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Merry Christmas Faith Bible Church! We’re glad to see you here
this morning, especially if you’re a guest with us, a special
welcome to you. We’re thrilled that you’re here. You’ll notice the
bulletin that the third page is perforated on that, and that we
encourage you to take, encourage all the Faith Family to at least
register the presence of their family unit here this morning. But if
you are a guest, especially, we’d encourage you to take time. Hold
that folder, you won’t offend anybody down the row, and complete
information that’s there requested. And if there’s any way at all we
can be of ministry encouragement to you, we would be honored
and thrilled to do that. You just indicate it there, place it in the
folder, and we would find that a delight.
I want you to take your Bible. I want you to turn to Acts 4. And as
you’re doing that, I want to suggest to you a good way to waste
$15.
They arose on Sunday morning, and his wife said to him, “I’m
feeling a bit under the weather. I don’t think I’ll be able to go to
church with you.” Unusual for him, but he decided that he would
go ahead and go on his own. When he arrived, there were more
people than normal, and their regular seats in the back, the
Baptist Back Row, is already filled, and the ushers took him
almost to the front to the third row. Then they did something that
some of you experience when you’ve gone to sister churches of
ours, they passed an offering basket. And as it was coming down
the row he was up in the front, and he knew a lot of people would

see him. And so he reached his pocket hoping to find a five-dollar
bill, and he could just drop it in the basket. But much to his
chagrin, all he had was a twenty. The problem is, most people had
already seen him pull it out, so he went ahead, dropped it in
anyway, and handed it down.
When he arrived home, he found his wife was feeling a bit better,
and so he said, “Why don’t we just go out to lunch together.”
She said, “Sounds like a good idea.” As they are backing out of the
driveway, she says, “How did church go?”
And he says, “Well, it was good. It was about like normal. Troy
sang some songs I don’t like very much, and a few that I really did.
Tom was boring as usual, but we all got through it just fine.”
“And she said, “ Did anything else happen?”
He said, “Yeah, they passed the offering basket, and regrettably, I
thought I had a five-dollar bill, and instead I had a twenty, and I
went ahead and put it in anyway.”
She said, “What a shame. You just wasted fifteen dollars.”
He says, “What do you mean? I gave a twenty-dollar bill.”
She said. “Yeah, but you only meant to give five, therefore, you
only get credit for five. You just wasted fifteen dollars.”
Hypocrisy. Acting. Pretending a piety that isn’t us. That’s the issue
at hand here in our text this morning. I want to read for us
starting in …
Acts 4:32
Now the full number of those who believed
were of one heart and soul,
We pick the narrative up in the middle. Remember last week some
of you were you are visiting your relatives out of town and you’re
back, so I’ll catch you up a little bit. Last week we looked at a lame

man who had been healed. Now, those who were used of God to
do the healing, Peter and John, are called before the Sanhedrin,
and they are challenged with, “In what name did this happen?”
And they said, “In the name of Jesus,” and they’re told, “Don’t
ever say that name, again.” The evidence, though, is in front of
them. They don’t know what to do because they said, “We cannot
deny that a miracle has taken place, for this lame man stands
before us.” And as we said last week, there’s a wonderful
mysterious little play on the words. The root word for “stand” in
the original is the same root word as for “resurrection.” We cannot
deny that a form of resurrection has occurred, but we just
threatened them that they would go out, and they said, “You
know, we can’t help but just tell what we’ve seen and heard
because …
Acts 4:12
… there is no other name under heaven given
among men by which we must be saved.
And so they went back and they told their friends about what had
happened, and a spontaneous prayer and celebration broke out.
And they exalted in the sovereign hand of God. And then they
prayed that by His Holy Spirit they would receive boldness to
continue to preach the Gospel. And it says …
Acts 4:31-35
… the place in which they were gathered together was
shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.
32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart
and soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to
him was his own, but they had everything in common. 33 And with
great power (The word power there is the root word from which
we get “dynamite,” with mega-explosive) power, the apostles were
giving their testimony (the very thing they were told not to do)
they continued to report what they had seen and heard to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great (the word here, mega-)
grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy person among
them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them

and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it at the
apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.
5:30
I want you notice that we are setting up a narrative about a
hypocrite in the early church.

Unity
4:32
One Heart
One Soul

On the way he declares again the glorious unity that existed in
the early church, starts in Acts 1 when they were “all together” in
the Upper Room praying together. It continues in Acts 2 when
they were “all together,” when the Spirit came, and they were
every one of them filled with the Holy Spirit. End of Acts 2, they
were continually “all together” praising and glorifying the Lord.
Acts 4, and they gathered “all together.” There is an
indescribable, incomparable unity that exists in the church.
Now he uses two-terms here. He says they were “of one heart and
one soul,” or if you use the King Jimmy, it might say “of one
mind.” Some of the other translations perhaps do the same. Now,
to be “of one heart,” what he’s talking about there is the heart of
man, that central core of our being. It is that place where God
moves, works, and changes. It’s as deep into the human as you
can be. So he says they were all together with one core, deep sense
of unity. They were all of one heart. To the depths of what they
were, they held this saving grace in common. They had a bond
that was just absolutely supernatural.
They had a oneness which is really hard to comprehend because
when you read back in Acts 2:9-11, it describes in detail where

they had all come from around the world. There were natural
barriers and separations between them that were amazing. There
were language distinctives. There were cultural distinctives. There
were social distinctives. There were religious-practice distinctives.
All of these people from all of these backgrounds, now over five
thousand heads of household, their wives and their children were
all together with one common heart-deep unity. The core of the
church’s being was, they embraced Christ alone.
The second one is they had one soul. This is my favorite. What
that literally means is that they were thinking the same thoughts.
Now put into the context. Everything possible to destroy the unity
is taking place. They are being threatened not to name, not to
speak of, not to witness to the power of the name of the Lord
Jesus. The Sanhedrin, they refused to believe in a resurrection.
The Sadducees are sad, you see, because they don’t believe in the
resurrection. Yet they’re continuing to proclaim that, so to the
core of there being they all agreed to the saving grace of the name
of Christ, AND they mentally all are thinking the same thoughts.
“We can’t back away. We can’t turn back. No matter what happens
to us, they throw us in prison. They beat us.” By Acts 7 there will
be martyrdoms in the church, but they all agreed together because
the Spirit of God was filling them, that together we are on mission
for this purpose.
Jesus prayed this way. John 17, the last night, it’s called the High
Priestly prayer of Christ. In the last night that He was on earth
before His own crucifixion, He prayed, Lord …
John 17:22
… that they may be one even as we are one, …
That passion for unity has caused all kinds of problems. When
Jesus talks about a unity of oneness like His Father, the Son, and
Holy Spirit have, it’s a unity of essence or purpose or identity. It is
not organizational, and it’s not denominational. There are those
that want to get us all into one church, and thereby, if we’re all in
one denomination, if we all go to one church, if we’ll have one

common bond, then we will fulfill the prayer of Jesus that there
would be unity.
10:00
But that becomes uniformity.
Unity is believing to the core of my being the same thing, and
being committed to the proclamation of the same message. On the
basis of that, there’s unity. Most of us look for a unity in
commonality, uniformity, or likeness. We think there ought to be
only one acceptable dress code for church. Anybody that doesn’t
dress the way I dress for church is definitely outside the
parameters of redeeming grace.
Some of us believe that there are only certain beverages that we
are to participate in. Anyone who would drink hot chocolate from
Switzerland or something is definitely outside the sphere of God’s
redeeming grace.
We think our kids all ought go to the same school. Our children all
ought to hear their Bible stoies from the same Egermeier’s Bible
Story Book.
We ought to only drink coffee at Christian-owned coffee shops.
We think that we can have unity if we all like the same music. Last
week somebody said, “Tell Troy, don’t ever sing ‘Thank You, Lord,
for Saving My Soul,’ again. I don’t want to hear that anymore.”
But others said, “You know, don’t sing that ‘Holy Spirit You Are
Welcome in This Place,’ thing. I don’t like that, I like this, and I
don’t like that. For heaven’s sake, don’t sing ‘Holy Spirit’ with
drums. That’ll never work.”
Linda and I visited a church that’s pastored by a friend in Omaha
during the summer, and he said, “You know, we have all this
commonality of where we think that we have to buy the same
underwear that’s got a Jesus fish on the tag or something.” He
said, “I’m giving my church permission to wear Fruit of the Loom
if they choose to.” You don’t have to have a Christian fish on your

underwear. We get into that uniformity thing. That’s not what’s
going on here. In fact I love what R. Ken Hughes said …

“Insis&ng everyone be just like us is one of the most
dis-unifying mind-sets a church can have.
It ins&lls a judgmental inﬂexibility that hurls
people away from the Church with lethal force!”
R. Kent Hughes

Regrettably for some of us that grew up in that uniformity world,
suddenly just conforming to those expectations blunted our sense
of need for a Savior because we fit in and we obeyed all the same
rules, that is, when somebody was watching.
I grew up with a whole lot more awareness of the Holy Spirit than
most of you. My sister is the Holy Spirit. Back before there was,
like, cell phones and emails, and all of that, it didn’t matter what
my brother and I did, my parents knew about it before we got
home. Tom and Dan are in trouble again, and Judy ratted us out.
It’s like we had these rules, and we tried to live by them, and that
gave us the sense that it was all OK. That’s not unity that he’s
talking about.

Satan’s #1 Strategy:

Division

… the destruction of unity, to bring division. You’ll see it over
and over in the book of Acts. You see it over and over in the
Scriptures:
Genesis 1:17
God created man in His own image,
… male and female He created them.
Then in Genesis 2 he says he made the man first, and then he
gave the man spiritual instructions for his household, and then he
created for the man a helpmate suitable to his need with the
expectation that the man would communicate the words of God to
his helpmate. And in Genesis 3, all of a sudden, you have the
man responsible for the spiritual welfare of his family standing by
as Satan comes to his helpmate and says to her, “God didn’t really
say, did He?” And rather than lead, the he listens, and she sins,
and he follows her in sin, and Satan drives a wedge in a
relationship. And he’s been doing it over and over again ever
since.
He can blunt the power of the Gospel entrusted to a congregation
if, in his skillful way, he can drive a wedge, a division, among
them, and the book of Acts is full of it.
Persecution
In Acts 4 he tried it by persecution. He threw them in jail, and
he threatened them, and said, “If you speak.” That’ll silence them.
At least some of them will go, “Whoa! If it’s gong to get that hot
around here, I’m outta here.”
15:05
Or when they all get together they would renegotiate, or they
would re-strategize and say, “You know, we gotta hold it down on
those public healings of lame people that haven’t walked in forty
years.” Kind of get off the radar screen little bit and go undetected.
If he could somehow bring a division through persecution, he
would do it.

Jealousy
Then in Acts 5 he uses jealousy. One member of the church is
getting applause and accolades, and others are covetous of that,
envious of that, and that’ll certainly divided it.
Inequality
In Acts 6, when we get there in January, we’re dealing with
inequality. There were those who were born speaking Greek as the
native tongue, and there were a bunch of widows who didn’t. They
grew up in a foreign language, and so the care of the widows
almost imploded the church. You almost had a Jewish-Hebrew
church and an “other” church.
Persecution
And then you come to Acts 7. You’re back to the persecution
thing again, and the finest Old Testament walk-through you’ll
read anywhere is spoken by Stephen, but at the end of it, he loses
his life.
Theology
Then in Acts 15, he tries to divide the church. It really starts back
in Acts 10 when Peter gets the lunch brought down on the sheet,
and God tells him to rise and kill to the glory of Jesus and eat stuff
that’s defiled, and he resisted and resisted, and finally he does.
And he goes to the house of Cornelius, and at the house of
Cornelius, a Gentile-Roman military, he’s preaching the Gospel,
and he just reaches a simple Gospel of grace salvation in Christ
Jesus. BOOM! They believe. And then he goes back and all of his
buddies are going, “What are you doing in the house of Gentile?”
And “How do you know they truly believe ?” So you start to see
this this wedge of theological division.
And then when Paul and Barnabas come back from their first
missionary journey, they’re talking about what God did in Gentile
regions, and they are going, “Wait a minute! Wait a minute!
Didn’t you tell them to be circumcised and comply with the rules
of the Law?”
And he said, “No, we told him to believe in Jesus.”

They said, “Time out! We all gotta go five hundred miles south of
Jerusalem. We gotta get the leaders together. We gotta figure it
out.” Suddenly, it looked like Satan had divided church over
theology. And in the end they all with one mind, the Spirit of God
led them to one common conviction: Salvation is by Grace Alone
through Faith Alone in Christ Jesus Alone. PERIOD! They
believed it.
Strategy
And then there was a strategic division. After many days Paul
decides that they ought to go back and visit the new churches and
encourage them in the faith. Barnabas says, “Great! I’ll get ahold
of my nephew, John Mark, and we’ll all team up, and we’ll go.”
And Paul said, “No. No. Last time we went, your nephew, John
Mark, just barely gets started, and he gets homesick for mama or
he gets afraid or whatever, but he went AWOL on us. In the
middle of our mission, he turned around and went home. I’m not
taking him, again.”
Barnabas says, “No, you don’t understand. This dude’s got hope
for ministry. He’s got the gifts for it. He’s the next generation. We
have to take him.”
And Paul goes, “No! I’m not taking him.” And you can read about
it in Acts 15, and it got rather heated. There was a great dissent
between them. Finally Barnabas goes, “All right! If John Mark
doesn’t go, I don’t go either.”
And Paul goes, “Great! I’ll take Silas.”
Barnabas and John Mark head off to Cyprus, and you’re thinking,
“Whoa! Satan succeeded in dividing.” What he did was he
multiplied the Gospel. Suddenly, they have two missionary teams
going out being effective. And the wonderful thing about the end
of the story is, in the last thing that Paul wrote before the Lord
called him home, in 2 Timothy 4, he writes to Timothy, and he
says, “Timothy, I’m so lonely here. As soon as you can would you
come and visit me here in Rome? Would you bring my library?

Would you bring my jacket? And, would you bring John Mark? He
is useful to me in ministry.” Satan failed again.
Persecution
And so he ramps up the persecution. Acts 21-28 is just a
repeated narrative of persecution.

Clarity
4: 33
Mega-Power
Mega-Grace

And then when they resist the effort of Satan to divide them, and
instead they’re united, we have this incredible clarity of message.
Acts 4:33-34
33 And with (mega-power and dynamite resurrection) power the
apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus, and (mega-)grace was upon them all. 34 There was not
a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands
or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold.
When they’re united together in the filling of the Holy Spirit, the
message that lost people heard was a consistent message. It was
clarity in that, Christ Jesus.
19:58
I declare to you …
1Corinthians 15:3-5
… that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the
Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised in
accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and … he appeared … .
3

And so with clarity we have a resurrected Savior, a resurrected
Christ. It doesn’t matter what the Sanhedrin says, we saw it with

our own eyes. We are eyewitnesses. We heard it with our own
ears, and we share that with you.

Charity
4:34-35
True Spirit-ﬁlled believers
are people-oriented

Out of that kind of Gospel clarity came incredible charity. Spiritfilled people are people-oriented. They see needs. As they are
gathering for fellowship, they began to recognize that, “WOW!
You know, I have everything I need and more. A lot of the people
in my fellowship group, they don’t. I have some resources, so I’ll
liquidate, I’ll sell some of my assets, and I’ll just give it to the
apostles, and maybe the needs of those people can be met in that
way. And they did that.
As you look at it, and you’re thinking, “Jesus had told them, He
said, ‘Not long from now there is going to be a fall of Jerusalem,
and not one stone is going to be left on top of another.’” The whole
thing is going to be devastated. And I can see the church believing
the word of Jesus, and they’re going, “You know, that house that I
find such great delight in, it’s not going to be worth much when
the whole city gets lowered. And quite honestly, that piece of
property that I bought that I was going to build on, I don’t think,
you know, the market’s not going to be real good when the armies
are surrounding it, and the place starts to fall.” And we know that
actually happened in 70 A.D.
And so they just thought, “Why not use the resources we have
while we’re still here to use them, because, bottom line, you can’t
take ‘em with you.”

Have you figured that out? It’s a great principle. What if … what if
we used what we have while we’re here with the awareness that
we can’t take it with us?
Over the years I’ve set through the reading of wills. Sometimes
family members no longer speak to one another because
somebody got something in the will they didn’t get. And they’re
mad about it. And when you do that, you want to go, “We just read
the will because they didn’t take it with them. One day they’re
going to read your will, and the stuff’s still going to be here. Why
don’t you do something with the stuff while you’re here?” Fortyone years, I can’t tell you how many hundred funerals I’ve done.
And quite honestly, we have never hooked a U-Haul trailer to a
hearse at any of them. You don’t take your stuff with you.
A classic illustration of that was my granddaughter who’s a senior
at Hillsdale now. But when she was about five years old, her greatgrandparents had passed away, and they were doing an estate
auction on Main Street on Lake Avenue in Gothenburg. She was
there, and she saw all these strangers bidding on her
grandparents’ stuff. Now her mother always wanted her to have
fine jewelry, wanted her to be really a little girl, but she’s really
claustrophobic. We’re not sure if she would lose her rings or if she
would just hide her rings, but she never had a ring. And then not
long after that auction, she had misplaced her ring that her mom
wanted her to wear. And her mom was like, “You know, you have
to be more careful, you have to take care of the ring.”
And her response was, “Mom, it really doesn’t matter because it’s
not going to be very long, and I’m going to die, and they’re gonna
take all my stuff, and they’re going put it in a box, and somebody
will buy it for quarter. It really doesn’t matter.” Now that’s pretty
good wisdom for a five-year-old.
So you see that here, they’re going, “You know, we’re here, and we
can’t take it with us.”
But then, there’s this one here.

Generosity
4:36-37
Sacriﬁcing Love

Acts 4:36
… Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas (a name
that will show up again in Acts 11 and Acts 13 and Acts 15 called
Barnabas which his nickname is “You son of encouragement”) …
Now I’ve been called the son of a lot of things in my life. I’d like to
be called “The Son of Encouragement.” If somebody called you by
your spiritual gift, what would they call you? If they just looked at
how you encourage the body, how you minister to others, what
label would they put on?
Well he was a constant encourager, so they called him the Son of
Encouragement.
Acts 4:36b-37
36b … a Levite, a native of Cyprus, 37 sold a field that belonged
to him and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.
Now he’s setting up the narrative for hypocrisy in the church, but
the interesting thing is his property is not in Jerusalem. He’s from
the island, and Jesus didn’t prophesy that the island was going to
get razed. This property is good stuff.
24:59
And Cyprus is kind of a nice place. I would’ve said, “You know,
wait a minute. I’m thinking in terms of like an apostolic wives’ and
pastors’ retreat center or something. You know, don’t sell that
right away, maybe we could build something where preachers
could get away for little vacations or something.” He sells what he
could keep which didn’t have a descending but an ascending

value, and he gave it out of the authenticity of his heart. Why?
Because they were together of one heart and one mind. That sets
us up.

Hypocrisy
5:1-10
Actors Behind Masks
Ac6ng in a way that goes against
claimed beliefs or feelings

Acts 5:1-2
1 … a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira (those
of you who are expecting daughters, you might want to
run that name past your spouse. We could call her “Saffie”
or something like that.), sold a piece of property (apparently
in Jerusalem), 2 and with his wife's knowledge he kept back
for himself some of the proceeds and brought only a part
of it and laid it at the apostles’ feet.
Do you see that theme repeating?
Acts 4:35
(they) laid it at the apostles’ feet … .
Acts 4:37
(they) laid it at the apostles’ feet.
Acts 5:2
(they) laid it at the apostles’ feet.
It’s not like designated giving. I always want to control the giving
that I do. I want to put it out there, and I keep a string on it, and I
want to guide it.
They just had this sense of God’s sovereignty that when he stirred
them to generosity, that God would give wisdom to the leaders to

do with it whatever was appropriate. They put it at the apostles’
feet.
Acts 5:3
But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your
heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for
yourself part of the proceeds of the land?”
Now that’s a scary line: “Why has Satan filled your heart?” I’m
pretty sure that my dad, my grandparents, Bill and Ruth Dick, my
daughter, Dawn Marie, I think they’ve already met Ananias and
Sapphira. If nonbelievers want to sell their stuff and lie about it,
who cares? They’re of their father, the Devil, and he’s been a liar
from the beginning. We’re talking about the saints here, becoming
tools in the hands of the Adversary. Does that sober you up just a
notch?
According to this, I could become a tool of division in the hands of
Satan. “He filled your heart.” This thing where we’re of one heart,
all of a sudden, he took that spot, and he filled it to lie to the Holy
Spirit, and to “keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the
land.”
Acts 5:4
4 While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own?
And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? (Didn’t
you have the money? Didn’t you have control over what
you did with it?) Why is it that you contrived this deed in
your heart? (WHEW! This is a thunderbolt right here!)
You have not lied to man but to God.” 5 When Ananias
heard these words (without opportunity for confessional
repentance) he fell down and breathed his last. And great
fear came upon all who heard of it. (Mega-power, megagrace, mega-fear) 6 The young men rose and wrapped
him up and carried him out and buried him.
I like that line. We had to move a piano from the youth wing over
here, and because we don’t have a corridor or anything, Troy went
through and rounded up a team. Being of enviable physical
stature, I went with them. As we came out the door with the

piano, one of them handed me the piano bench and said, “Here, I
think you can handle this.” OW! That was an insult!
Here, I’m glad that they had young men carry him out. Here’s a
shocker …
Acts 5:7
After an interval of about three hours his wife
came in, not knowing what had happened.
At this point you don’t see Luke in the first person. He’s not
saying “we” and “us.” He is talking about situations where he has
gone and done interviews and examined. I can hear him talking
about that, “OK, when hypocrisy showed up in the church God
showed up, right? And this guy was killed in church, right? First
Christian funeral, right? And his wife didn’t know about it for
three hours? What’s with that?
30:04
The answer is she didn’t know what to wear. It was like
everybody’s going to be there to do what they did with Barnabas,
and they’re going to be all excited. Every eye in the place is going
to be on her. And so she gets out her favorite outfit and puts it on
the bed, and she looks at it and goes, “That’s a little garish, don’t
you think? Maybe I ought to tone it down a little bit.” And she gets
Humble Susie outfit and looks, and that’s not good enough. She’s
looking for something in the middle. Finally, he goes, “That’s it!
You figure out what you’re wearing, I’ll go on down to the
gathering, and we’ll handle it from there.”
One funeral three hours later, she comes.
Acts 5:8
And Peter said to her, “Tell me whether you sold
the land for so much.” And she said, “Yes, for so much.”
Now they didn’t publish real estate transfers in those days. I
always shock people because I know when they moved because
I’m small town, I read the real estate transfers every week. I’ll do
it again this afternoon, so if you’re trying and hide your move
from me, I’ll catch you at it. They didn’t have that. There was

nothing published how much they sold it for. He just asked right
out, and she just bluntly said, “Yeah.”
Acts 5:9a
But Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed together …
This is premeditated sin. This wasn’t walking in the door with a
few thousand dollars in her pocket from a piece of property that
they got a really good sale on and getting cold feet and going, “You
know, this Christian thing may not last. It’s really kind of young,
kind of fresh, maybe we ought to hold just a little bit back in case
it doesn’t work out the way we dream it is.”
No, they strategized together …
Acts 5:9b-10
… to test the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet of those
who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will
carry you out.” 10 Immediately she fell down at his feet and
breathed her last. When the young men came in they found
her dead, and they carried her out and buried her beside her
husband. 11 And great fear came upon the whole church and
upon all who heard of these things.
9b

God takes sin seriously. Because we live under grace, we convince
ourselves that, “You know, it doesn’t really matter. He’ll forgive
me. If anybody ever finds out, you know, that’d be a problem, but
He’ll forgive me. Remember that Romans thing, ‘Where sin
abounds grace abounds all the more.’ So what’s the big deal?”
What IS the big deal? Because God knows. God takes sin
seriously. There was a Matthew 18 outline strategy for church
intervention in existence at this time. But it’s kind of like the first
time church intervention was needed, God says, “Step aside, boys,
let Me show you how to do this.” He took it, Himself.
There is a sin unto death. 1 Corinthians 11 he says I would like
to commend you, but I can’t. When you come together to
celebrate the Lord’s Supper, it’s reported that there are divisions
among you. Some of you grab a whole loaf of bread all to yourself,

go hide in the corner, and you snarf it. And others of you grab the
beverage before everybody gets there, and by the time they all
arrive you’re three sheets in the wind. And that not ought to be.
And he says if you would judge yourself, you won’t be judged, but
for this reason, many of you are sick and some of you even sleep.
The word there is that some of you have died. Believers, willfully
sinning, and God steps in.
1 John 5:16
(Read it for yourself.) There is sin that leads
to death; I do not say that one should pray for that.
We can’t read this without saying, “If the church is going to be of
one heart and one mind, then anything that the Adversary would
use to divide us, is an offense to God, and God takes it seriously.

Men Whom God Struck Dead
Nadab and Abihu
Uzzah
Ananias and Sapphira

Nadab and Abihu are the second-generation priests of Israel.
Their father, Aaron, is given instructions what worship in the
tabernacle ought to look like. And they are taking, as my friends in
high school used to say, “Are you going to take up the robe after
your dad?” My dad always preached in a suit, so I didn’t know
what they meant. But, the point is that Aaron’s sons took up the
robe, and they’re coming to do worship, and they brought a
strange fire, and they hit the doorway of the tent, and God struck
them dead on the spot.
34:59
And He looked at their father and said, “Now don’t grieve their
death.”

The one that’s really unnerving is, what about Uzzah? It wasn’t
even his fault. The Tabernacle of the Lord had been in the
Philistines’ camp, and David is all excited. He’s bringing it back to
Shiloh. And to get it done right, he is going to have a special-built
cart. It had never been used for anything else before because the
Ark of the Covenant is very sacred to God. And God had said,
“When you move it put it on sticks and the poles on the shoulders
of the priests, and move it that way.” But he wanted to honor it, so
he puts on a cart, and they’re making their way back to Shiloh,
and the cart hits a rut in the road, and it starts to wobble. With
good intention, he reaches out his hand to keep the Ark of the
Covenent, from hitting the dirt, and God strikes him dead at the
moment. He’s doing a good thing in the wrong way.
Donald Barnhouse said …

“If God acted in the same way today
that He did in the 5th chapter of Acts,
you’d have to have a morgue in the basement of
every church and a mor>cian on the pastoral staﬀ.”
Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse

I thought yesterday afternoon, I thought, “OK. I’m going to send
Tyler Woods and Dan Frost a note saying, “You know, we need to
adjust next year’s budget. Gonna have to have a mortician on
staff. We’re going to need a base salary plus a benefits package,
because we kind of anticipate in 2016 that maybe the Spirit of God
is going to come and deal with some of our hypocrisy. I just can’t
explain away around it. Satan can’t defeat us by persecution. If he
can’t divide us when we stand together for the Gospel, then he’ll
put hypocrites among us to dilute the power of the truth.
Lady went to Pastor Charles Spurgeon one time and said, “Pastor,
I’m very disillusioned with our church. There are so many

hypocrites here.” She said, “I believe I’m going to go and find a
more perfect church.”
Not being one with a gentle tongue and lacking wit, he looked at
her and said, “Ma’am, I hope you find it, but I hope you don’t join
it because you’ll ruin it.” Hypocrisy is at the core of all of us.

Authen'city
5:11-13
Mega-Respect

When God purifies the church, then the authenticity of the reality
of the Gospel becomes magnetic.
Acts 5:11
(There was mega-)fear upon the whole church and
upon all who heard of these things. (I would hope to shout!)
It was like, you know, you don’t want to go and lie in that
congregation. Next time they put a song on the wall, read the
words before you sing it, you know. You might not be able to sing
the whole thing. By the time you get to the third verse, you might
be in heaven. It’s like we just kind of go through that. In fact
Barnhouse, there were certain verses of certain hymns he
wouldn’t let them sing because knew people are going to sing
them and then lie to God about it.
Then God purifies …
Acts 5:12-13
12 Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among
the people by the hands of the apostles. And they were (Here
it is again) “all together” in Solomon's Portico. 13 None of the
rest dared join them, but the people held them in high esteem.

When by His Holy Spirit God purifies His church, lost, hopeless,
and helpless people stand in awe.
Perhaps one of the reasons that our personal testimonies have lost
their power is because those that we’re living it out in the presence
of don’t see any difference between us and them. We nurse the
same grudge-holding attitudes. We set our goals for
accomplishing the same intentions. We treasure the same values,
and we flirt with the same sins.
When the Spirit of God purifies the church, the church is a magnet
for the Gospel. It results in ...

Victory
5:14

Acts 5:14
And more than ever believers were added
to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women,
Here’s the truth that ties it all together …

WORSHIP
The heart of the ma+er is truly
a ma+er of the heart!

They were all together with one heart. It’s the deepest core of the
human being. It’s the center where God works and where God
changes. Just let me wrap it with three overview thoughts.
40:00
Number one:

Stuﬀ
“While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own?
And a6er it was sold, was it not under your control?”

Acts 5:4

They were under no obligation to get rid of their stuff.
Communism says, “What you have belongs to all.” Christianity
says, “What is mine is Yours.” They didn’t have to get rid of their
stuff. He says, “While you had your stuff, it was yours. You didn’t
have to give it away, so why were you lying about it?” So don’t get
swept away in this thing, “Oh, well, I got to sell all my … . He says
in 1 Timothy 4, he says, “He has given us all good things to enjoy
if participated in with gratitude.” If you can say, “Thanks to the
Lord,” while using the good stuff, enjoy it and quit feeling guilty
about it.
But it’s also yours to do what you want to with it, and he might stir
your heart to do something benevolent.

Satan
“Why has Satan ﬁlled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit?”

Acts 5:3

Linda sat at the at the phones on Friday afternoon. It’s really slow
around here on Friday afternoon. She went into my office and
pulled some books off the shelf for something to read, and for the
last forty-eight-plus hours all I’ve been hearing is Screwtape
Letters by C.S. Lewis. One of the strategies of Satan is to convince
us that he’s NOT.

Satan
“Be sober-minded and watchful.
Your adversary the devil prowls around
like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.
Resist him, ﬁrm in your faith…”

1 Peter 5:8

Don’t drop your guard. Just because you came to faith in Jesus
doesn’t mean he’s given up trying to ruin you and your fellowship.

Satan
“Submit yourselves, therefore, to God.
Resist the devil, and he will ﬂee from you.
Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.”

James 4:7-8

And then, regrettably, there’s …

Sin
“You have not lied to men, but to GOD!”
Acts 5:4

Satan will convince us that all of our offenses are horizontal. The
reality is as David said in …
Psalm 51:4
Against You, You only, have I sinned.
I’m thinking the ghost of Uriah would say, “Wait a minute. You
stole my wife, and you arranged my murder? You sinned against
me.”
I’m thinking Bathsheba would say, “Wait a minute. I had to bury
my firstborn, you sinned against me.”
Or the families of all of the hundreds of soldiers that lost their
lives when David set them up for an ambush. Would they not say,
“Wait a minute, you sinned against me”?
As long as we keep it on the horizontal, there’s not much restraint
there. When we get it on the vertical and realize every sin we
commit is first and foremost against God Himself … against God
Himself.
Hypocrisy in the church convinces itself that it is only the
relationships around me that are impacted. The truth of the
Gospel is every sin is a sin against God. We praise Him for His
mega-grace. How interesting God’s provision.
I know, I’m watching the clock. We’re just going to turn the kids
loose in the parking lot. They’ll be fine. Don’t worry about it.
This morning Mike and I got a note from our pastor friend in
India. Pastor Mark said, as you know, in Chennai, fourth-largest
city of India, nine million people, they have had unprecedented …
hundred-year floods.

Many hundreds have lost their lives. Many have lost their homes
and their possessions. All kinds of difficulties there. Mark himself
lost his motorcycle and his car and all of their possessions in their
house.

And he didn’t write to us to ask us to do anything for him, but he
did ask us to share with the church of Jesus Christ an opportunity.

Our brothers and sisters are in need, and the commitment is
whatever we might choose to do financially, it will be used by
pastors we already support in church planting to bring just
physical resources, basic needs, to people with this promise: That
as we deliver those goods to them, we point them to the person of
Jesus. Mark said it’s a historic unprecedented opportunity to
show the world what transforming Gospel will do.

He just asked us to share it with you. Now, we don’t have a
strategy. We don’t even know what to do. Mike and I met early
this morning,
45:00
and we talked together about what would God have us do. We
came to this conclusion. If God stirs your heart to do something in
a tangible way to help our brothers and sisters share the Gospel in
India, if you would just contact Mike personally and let him know
what you think God is stirring you to do, we’ll figure out a system.
Now, here’s the warning. Some of you are going to get all
emotionally wrapped up in that. You’re going to go online on a
public Wi-Fi. You’re going to read it, and you’re going to say, “I
gotta do something.” You’re going to make a commitment to do it.
And you’re going to wake up tomorrow morning and go, “That
was the dumbest thing I ever did.” And you’re going to not do it.
DON’T BE THAT GUY! because I’m really busy this week, I don’t
have time for funerals.

Lord, thank You so much for saving grace. Thank You for Spirit of
God who knows the heart of the church, who empowers the
Gospel to bring conviction to sinners and to bring life to those
who believe. Thank You for raising us from death to life, bringing
us out of darkness into Your marvelous light.
Lord, purify us from the inside out and give us one common heart
that we would all possess Christ together in one common mind
that our number-one task is to declare the Good News to hopeless
and helpless people. Exult the name of Jesus in our church for
your Glory, we pray. Amen.

