “No,
I’m a man under authority, I understand authority, all You need
to do is say the word, and he’ll be well. Jesus looked at him and
said, “I have not found such faith in all of Israel.” As he
approached home, they met Him, and they said, “Your son was
made well,” and he said, “At what hour … at what hour?”
14:53
Jesus to be there would’ve had to get up and go. Jesus laid aside
the exercise of His divine powers and lived His whole earthly life
under the control of the Holy Spirit so that when He commands

us to go as His representative under that same Holy Spirit, He
provides for us everything He Himself had to do when He did
ministry. That’s why when you read the book of Acts, “I gotta
read this again.” This is why it’s called the “Book of Action,” really,
because it’s happening. And over and over we’re pointed to the
presence of the Holy Spirit because when the Spirit moves into
those who believe, and He cranks up, He moves in, at the very
moment that you believe in Jesus. At that moment God, the third
Person of the Godhead, moves into you, and He works through
you.
Jesus said to his disciples, “Greater things than I did, you’re going
to do.” Why? Because the Spirit’s going to live in you and greater
things, in that all of us, wherever we go, can do the works of Christ
in the power of Christ’s Holy Spirit. He could have somebody in
Rome. He could have somebody in Africa, and He could have
somebody in Jerusalem, and Christ can be doing His work. That’s
exciting thing about the Book of Acts, Volume 2. It’s like this
Good News of the Savior just goes all over.
The last one is the word witnesses. You’re going to see that at
least thirty-nine times. If you’re starting to fall asleep, just start
reading through and highlighting every time you see it. To be a
witness is to stake your reputation and sometimes your freedom
and life on the truthfulness of what you testify to. It’s the word we
get the word “martyr” from. It’s putting your life on the line for
the veracity of what you proclaim.
Now, to be a witness, a credible witness, you had to have firsthand experience. So when he talks to them about being witnesses,
he is talking to people who in a first-hand, personal way know
Christ and have witnessed what He does in a life. So when He
sends us out as witnesses, if we haven’t had that personal
knowledge and experience with Him, we’re just simply
information carriers, but we can’t rightfully be witnesses.
Now I want you to notice the disciples thought that what He was
going to do was initiate a program. So notice he says in …

Acts 1:6
… when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord,
will you at this time restore the kingdom (of heaven)?”
… “We’ve been hanging for three years, you keep talking about the
Kingdom of Heaven, we’re sick and tired of the Romans
dominating here, and we’re looking for the Jewish king that will
throw them out and free us up again. Are You going to do that
now?”
And they’re thinking in terms of a strategy and an execution and
plans laid out and assignments and all of that. But you don’t read
the Book of Acts like the fulfillment of a program but rather, it’s …
Not$a$PROGRAM$but…$
$

A$Plan$
$
A$Purpose$
$
A$Process$
$
A$Power$
$
A$Person$

The plan is, first of all, given to us in …
Acts 1:8
… and you will be my witnesses …
That’s the plan. How is the whole world going to know that God
loved them enough to send His only Son to die in their place
because He was innocent? He had no sins to die for at all. How is
the world going to know that He came and died for their sins? It’s
simply by believing in Him. He erases the record of every offense
against a holy God, and He takes you as his eternal children. How
is the world going to know that? And the plan is, I’m going to send
YOU. You’re going to be the ones that go out there and tell them.
Now notice that the secret strategy by which God changes the
world is incarnation … incarnation. He says in …

John 1:14
… and the Word became flesh and he dwelt among us.
He literally is introducing Jesus as God, and he says God became
a man. He just lived like us. And “he dwelt,” that word “dwelt”
means that He pitched his tent, or the Old Testament phrase, He
“tabernacled” among us. God’s strategy for saving lost people is
incarnational, that He plants, in our case, He plants those indwelt
by His Holy Spirit, so that out of them His character radiates, and
He puts us all over the place in dark spots so that the world that is
lost in their darkness can know Him. That’s why you live where
you live. That’s why you work where you work. That’s why you go
to school where you go to school. That’s why you buy your
groceries where you buy your groceries, because God has chosen
to take us and indwell us and then plant us out.
We don’t do attractional evangelism. That’s not our goal. We
didn’t design this morning’s service for people that don’t know
Jesus, and then try to go out and somehow lure them in,
promising them all kinds of benefits like a drawing for a mountain
bike and a couple of flat-screen TVs.
20:05
One of my friends was giving away an iPad if you had come to
church. I sent him a note, and I said, “Do I have to be present to
win?” He said, “Yeah.” I said, “Dude, I’m working during church.”
He told me he’d give me a discount on my iPad or something.
That’s not the plan of Acts at all. When we gather together, we
worship and pray. We get strengthened, and we go out
incarnationally with the Gospel. I like what Nietzsche said,
though. He said …
“If$you$want$me$to$believe$in$your$Redeemer,$
You’ll$have$to$look$more$redeemed!”$
$
$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $<Nietzsche$
$
$

You see, the thing is that before I can deliver Good News, I have to
be Good News. So what God does is by His grace, He puts the
Spirit in me, and then He, day-by-day and event-by-event, He
begins to change what I am. And changes me from the inside out,
so that in the world that I am when I’m telling them about the
good things that God has done for them, when they see it in me,
they desire to see it in them. That’s His plan. It’s incarnational.
We’re going to see that over and over in Acts.
Then there’s a process. And that also is unpacked in …
Acts 1:8
… when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.
A"Process"
"

In"Jerusalem"
117"
"

In"Judea"and"Samaria"
8112"
"

To"the"end"of"the"earth"
13128"

He basically, with Luke quoting Jesus, he lays out the outline for
reading the book of Acts. So Chapters 1-7 deal with the ministry
in Jerusalem. Man, they were loving it there. Nobody was leaving
Jerusalem. There’s 120, and when you talk about a pastoral
failure, Jesus spent three years developing this group and when
they gathered for a worship service the day of his ascension, there
were only 120. They could all gather in the upstairs room of a
wealthy homeowner. I mean, that’s just like … talk about failure.
But within ten days there was over 3,120 gathered together. That’s
the strategy. That’s Jerusalem.
Well, that was going so well they thought they would just hang out
there, just stay there. And they did. They had their Christian
Starbucks they would go to. And they had their Christian

fellowships that they would enjoy together. They just kind of did
all these Christian things together. People loved what they were
and saw, and they started believing, and the churches got bigger
and bigger. They finally stopped counting the membership and
they counted only the heads of household. And now they’re up to
five thousand of those, and this whole thing’s exploding.
But while they’re doing that, around the world people are going
into a Christ-less eternity, because the reality is that every soul is
an eternal soul. And there are only two destinations. There is a
forever heaven, and there is a forever hell, and there is nothing in
between. As Paul says in Romans 10, somebody has to go tell
them.
So they’re hanging out in Jerusalem really enjoying this holy
fellowship, and finally, God shakes up their comfort zone. So we
get one of the guys, we call him one of the first deacons, by the
time we get to Chapter 7, we’re introduced to a man by the name
of Stephen. He was a table waiter. But he started teaching the
Gospel. He does the finest Old Testament walk-through you’ll ever
find, anywhere. And all these people are gathered around, and it
wasn’t on of the Apostles, but it’s Stephen, and he’s unpacking
this story. Then he gets to his punch line, and every good
communicator is building it up to hit you his point, and he stops
and he asks, “Which of the prophets did your fathers not
persecute?” That really ticks them off. And so Stephen is stoned,
the old-fashioned way, not the Boulder, Colorado way. I mean real
rocks. They were like throwing rocks, and he’s dead.
And as he’s dying, he sounds so much like Jesus. And he says,
“Father, don’t hold this against them. Forgive them, they don’t
know what they do.” And there is one, Saul, who was standing
there totally supporting what they’re doing, and he goes out and
begins to persecute the church, which drives them out of
Jerusalem. So they go into Judea and Samaria, and they start
proclaiming the Gospel as they go.
And then you come to the 13th Chapter, and the 13th chapter
moves you five hundred miles north of Jerusalem up along the

Mediterranean coast to a place called Antioch in what is today
known as Syria. We see it on the news day after day. There’s a lot
of arguing about Syria and all that. That’s right up there, and it’s
at that location that both Gentile and Jewish believers sense that
the Spirit of God has called them to an intentional world mission.
And so what you have from Chapter 13 to 28 is this intentional
taking out the Gospel to the world around.
Now what Jesus says to them, though, is He says, “What I am
asking you to do: Be My witnesses. Don’t try to do it your way.
Don’t get together. Don’t form a committee. Don’t come up with
some plans and ideas.
25:00
“Don’t put together a flowchart and all of that. Just go to
Jerusalem and wait. You can’t do it in your own power.” So He
brings the power of the Holy Spirit, and He says over and over
in the book, wait. I find that word the most offensive four-letter
word in all of the Bible: W-A-I-T, wait. I just don’t wait well. Linda
waits less-well than I do. We’d pull up, we’re going out to dinner
and there’s people with these signal buzzers for their table, and
she goes, “Who wants to eat someplace where everyone else wants
to eat, you know.” So we go to dives that nobody wants to be at
because we don’t want to wait. This would have driven her
absolutely nuts. It drove them nuts. It’s just like, “What are we
supposed to do or not supposed to do anything?”
Don’t start this mission without the power because what He has
called us to do cannot be done in human ingenuity in the human
flesh. It takes the ministry of the Holy Spirit.
J. Oswald Sanders in his book, Spiritual Leadership, and if you
don’t own this book you’ve got to have a copy. It’s the classic. It’s
the best. John Maxwell said, “If you have two books on leadership,
you don’t need anything I’ve ever written,” and he said, “If you’ve
got the book of Proverbs and you got J. Oswald Sanders’
Spiritual Leadership, you’ve got everything that you need.

In there Sanders says …

“When&God&calls&us,&we&can&not&refuse&&
from&a&sense&of&inadequacy.&
For&NOBODY&is&worthy&of&such&trust!”&
&
& & & & & &AJ.&Oswald&Sanders&

To say to God, “I just can’t do that.” He says, “Of course you can …
of course you can. I can, if you allow Me, but you can’t. So this
power that he’s talking about …
I want to take your Bible now, and turn to the left in your Bible.
Go to the Gospel of John, which is just tucked right up against
where we are in Acts 1. I just want to read for us a few of the
verses that He promises this coming Holy Spirit. This wasn’t a
total shocker unexpected to them. They just weren’t
understanding exactly when, how, and all of it would come
together.
Gospel'of'John''
7:39'
14:16,26'
15:26'
16:7'
20:22'
'
Titus'3:5'
Gala<ans'3:13'

But Jesus said in …
John 7:37-39
37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up
and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.
38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of
his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” 39 Now this he

said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him
were (future tense) to receive, for as yet the Spirit had
not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.
Turn over to John 14. He picks the theme up again, and then for
three chapters He just unfolds it just one time after the other.
John 14:15-16
15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you
another Helper, to be with you forever …
This “Helper” expression that He’s given, it is literally that
individual it’s that One that comes alongside and drapes His arm
over your shoulder and walks with you through the bad stuff,
through the dark stuff, this stuff that you can’t navigate and you
can’t understand. It’s One Who comes alongside. “I’m going to
send another One Who will be right here beside you, and He will
be with you forever.” He calls Him …
John 14:17
… the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know
him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.
Notice …
John 14:25-26
25 “These things I have spoken to you while I am
still with you. 26 But the Helper (that One Who comes
alongside puts his arm around you and walks through
your stuff with you), the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, he will teach you all things and
bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.
I mean, going to Jesus’ Wilderness Bible Institute is just like
drinking out of a fire hydrant. It’s like in three years you’ve said all
this stuff. You’ve taught all this stuff. “How in the world am I
supposed to remember all this, you know? Give me a pop quiz
today, man, I fail, I get kicked out of school.”
And He said, “Don’t worry about it.”

When the One that puts His arm around your shoulders and walks
through your stuff with you, when He comes, all that I have taught
you He will bring to your memory. Many of you have had that
experience, where you’re in a situation you were totally
unprepared for. And the door of opportunity is opened right in
front of you, and you go, “I don’t know what to say.” And it’s
almost like you’re a detached observer as the Spirit of God begins
to speak the truth of God through you. When you’re all done, you
go, “I’ve no idea where that came from. I didn’t know that.”
That’s what He’s talking about. That Spirit will guide you into
truth. He’ll explain it in …
John 15:26
“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you
from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from
the Father, he will bear witness about me.
When the Spirit comes, you will be My witnesses.
Go back to …
John 16:7-8
Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage
that I go away, for if I do not go away, … (this One who
puts His arm around your shoulder and walks through your
stuff with you) will not come to you.
7

30:00
But if I go, I will send Him to you. 8 And when he
comes, He will convict the world concerning sin and
righteousness and judgment.
You don’t have to go out there shaking your finger, pointing your
fist at people. He’ll do that for you …
John 16:9-15
9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in me;
10 concerning righteousness, because I go to the
Father, and you will see me no longer; 11 concerning
judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot
bear them now. 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will
guide you into all the truth, for e will not speak on his
own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and
he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14 He will
glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you.
12

Jesus said, “I want you to stay there.” Notice, “You will receive
power when the Holy Spirit is come upon you.” We’ll visit that
next week.
But the last important thing is that it is a person … it is a person.
It is all about the person of Christ. “You will be MY witnesses.”
That’s why we say the Gospel is not good advice. It’s not telling
people how to have happier marriages or be better parents or
make money in a downturn market or how to redecorate your
house and all that so you can sell it. It’s not given for that. It’s not
good advice, it’s Good News, and the Good News is Jesus Christ.
Notice, it is says the central truth of all Christianity is that Jesus is
alive. It’s the non-negotiable truth of the Gospel.
A few years ago I got a phone call in the office, and it was another
pastor. He called and said, “I’ve been listening to your sermons,
and I’m concerned about what you’re articulating as the Gospel.”
And I apologized to him. We have a Do-not-listen-while-driving
thing on the sermons because they cause drowsiness, and I said,
“I can’t believe that you’re listening to those.”
And he said, “Well, what’s concerning me is that you seem to
make the resurrection of Christ an essential of the Gospel. The
Gospel is sufficient that Christ died for our sins and was buried.”
And I said, “What Bible are you reading? It’s not possible. Nobody
wants a Messiah that’s still in the grave. The only Messiah I’m
interested in is One who has gone to the grave and has been raised
from the grave.”

It was about two years later, I was having coffee at New Vibe with
a family from the church. Just in conversation they said, “You
know, a few months ago did you get a phone call from a pastor
that was quite upset about your talking about the importance of
the resurrection?”
And I said, “Well, yeah, actually I did.”
They broke out laughing, and they said, “That’s our brother-inlaw. You drive him and crazy because he thinks you’re wrong.”
I could live with that. It’s all about this Christ Jesus.
Notice what it says …
Acts 1:1-3
In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that
Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was
taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented
himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs,
1

Why? Because they’re not putting their lives on the line. They’re
not leaving their jobs and their businesses and their families for a
lie. Think of the absurdity of these Roman guards. They outed
themselves by when they awakened and found that the tomb was
opened, and His body was gone. They should’ve run for their lives,
but like fools they go to the authorities, and they said, “You know,
Man, the earth shook, and then His body was gone.” The Roman
rule is, if you lost what you were guarding, you take its place. Your
body goes in the tomb.
Instead they said to them, “How much is this going to cost us to
have you guys go around and tell everybody that His disciples
stole the body?” They were willing to shame themselves for a few
bucks because, quite honestly, they are trained killers, and they
are trained to hold their own territories. So if somebody comes in
to take them, they’re out like a light. They’re going around saying,
“Yeah, these retired fisherman from up in Galilee and a former
IRS agent and a couple of wimps came in there in the middle of

the night, and they overpowered us, and they took his body, and
we couldn’t stop them.”
The disciples had to know, 110% sure, that Jesus was alive, or they
would never have gone into all the world to preach the Gospel. It
wouldn’t have happened. Notice he gives them three evidences.
He appeared to them for forty days. For forty days after the
resurrection.
The$central$truth$of$Chris1anity:$
$

Jesus$is$alive!$
$

They$saw$Him$
$

They$heard$Him$
$

They$ate$with$Him$

They’re going, “Like, whoa, there’s Jesus” They’re just having
lunch, they’re at McDonald’s, and all at once, “BOOM!” Jesus
shows up. He’s right there, you know, the door is closed, and there
He is. They’re fishing up in Galilee, and they look around and go,
“There He is again, standing on the seashore.” He just kept doing
that.
It says in 1 Corinthians 15 that Jesus appeared to over five
hundred people together. This is not a hallucination. This is a
validation that Jesus is alive.
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That’s the first. The second is that He was speaking to them
about the Kingdom of God. They went on with their graduateschool preparation for their mission. He would talk to them. They
saw Him. They heard His voice. And even greater than that …
Acts 1:4
… while staying with them he ordered
them not to depart from Jerusalem,

The word there is He “ate” with them. Take quickly your Bible. Go
to the right to the book of 1 John. If you come to the book of
Revelation, you’ve gone a little too far.
Notice …
1 John 1:1, 3
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard,
which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and
have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— …
3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you,
so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.
1

We’re eyewitnesses to that. We experienced it. He continues to
validate the confidence.

Three%New%Conﬁdences%
%
In%Christ%
%
In%Each%Other%
%
In%the%Word%

Now the other thing we’re going to see in the book of Acts is that
there are three levels of new confidence to come as a result of the
ministry of the Lord Jesus.
Number one is their confidence in Christ. He opened their
minds. It says in Luke 24, to understand all that was written
about Him in the Scriptures, and the last time that the One who
said to them, “Lo, I am with you always,” takes them out to the
edge of the city on the Mount of Olives, and He disappears. And
two men come to them, and they say, “You know, this same Jesus
which you have seen ascend will return in like manner as you have
seen Him go into heaven.” This same Jesus, the One Who is
seated at the right hand of the Father in some unexplainable way
is seated there as a human in a resurrected and ascended body in

order to intercede for us. Their bold confidence was that He never
broke one promise; therefore, when they said, “He will return,”
they expected Him to return at any time.
This same Jesus which is gone. Today would be a good day for a
trumpet. He’s coming again. Now the amazing thing is the
disciples. They go to Jesus and they say, “So when they had come
together, they said, ‘Lord, is it at this time You’ll restore the
kingdom of Israel?’” And they want to get all into the
argumentation, and it’s sad that the greatest division of
evangelicalism is all of our pontificating on when Jesus is going to
return. We know for certain that He is, but everybody, and it’s
amazing, Jesus said, “You know, that kind of information is only
for the Father. I don’t even know.”
But we’re not here today to argue about when Jesus is going to
return. We know He’s going to return. What we’re here to do is get
on with the task. Until He returns, here’s the task. It’s world
missions. It’s world evangelism. I’ve got shelves full of books of
people that are smarter than Jesus. They can tell you when Jesus
is coming and all the signs that lead up to it and everything else.
And when they’re wrong, 88 Reasons Why Jesus Is going To
Return in 1988.
And when He didn’t, true, people bought the book. 1989, he
published a book, 89 Reasons Why Jesus Is Going To Return in
1989, and reason number eighty-nine is He didn’t come in ’88!
And people actually bought that stuff.
We get our shorts in a wrinkle arguing about when He’s coming or
not, and we forgot that He is. So all the time, we’re siting around
fighting over that. People are dying and going into an eternity
without Christ. Their confidence in Christ increased.
Their confidence in each other.
Notice when you go over to …
Acts 1:12-13
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called

Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey
(about three-quarters of a mile). 13 And when they had
entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were
staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip
and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of
Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James.
Suddenly they’re getting along. They’re relating one to another,
and they’re doing just fine. But these are same ones where they
would sneak Jesus off to the side and say, “When You come into
Your kingdom,” and that didn’t work. So they had Mom. “Mom,
you know, you’re His aunt, He’ll respect you. Go in there and say,
‘Can Jimmy and Johnny have one of the seats … we don’t care
which one you put where.’”
They were always arguing with each other, and all of a sudden
they see the resurrected Christ, the ascended Christ, and they’re
getting along just fine …
Acts 1:14a
All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer.
I think that would be a great marketing line for Honda. It shows
up over and over and over. It must’ve been one very large car
because there’s 120 of them gathered. Over and over in Acts
you’re going to hear, “and they were of one mind, they were in one
accord, they were in one heart and one mind.”
It’s repeated over and over. Why does he do that? Because the
greatest weapon Satan has against the work of Christ is his
number one offensive plan, and that’s division.

UNITY&

&
&
All&looking&to&the&same&Christ&for&the&same&thing.&
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If he can get us fighting with each other, if he can divide us, you’re
going to see that as we go through Acts. There is one challenge to
their unity after the other from the outside. When that doesn’t
work, then he tries to divide them from the inside. Why? They are
all together in one mind, and when they stand together, they get
the mission accomplished.
They’re devoting themselves to prayer, notice this …
Acts 1:14b
together with the women and Mary
the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.
In John 7 it says that Jesus’ brothers didn’t even believe in Him.
But when they saw Him after He was raised from the dead, then
they believed. But I want you to notice this is the last time that
Jesus’ mother is mentioned in the rest of Scripture. And when she
is mentioned here, they are not praying TO her, she is praying
WITH THEM because Luke 1, when she sings that great hymn of
celebration, she says, “I rejoice in God my Savior.” She was
blessed above all women without question, but she, like you and
me, was born as a sinner and needed a Savior. God by His grace
saved them. They are all together in one accord. Unity is simply
all looking to the same Christ for the same thing. We’re on
one mission, and we expect our marching orders and our
sufficiency to come from one true Savior.
And last of all, the key phrase that you’ll see is this one in the very
beginning …
Acts 1:1
In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt
with all that Jesus began to do and teach,

Key!Phrase:!
!
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“…all!that!Jesus!began!to!do!and!teach.”!
!
!
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All that he “began.” But the mission is not done. There’s a 29th
Chapter of Acts. He continues that mission, and we by His grace
are blessed to be a part of what He continues to do. And His
mission continues even to this day … even to this day.
Yesterday I sat in a board meeting, Mike and I, I’m a pastoral
advisor, Mike’s a member of the board for Kingdom Harvest
International doing indigenous church planting support in India
and Ethiopia, and brother Mark Mendia gave us this report. We’d
been plugging in for seven years. Right now forty-seven pastors
are being supported. We get to be a part of that. In the seven years
there are 394,193 individuals have had the delight of hearing the
Good News of Jesus Christ.
These forty-seven church planters have facilitated the planting of
642 churches. These are village churches, churches with different
languages and different cultural patterns and different religions.
These are university graduates who are willing to walk away from
a career in order to bring the Gospel to people. They are churches
on Sunday morning. There will be 12,333 attending believers.
A while back I looked at Mark, and I said, “How many of those
that come to church in India and Ethiopia are believers?” He said
100% because you risk your life when you go to church.” You’re
not going to go there out of curiosity.
10,362 have professed faith in Christ the last seven years.
7,666 have been baptized.
And there are 725 tent-maker volunteers that are going into
unreached villages with the Gospel, planting churches.
In the cities there are huge churches, but the villages are
unreached and they’re going. Mark said in his city on Sunday
morning there will be 1.5 million Christians attending church,
which amounts to 15% of the city’s population, 85% un-churched
and unreached. God continues to do “Acts 29.”

This has happened in recent weeks. Twelve victims were captured
on August 7 in a village on the outskirts of a city in Syria. Three
weeks later ISIS militants questioned the captives about whether
they converted from Islam when they became Christians, an
offense that is punishable by death under Islamic States’ twisted
legal code. The Christian captives were honest and admitted that
they had been once Muslim. The jihadists demanded the captives
reconvert Islam, but the Christians asserted that they would never
renounce their love for Christ. On August 28th of this year, the
militants split the twelve captives into two groups. A group of
four, which included the forty-one-year-old team leader, his
twelve-year-old son, and two other ministry workers, were taken
to one village for questioning. On the same day the other eight
captives were questioned in another village.
In the one village militants began questioning the ministry
workers, the son, and the team leader, who had helped establish
nine house churches in their area. After the Christians refused to
renounce Christ and explained to the militants that God wanted
them to stay in the area to share the Gospel, the four of them were
tortured and crucified in front of a crowd. The ministry leader was
explained that the four victims were left to die beside signs that
identified them as infidels. All were badly brutalized and then
crucified, he said. They were left on the crosses for two days, and
no was allowed to remove them.
Before the four Christians were crucified, the militants cut the
fingers off of the boy and forced his father to watch. In front of the
team leader and the relatives in the crowd, the Islamic extremists
cut off the fingers of the boy, severely beat him, telling his father
they would stop the torture only if the father would return to
Islam. Yet when the team leader refused, relatives said, ISIS
militants also tortured and beat him. The two other ministry
workers, the three men, and the boy met their deaths by
crucifixion.
The eight other missionaries were questioned in another village,
were beheaded after they refused to convert to Islam. Two of the

missionaries were women who were twenty-nine and thirty-three
years old. Before the women were beheaded, they were publicly
raped and beaten.
Throughout their abuse the women continued pray. When the
eight victims were forced to kneel for their beheadings, all eight
prayed loudly. Villagers said some of them were praying in the
name of Jesus and others were reciting the Lord’s prayer. Others
simply lifted their heads to commend their spirits to Christ. One
of the women looked up and seemed to be almost smiling as she
said, “Jesus.” After the eight were beheaded, their headless bodies
were hung on crosses. They kept on praying loudly, sharing Jesus
until their last breath. They did this in front of the villagers as a
testimony for others.
Acts 1:8
… you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the (remotest part) of the earth.
We have the honor being part of the 29th Chapter of the Book
of Acts.
Lord, it is so easy to think that maybe I wasted my time this
morning going to church when I could’ve been playing golf or
fertilizing the lawn or doing other distracting things. You have
drawn us here to remind us that Your calling, Your mission, is not
yet complete. As cheap as our grace is here in America, it is
horribly costly around the world. The reality is that even right
now, brothers and sisters in Christ are being arrested and
tortured, and many will die in their desperate effort to complete
the mission that You have called us to: To tell lost people about a
Savior Who died in their place so that they might live. So at least
by Your grace, stir our hearts by the indwelling Holy Spirit to see
lost people as lost souls and to have the courage to open our
mouths with the Word of Hope that Christ Jesus might be exalted
and lost peoples might be saved. We pray in His Name. Amen.

