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Acts 2:37-47
Good morning Faith Family. As Kyle’s already done, I, too
welcome you to worship this morning. Especially, if you’re a guest
with us, we want to welcome you, as well. I want you to take your
Bible, turn to Acts 2. This morning we want to take a look at
basically Verses 37 to 47. But before we do that, I just want to
read this for us …
Acts 2:36-41
36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain
that God has made him both Lord and Christ,
this Jesus whom you crucified.”
Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said
to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins,
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise
is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, All
the Gentiles who have not converted to Judaism, for all of those,
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to Himself.)
40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to
exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked
generation.” 41 So those who received his word were baptized, and
there were added that day about three thousand souls (3000
bundles of joy, 3000 accidents waiting to happen).
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Has anybody ever offended you or wounded you or mistreated you
on the level that you know in your heart there is no way you will
ever be able to forgive them, that the wound is so deep, that the
disappointment is so great, that the robbery that you perceive
against yourself is so significant that you could never forgive it?
That’s the attitude that the Lord Jesus should’ve had toward those
to whom He brings this wonderful message of grace.
Peter has declared the heart of the Gospel. We looked at that last
week.
The Gospel according to Peter:
• Incarnation
• Crucifixion
• Resurrection
• Ascension
The heart of the Gospel is this: the incarnation, that God’s
eternal Son, the Lord Jesus, became a man. He became human.
He became flesh. They saw Him when He walked on the earth.
They saw Him when He did great, as He said, “signs and
wonders,” affirming that He was sent from God. There was no
question in their minds that He was was not some unusual
individual at best. In fact, the disciples themselves didn’t
comprehend that until many years later when they reflected back
on the life of Christ, until he said in John 1:14, in retrospect they
said, “and we beheld his glory,” we studied His glory, and it was
the “glory as of the only begotten of the Father.” What they
marveled at, it was full of an inspired order, “grace and truth.”
The Gospel begins with the reality that the eternal God had to
send someone to pay the penalty for our sin.
So the second truth is that He was crucified. He tells them that.
He said this One that God sent, you lived all of your lives waiting
for this Promised One, this Messiah. This Anointed One of the Old
Testament. Every family reunion, every family gathering, every
festival, they continually focused on this hope that one day God
would send His Messiah, His Redeemer, His Savior. And the bad
news is that He sent Him, and you killed Him … .

The Good News is that God raised Him from the dead. Again the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead is a
non-negotiable core component to the Gospel. Twenty-six times
throughout Acts as they’re sharing the wonderful gift of eternal
life by faith alone in Christ Jesus alone, twenty-six times they’re
going to remind us that God raised Him from the dead.
I’ve been approached about perhaps a year from now leading a
group of you to Israel and was talking to the Israeli touring agent,
the guy that books all of that, and he is not a believer. He’s a nice
guy, but he is not a believer in Jesus. And I told him, I said, “You
know, I’ve already been to Israel. It’s great.”
And he said, “What did you think? Did you go to the garden
tomb?”
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And I said, “We did, and I said, “Quite honestly we went in the
tomb, and there wasn’t anything there.”
And he just kind of looked at me, and He goes, “Oh, I get it.”
Nobody wants a Messiah that has bones in a grave. God raised
Him from the dead. That’s the Good News, but it’s also the bad
news … because what you’re telling me is that all of these
Scriptures that we read and all of this anticipation of the Coming
One, the incarnate God would come. And He came, and we didn’t
recognize Him. We didn’t want Him. We were looking for
something different. And we killed Him … what hope is there?
And now you’re telling us that He is alive, and we have to deal
with Him?
He said the fourth part of the Gospel is He’s ascended to the
Father’s right hand. I can’t explain that. I don’t fully understand
it, but the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ in a human body is now
seated at the Father’s right hand. For that reason it says that they
were “cut to the heart.” Literally they were instantaneously
“pierced to the soul,” and they responded, “What should we do?

We waited. He came. We didn’t recognize Him. We killed Him,
and He’s alive. What should we do?”
Conviction Breeds Conversion
• Repent
• Be Baptized
• Embrace the gift of the Holy Spirit
Notice Peter’s answer in …
Acts 2:38
Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins …”(Notice the order: repentance precedes the forgiveness
but also the word “for the forgiveness” can also be translated
“because of the forgiveness” that you’ve received) be baptized …
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
So the answer is when you know that what you had concluded
about Jesus was wrong, come to your senses. Change your mind
about Him. Turn from what you had been hanging onto to
embrace only Him. That’s repentance. It’s a one-eighty. It’s a
turn of the heart. It’s a turn the mind. It’s a redirecting of the life.
Repent and be baptized.
Baptism is simply cutting off or severing my new life
from my old life. It is a public declaration that God has caused
me to go from spiritual death to spiritual life, from spiritual
darkness to spiritual light and that I believe in Him and therefore
I am identifying with Him.
It doesn’t mean much to us anymore because you can or cannot be
baptized and nobody seems to care. But on that particular day
they were publicly identifying with the One that they had publicly
cried, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” And they cheered as they hung
Him on the cross, and now they are publicly saying, “I am no
longer thinking that way about Him, but I have changed my mind,
and I am embracing Him. It’s the first step of obedience for the
new believer for the born-again. It is one thing to verbalize to a

few people, “I now believe. I now believe Jesus, and, you know,
my hope is resting in Him.”
It’s quite another thing to obey Him and to take that step of
obedience. Your opportunity, we have several people who are
looking forward to doing that on November 15, and we could
include you. If you say you believe in Him but you haven’t got the
courage to identify with Him.
And then the third thing he says, He gives the gift of the Holy
Spirit. This is literally the third person of the Godhead is poured
out to you freely.
Now this is a brand-new thing. I mean, what day it was in
downtown Jerusalem. Of course it was Pentecost day, and so they
had annual celebrations and family gatherings. They were kind of
anticipating the events of the day, but they didn’t expect this. As
the sun arose, suddenly the whole city is in a turmoil because they
are hearing a wind that sounds a lot like a tornado. They’re not
feeling anything, but they are hearing it. And they all gathered
together to find out the source.
And when they come to where the apostles are, suddenly they see
120 people with what looks like flames of fire on top of their head.
And everybody as they rush in there, suddenly they’re hearing
fluently the wonders of God being declared by blue-collar outcasts
from Galilee. People who have never had any linguistic training
whatsoever, they have never traveled outside of the nation of
Israel. There’s no way they could’ve learned it, and yet with
fluency in their native tongue, they’re explaining to you the
wonders of God. And all this great conviction. And then he says
he’s going to give you the Holy Spirit.
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The Holy Spirit had been given on occasion all through history.
He would bring the Spirit upon particular individuals to
accomplish a certain ministry for Him to empower, to enable
them to do some special thing that God wanted. But the Holy
Spirit was given on a temporary basis, and you remember that

when the Spirit was removed from Saul the King that he went
bonkers, and he became an insane man. And David actually was
almost the victim twice that Saul tried to throw a spear at him and
pin him to the wall. And when the chief commander of your army
can’t hit a harp player sitting there on a stool, you know that your
army’s in serious condition. Saul twice tries to kill him, and he
runs.
David understood what having had the Spirit of God upon you
and having it removed looked like, so when he sins so grievously
with Bathsheba, and he finally came to repentance, he said …
Psalm 51:11
(Lord do not remove) Your Holy Spirit from me.
Insanity accompanies the removal the Spirit.
Jesus says that when I go to the Father I will send another Helper,
and He will be with you, and He will be in you. And He is saying
here that when you change your mind about Jesus, and you
recognize that He is in fact the Promised One, He is my Savior. I
trust in Him. I’m willing to identify with Him. He gives to you the
permanent indwelling and empowering ministry of the Holy
Spirit.
Sovereign Saving Grace and the Call to Decision
Acts 2:21
Acts 2:39
Acts 2:40
I want you to notice the appeal that is made. Volumes occupy
library shelves on the subject. Is salvation simply the sovereign,
elective activity of God? Or is conversion salvation the decisional
responsibility of man? It tends to say “both.”
Acts 2:21
And it shall come to pass that everyone who
calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.
If you’re tired of your sin and you’re sick and tired of being sick
and tired of your sin, and you want a rescue from that, you simply

turn to Jesus. You call upon Him, and He saves you. But then He
says …
Acts 2:39
For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who
are (after), everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.
So is it, “I’m choosing,” or is it that God is choosing?
Just when you think you’ve resolved it, then he comes in …
Acts 2:40
And with many other words he bore witness and
continued to exhort them (encourage them, plead with
them), saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.”
Now it’s back on something I have to do.
See, I was raised in a world where it was all on our shoulders. You
know, many of you grew up hearing of Billy Graham on the oldfashioned box and talked. “This is the hour of decision.” And by
the end of the program you were called upon to make a decision.
And the theological world I grew up in was all decisional. God just
simply issued the invitation and then stood back to wait and see
what you would decide. And then He would come alongside and
support whatever decision you made.
On the other hand there are those who say, “We don’t have to do
anything. We don’t have to go and share the Good News with
anybody because God’s already figured out who’s going to be
saved and who isn’t.” And so whether we do anything or not is
really irrelevant because it’s all up to God anyway. The reality is
there is some meeting of the two together, that God in his grace
chooses.
This was a real struggle for us theologically in the early days of our
walk with the Lord because both my wife and I were raised in the
man-centered decisional kind of salvation thing. And then
suddenly you’re reading the Scriptures, and you come to …
Ephesians 1:4
… (and you were chosen in Him before the foundation

of the earth that you) would be holy and blameless … .
You know what you do when you have a Bible you like, you just
take colored markers and you mark up the Bible so you can find
that text quickly, you know. So you have this nice collection of
colored markers, and the one that we would want to use for that
one was a black, thick highlighter. “I don’t like that,” just mark it
out. And the problem is you go through, and every time he said
something that sounds like that, you black it out. Then you go buy
new Bible, and there it was again.
Where you land in that, the reality is that Jesus said, “Come to
me. Anybody who eats of my flesh and drinks of my blood will
never hunger and thirst, again (John 6).
And just when you’re ready to go, and he says, “No one comes to
the Son unless the Father draws him.” And wherever, and we’re
not going to argue the case, the point is simply this …
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if you have asked God to intervene in the life of one of your
wayward children, or you have begged God to come in to your
spouse’s life and turned their heart toward Him, or you have
prayed for a classmate at school or a work associate at work, you
have affirmed that salvation is the work of God. “God, save them.”
The Apostle Peter makes the appeal, and he says, “I urge you …
Acts 2:40
… Save yourselves … .
Make the decision. God is calling. He’ll enable you. Decide.
And then he moves it to the church.
We said last week that the power of the risen Christ is unleashed
in his church by the filling of the Holy Spirit.
The filling of the Holy Spirit is the indwelling empowering of the
third person of the Godhead that governs and works with you in

every moment, in every situation of life. It is His ever-present
empowerment. However, the filling of the Holy Spirit most
frequently through the book of Acts is corporate rather than
individual. And because we’re all into consumerism, we think in
terms of the control and the filling of the Holy Spirit for me. I’m
sick and tired of sitting on O Street and losing it when somebody
sits through green light, and I just need the Spirit of God to grab
my hand and pull it back from the honker, you know. It’s like this
is all about me, and it’s not. It’s all about the Spirit of God
empowering the church as He empowers 120 with the flames, as
each of us is empowered by the Holy Spirit together, the Spirit of
God shows up and does God stuff among us.
• Filled with the Spirit
• Filled with the Word
• Focused on Christ
Now the Spirit-empowered church, the church that God blesses,
the church that grows and is healthy, is a church that first of all is
filled with the Holy Spirit.
Ephesians 5:18
(Stop being) drunk with wine (Don’t you get it? That’s dissipation,
but instead) be filled with the Spirit (be controlled with the Spirit,
and when you’re controlled with the Spirit, you’ll begin to speak
to) one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, (you’ll
be) singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart.
The number one evidence of the Spirit’s filling is that our lips
can’t help but speak of the wonders and the goodness of Christ.
Jesus in John 14 says, “I’m going to send you another Helper.
And when He comes, He will he reveal to you things about Me.”
So when you’re filled with the Spirit, your conversation is Christocentric. It’s Christ-centered speaking. He says the same thing in …
Colossians 3:16
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly … . (And then the
result of that is) and you are speaking to one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making all your heart to the Lord.

And a third thing is, the church that He will bless by the Holy
Spirit is a church that continually focuses upon Christ.
As I said last week, if you are starting to notice that Pastor Troy or
Kyle begins to lead us in singing songs that do not declare the
wonders and the glories of Christ Himself, that if they become
more journey- and feeling-motivated or therapeutic songs, then
you need to raise the question, “Are we still a Spirit-controlled,
Spirit-filled church? … because the Spirit-filled church sings of the
wonders of Christ.
If you begin to hear from the pulpit here, whether it’s myself or
anyone else that stands here to proclaim the Word, and you start
to hear therapeutic, little self-help kind of sermons, if all of a
sudden the Gospel is no longer Good News about broken people
who are being restored by saving grace, but instead it’s just
therapeutic, it becomes good advice rather than Good News, then
you have to raise the question, “Are we still a Spirit-controlled,
Spirit-driven church?” It’s filled with the Spirit, it’s filled with the
Word, and it focuses on Christ.
So then he goes on …
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Acts 2:42
And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching …

What are twelve guys going to do with three thousand bundles of
joy and 3000 accidents waiting to happen? They devote
themselves. They set their course in a singular direction to the
apostles’ teaching …
… the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and
signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who
believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And
they were selling their possessions and belongings and
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And
day by day, attending the temple together and breaking
bread in their homes, they received their food with glad
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and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor
with all the people. And the Lord added to their number
day by day those who were being saved.
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What a day! The sound of a wind, the flames of fire, the
declaration of the wonders of God’s glory, and languages they had
never yet learned but other people understood fluently, and
conviction … conviction. Three thousand changing their mind
about Christ and identifying with Him in baptism, and suddenly
twelve men have their hands full. They have a mega-church on
day one. Thirty-one hundred and twenty members in the church
with a staff of only twelve. What are they to do?
Those of you that read FaithNotes on the church newsletter
referenced the arrival of my three children there. Forty-seven
years and a few weeks ago, my eldest arrived in this world. He was
born in Cozad. I believe that the delivery doctor also doubles as a
veterinarian the way that he handled things, but, you know, we
got there, and he was a little late arriving. They simply took my
wife and put her on a table with wheels and pushed her behind
double doors. A couple of nurses took care of things, and they sent
me into this little smelly room with really old magazines.
Pretty soon, here came the doctor. As he went through the doors,
one nurse took the cigar out of his mouth, the other took the shirt
off his back, and he was there, and the baby had already arrived,
but he charged me for the delivery, anyway. He came out and he
said, “You have a healthy baby boy. Congratulations.”
Four years later in the very same place, the redheaded piano
player came into the world. This time, again, we got there a little
early. There was longer to wait. It gave me time to read old
magazines. But they did everything behind the double doors, took
Linda on the table with the wheels, and they did the thing, and
pretty soon the doctor came out, and he said, “Tom, you have a
beautiful baby girl.”

Now in order that we could forget everything we learned about
raising children, we waited six more years, and then we had Dawn
Marie. This time it was in Gothenburg. And as I’m going there
thinking, “Now is a good time to go and get the free coffee in the
waiting room and read old magazines in the new hospital,” they
said, “Here’s your gown. You put this on, and you put these things
over your feet, and you wash your hands like this.” And all of a
sudden I’m a part of the delivery team. That’s not a really good
change in direction. Number one, they don’t give you free coffee in
the delivery room.
Man! The pain of delivering a child just goes on and on. I don’t
know what Linda was thinking, but that’s how it felt to me. It’s
just like, I don’t know if can I take this anymore. But this time,
this time when she arrived, they handed me this beautiful baby
girl. They said, “Congratulations! You have a beautiful, healthy
daughter.”
And I went out into the hallway, and it was me who got to
announce. It was on a Sunday morning and our whole church
canceled Sunday school, and everybody showed up at the hospital.
I walked out to a room full of people and said, “We have a
beautiful baby girl.”
They kept us there for a couple of days, and then they sent us
home. They took Dawn Marie, they wrapped her up like a burrito
in a little pink blanket, and then they put her in the safety seat and
put it in the car. They gave us just enough supplies to get through
about forty-eight hours, and they sent us away. No owner’s
manual, no instruction book, no coach to come to the house with
us. Suddenly we arrive home, and we’ve got children there, and
they want to hold this thing. And it seems so breakable.
“Shall we let them hold her or not? Well, maybe if they’re sitting
on the couch,” and all that. “Oh, by the way, what’s that horrible
odor? Oh, we have to change that? I have to change that?” It was
because fathers had to change messy diapers that we got rid of the
washables and went with the disposable things.

That’s what happens when you get three thousand brand-new
baby Christians. It’s an exciting thing, but all of a sudden they’re
fragile, and they’re messy. Accidents happen.
How are twelve people going to nurture three thousand baby
Christians to maturity?
1. The Spirit-filled Church is a Bible studying Church
Number one, they’re going to commit themselves to the teaching
of the Word. The spirit-filled church offers Bible teaching all
over the place and on every level.
He says in …
1 Peter 2:2
like newborn babies, long for the pure milk
of the word, so that by it you may grow.
So it is that a Spirit-filled church has Bible study options
everywhere. We gather together in order to hear the word. We
break into small groups in order to struggle through the word.
Men gather. They’re reading the word. Women gather they’re
reading the word. Small groups gather at home. They’re reading
the word. We come to church together, and if we don’t allow time
to hear the word, we go away hungry and frustrated. We say,
“Because a healthy church is a church that loves the word.”
A healthy baby has an insatiable appetite. All three of our children
with three different personalities all had this one thing in
common.
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They would cry about every two hours. And it was amazing, you
just put a little bit of white stuff in their mouth, and they just got
very quiet and calm.
Remember when you had first come to faith in Jesus and how you
wanted to read the Bible? How you wanted to hear the Bible? You

needed somebody to explain to you the Bible? Just like it was the
food for your soul, and you couldn’t get enough of it.
If you’ve kind of grown through that season, and you can take
Bible study or let it go, it’s just not that important anymore, it just
doesn’t govern you, you need to go back and examine your
relationship to the Lord. If this is there’s no natural appetite for
the word then you have to ask yourself, “What’s wrong with my
spiritual life?”
If you never went through a season in your life where you were
absolutely passionate. Somebody stopped in my office this week,
had been a friend for thirty years, and he starts, that’s what old
people do. It’s everything is behind us, nothing in front of us, or
something. I don’t know. He just started going back over twentyfive years ago. And he said, “Remember how we couldn’t wait to
get together with our friends to do another Bible study. They
could schedule it as often as they wanted to, and we would be
there.” If you’ve never had that experience in your life, then you
have to ask yourself the question, “Have I really been bornagain?” The first thing is it is a church that loves the word.
2. The Spirit-filled Church is a sacrificial, sharing Church
The second is a self-sacrificing, sharing church. “They
devoted themselves to fellowship.” The word “fellowship” means
“commonality.” The thing that glued that young, infant family
together was they had this in common. They had salvation
through Jesus Christ alone. They had a new life in Him, and that
was everything to them. The word “fellowship” as it appears over
and over in the New Testament, and back in the 60’s and 70’s with
the Jesus movement, we were big on koinonia. We loved that
koinonia. It was everywhere. But “fellowship” soon became
chocolate-chip cookies and lemonade. It’s not that.
When you read of fellowship in the New Testament, wherever
there is fellowship taking place, someone is giving something to
another. In 2 Corinthians 8 and 9 they said, “They longed to
participate in the fellowship of the saints.” They took up an

offering, though they were poverty-stricken. They were living in
bankrupt circumstances. They wanted to give something to the
saints in Jerusalem. That’s fellowship. We have Christ in
common; therefore, “whatever I have … .” The definition for
fellowship is explained in Acts 2:43-47. There was nobody
among them that had any need, but if someone was found to have
had a need, somebody took some of their stuff, and they gave up
their stuff so they could have stuff, so that every need was met.
If you sense that you’re missing fellowship. You’re feeling like you
no longer belong, you no longer fit in, you need to maybe go look
for another family or something. The place to start is to ask
yourself, “What have you given lately?” Fellowship is fueled by
generosity, by giving. So it’s all about you.
I remember a few years ago, longtime friends had started to
attend church. They were sitting right over in this section. They
came four weeks in a row. Midweek over coffee he said to me,
“Tom, I like you and all, but you probably have the most
unfriendly, coldest church I’ve ever gone to.” And it’s just like,
“Ah, stab me with a sword or something.” It’s like, “What are you
talking about? That’s the thing I pride us on that we embrace
everybody who comes and delight in their being here. How can
you say that?”
And then he started to laugh. He said, “I came for four weeks, and
I kept waiting for somebody to welcome me or to greet me.
Everybody around me just kind of looked at me, and nobody ever
came over and said anything. So last Sunday I got up and thought,
‘OK, I want to break the ice.’ I went to them. All of a sudden I
found out I was the longest-term attender in my section.”
And they’re all sitting around going, “Why doesn’t anybody
welcome me or something?” If you feel like you’re not fitting in
anymore, ask yourself, “What’s the last time you gave
something for another?
According to 1 John 1:3, we have fellowship with the Father
therefore we have fellowship with one another. The stronger your

vertical fellowship the stronger your walk with the Lord. Your
commonality with the heart of God, the stronger your horizontal
fellowship will be. Because God has revealed Himself to us as both
being gracious, forgiving, and generous, giving. For that reason
the Spirit-filled church is a gracious and giving generous church.
It sees the needs of its brothers and sisters. It sees the needs of the
world around. It cannot suppress its desire to give.
This Sunday is the Sunday we bring all the baby bottles back.
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It’s been fun to watch them come through the door, and some of
them are just stuffed with paper stuff. Others are stuffed with
coins. But when we ask you to give to the Crisis Pregnancy, we
said they’ll share the Gospel, and babies’ lives will be saved, and
you gave generously. That’s a mark of a Spirit-filled church.
We only have 240 of these boxes. We might have to go get some
more because if we’re a spirit-filled church, we’ll realize that
children around the world need to hear about Jesus. One of the
ways to get to their heart is to give them a gift, and we’re going to
want to do that around the world for the sake of the Gospel. A
church that is rightly connected to God and filled by the Holy
Spirit is a church that is gracious, and it is giving.
3. The Spirit-filled Church is a
Christ-exalting worship Church
It is also a church that is Christ-exulting in its worship. “They
devoted themselves to the breaking of bread.” They did that both
formally and informally. It says that they met regularly in the
Temple and daily from house to house. So they had home worship
services, and they had formal worship services like this. And when
they met together, the central theme of their time together was
not the Huskers. It was Christ … it was Christ.
Speaking of the Huskers … I have some good news for you. If you
have a son, that is four-foot-ten and weighs a hundred pounds,
coach Riley has a scholarship for him … because that’s the size a

hole our line can open. He’s just looking for one good running
back that can handle that.
It’s the centrality of Christ. They would take the bread, and they
say, “Remember that night the disciples told us about? We weren’t
there, but they told us, ‘He took the bread and He broke it and
said, “This bread is My body which is given freely.”’” And He did
that before He went to the cross, and they didn’t quite know what
it meant. But all of a sudden when He’s hanging on the cross, the
bread made sense. “This is my body which is given for you, eat
this in remembrance of Me.”
And then they would take the cup, and they would share it and
say, “This is my blood. This is the New Covenant. As often as you
eat this bread and you drink this, cup you proclaim My death till I
come.” And they would do that together, and they would rejoice in
the goodness of a God Who could love them so generously and so
graciously that He would pour out the life of His own Son for their
salvation.
And they would get together for pot-sovereign meals in homes,
and they would be having a great time, and at the end, before they
left, someone would say, “You know, are there any hamburger
buns left or anything? What do we have left on the table that is
bread?” And they would take the bread and say, “Before we leave,
somebody break the bread and remind us that we have this in
common. We’re together for the simple reason that that He gave
his life for us.” And they would break the bread. And whatever
beverage was left, they would share the beverage to remind one
another of the glory of Christ. A Spirit-filled church always
worships with Christ at the center.
A Spirit-filled church is always radically dependent. And
you don’t have to doubt that. That’s why every Sunday morning at
eight o’clock, a group of people gather in front of the Rescue
Board to pray, because we recognize that unless God shows up
today, nothing of eternal impact is going to happen at all. Oh, we
could create a great program, and we could supervise, and we
could coordinate all kinds of great activities, but if hearts are

going to be drawn to the Savior and lives are going to be changed
for eternity, God’s going to have to show up. It can’t be done in
the flesh. It’s got to be done by the Lord. And so we pray. Lots of
you pray on Sunday morning as we’re gathered at eight o’clock
praying there. You’re praying as you drive to church that God
would show up in a powerful way and that he would meet people
where they are and lead them to the Savior. The Spirit-filled
church is a church that is radically dependent and prays.
5. The Spirit-filled Church is a missionary Church
But it’s also a missionary church. It’s church that
understands that this Good News is a gift from God, not to be kept
to self. But rather it is the Good Message of life that is available to
everyone who would receive it. And it says they were finding …
Acts 2:47
favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their
number day by day those who were being saved.
A revival every day. Like thirty-one hundred and twenty wasn’t
membership enough. Every day there were more babies, more
bundles of joy, more crises waiting to happen, being brought into
the church because they were putting Christ first, and He saw fit
to bless them with the stewardship of souls.
When you come face-to-face with God’s amazing gracious and
generous, forgiving love, you begin to reflect His heart in your
relationship with other people. That’s the beauty of the early
church, that it was everyone for everyone. It was Spirit-inspired
unity and commonality of heart and purpose.
34:58
The men that meet on Wednesday night, we’re reading through
the book of Acts, and we’ve noticed this theme over and over in
Acts: They were all together, and they were all of one heart. They
were all of one mind. And the Adversary comes in and he does
everything he can from the outside and the inside to destroy the
unity. But the reality is that the Spirit-controlled, Spirit-filled
church is a church that understands the saving grace of God and

recognizes that there is nobody beyond the extension or the reach
of His rescue. And they live their lives both together and in the
marketplace for the sake of lost people in order that many might
come to Him.
In his book, No Wonder They Call Him Savior, Max Lucado tells
the true story of a young mother in a little village somewhere
between Sao Paulo, Brazil, and Rio de Janeiro. Her name was
Maria. Her husband died not long after their infant daughter,
Christina, had arrived. It was a difficult time in the village, and yet
Maria was devoted to this beautiful daughter. She was beautiful,
and she was full of life, and her dark eyes would sparkle, which is
joy and excitement.
As you can imagine, many in the village and in the family wanted
to match Maria up with a husband and a father for Christina, but
she devoted her life to working hard to provide for her. But as
Christina grew up, she like most children became bored with the
small village, and she heard stories of what life was like in the big
and bright cities. She longed to escape this little town and go
where the lights never go off.
One day when she had turned sixteen years old, her mother
awakened to find that Christina had packed everything that she
owned and had slipped out of the village in the early dawn.
Obviously her mother’s heart was broken, and the fear was
enormous because what is a sixteen-year-old girl going to provide
for herself with in a mean and difficult city?
Her mother took all of the savings that she had, and she went to a
photo booth, and she made as many pictures of herself as she
could. Then she caught a ride into Rio de Janeiro, and she began
to travel the streets and went to the bars and went to the hotels
went everywhere she could imagine that Christina might be.
Wherever she went, when she would leave, she would take one of
her own pictures, and she would tape it to a mirror. And finally
after days of failure, she finally left, broke and broken-hearted,
and returned home to her village.

Months later her beautiful daughter was coming down the stairs.
There’s no longer any joy nor the light of life in her eyes. She’s
haggard, and she is used and abused. As she hits the bottom of the
stairs, through her tears she looks at herself in the mirror and
suddenly sees a picture on the mirror of her mother. She took the
picture and read on the back. It said, “Dear Christina, no matter
where you have been, no matter what you have done, no matter
what you have become, I still love you. Please come home.”
There is no sin that is so great, there is no hole that is so dark but
what the forgiving, gracious hand of God cannot rescue. There is
no offense that you can commit against Him that would cause
Him to conclude that the wound is too deep and the injury is too
great for Me ever to forgive. But rather what He says is to those of
us that were Christinas who had become the forgotten. We had
become the rebellious. We had become the spoiled and defiled.
And to us we found grace and generosity.
He sends us out as His messengers to walk in the streets and to go
to the dark places and to extend the call: “Whatever you’ve done,
wherever you’ve gone, and whatever you’ve become, I still love
you. Come home.”
The one message that the Spirit-filled church brings to the world
is the message when Jesus said “Come to me all of you who
are weary and heavy laden, and I WILL give you rest.”
40:07
Father, thank you for such unmerited, unexplainable, unequaled
amazing grace and love. Thank you for the generosity that
recognized us in our hopeless and helpless state and brought to us
the promise of hope in life, extends to us the grace to come home.
If there’s a friend that is worshiping with us this morning and they
feel like their offenses are too great, the mark on their record is
too deep, what they have become is un-savable, Lord, let them
hear the words of Jesus, “All who are weary and heavy laden,
come, I’ll give you rest.”

Lord, rather than just going out of here and just kind of living our
lives to make a few more bucks or to experience a little bit more
pleasure, Lord, help us to go out with eyes open to a broken and a
hurting world. Stir us to invite them to your amazing grace and
the generosity of your saving power. We pray in Jesus name.

