
A Persian Gulf seaport, at the mouth of the great Euphrates River, just 12 miles 
from the traditional “site” of the Garden of Eden, was one of the most 
magnificent cities in all the world. In this grand metropolis lived Terah, the ninth 
(9th) generation removed from the flood. As was his ancestor, Noah, Terah was 
blessed with three sons. His first born, arriving in Terah’s 70th year, he named 
Abram…Exalted Father. His second born was Nahor and the 3rd was Haran. 
Sometime after marrying and fathering a son, Haran died leaving Lot an orphan 
to be adopted by the family. 

With over 2000 years of human history compacted into the first eleven chapters 
of Genesis, suddenly the author hits the air-brakes and from chapters 12 thru 50 
only 350 years of history are covered. When we arrive at chapter 12, Moses shifts 
from the flood lite view to a narrowing spotlight perspective. Just 350 years will 
be covered from chapter 12-50. From painting the portrait of the universal 
population explosion and distribution of mankind, the author narrows the focus 
to one man and one developing family as God continues to develop the line of 
the promised Messiah to come.  

Notice how the lists of genealogies in chapter 11 have a totally different ending 
than those previously listed in chapter 5.  Mark the 26 times he states the word 
“father/fathered”, “these are the sons of…” and Moses writes “…and had other 
sons and daughters”. Anyway, the penning of this narrative is a masterpiece of 
storyline development!  

• A man wants something for which he is willing to risk it all. 
• But he immediately encounters a problem he cannot resolve 
• A guide comes along, not to replace him but to encourage and direct him 
• A plan is set before him 
• Then he is given a call to action 
• Suddenly he reaches a point of crisis 
• The decisions he makes at this point will determine rather our hero realizes 

success or suffers through failure 

In the story of Abraham God provides us more detail than He does about all the 
origins of the world. (This fact alone must cause us to focus…)  

• Born around 2166 B.C. 
• Son of an idol worship family (Rabbis say the family was in the idol making 

business…) 

• Abraham is mentioned 308 times in the bible 
• 234 times in the Old Testament 
• 74 times in the New Testament 
• He is cited in 27 books—16 Old Testament / 11 New Testament
If we simply read this Holy Spirit inspired text as a simple theological manuscript 
and fail to sit long and let the author wrap us into the story, we will fail to see the 
beauty and wonder of God, His purposes, His ways, His self-revealing deeds, His 
unmerited graces, AND the raw exposure of the frailty of His creature even when 
exhibited in his best form! As we read we must continually ask, “Where do I find 
Jesus here?” 

Abraham’s Journey… every sign points to Jesus. 
Calling—Gen 11 / Acts 7 

“The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham in Mesopotamia, before he 
lived in Haran, and said, ‘God out from your land and from your kindred and go 
into the land I will show you.’”—Acts 7:2. TERAH = delay. How many of us leave Ur 
with enthusiasm only to get bogged down in Haran? 

Commission—Gen 12 

• I will make you a great nation 
• I will bless you 
• I will make your name great 
• You will be a blessing 
• I will bless those who bless you 
• I will curse those who curse you 
• In you ALL the families of the earth will be blessed 

Crisis—Gen 12: “Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help…and trust in 
chariots…and horsemen…but don’t look to the Holy One of Israel or seek the 
Lord”—Isa 31:1 

Confirmation—Gen 13: Lift  up your eyes and look from the place where you 
are…arise, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I will give it to 
you.—v. 14-18 

Courage—Gen 14 

Covenant—Gen 15: BELIEVED = Leaned totally into / COUNTED = imputed to his 
account / RIGHTEOUSNESS = rightly clothing the naked sinner 

Compromise—Gen 16: “He gave them their request but sent leanness into their 
souls.”—Ps 106:15 

Circumcision—Gen 17 
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Compassion—Gen 18 

Corruption—Gen 19 

Celebration—Gen 21 

Calvary—Gen 22 

Three Markers of the Life of Abraham: 
TENTS  
• By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in 

tents for he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose 
designer and builder is God. 

• See Gen 12: 8; 13:3, 5, 12, 18; 18:1, 2, 9, 10; 20:13; 23:4; 24:67 And he 
journeyed as far as Bethel where his tent had been at the beginning… 

ALTARS
• By faith, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the 

promises was in the act of offering up his only son 
• See Gen 12:7, 7; 13:4, 18; 21:23; 2:29 When they came to the place of which 

God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order 
and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood 

FAITH 
• By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was 

to receive as an inheritance. And he went out not knowing where he was 
going...  

• Was not Abraham justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the 
altar? Jas 2 

Abraham’s Question:  
• Can God bring life out of death? 
• He considered that God was able to even raise him from the dead…Hebrews 

11 
• Gen 11:10-25:9; Isa 41:8; 51:2; Jn 8:33-39; Ac 7:2-8; Rom 4:13-25; Gal 3:6-29; 

Heb 11:8-22; Jas 2:21-23 
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