
Abraham is the “hero” of the text in at least thirteen chapters in Genesis 
and often mentioned in the rest of scripture, frequently in the New 
Testament.  Jacob is the “hero” of the narrative in at least fifteen chapters 
and is also frequently mentioned elsewhere.  But our man Isaac is 
basically four chapters bridge between those two and even in those, he is 
only really spot-lighted in one. And yet… 

The drama of God’s Redemption narrative has moved forward rapidly but 
now the pace has slowed to focus on a developing family through which 
the Promised Deliverer will come. Isaac is generation two of the special 
sovereign program of God through Israel. As in the story of Abraham so we 
find in the details of the life of Isaac that the Serpent is continually 
nipping at the heel, desperately seeking to prevent the fulfillment of the 
coming of the promised “head-crusher”, the Messiah/Deliverer. In the 
brief accounts we have of Isaac, you see incredible parallels to the life of 
his father, Abraham. A life of mobility living in tents. Building altars to the 
Living God while residing in a land of idolatry. The testing of faith through 
famine. The attraction of Egypt as a source of survival. The risking of line 
of the Promised One by permitting his wife to be taken in by another. The 
increased wealth. The conflict with neighbors. The trauma of infertility. 
The conflict within the home between two sons. The similarities go on 
and on. 

The danger is reading the life of Isaac is to default to moralism about 
weak fathers, divided households, favoritism toward one child over the 
other, etc. Too many sermons and family life seminars have mis-used 
these passages as the framework for family principles. That’s not to say 
that there are not a number of valuable observations to be made in that 
arena, but if we allow ourselves to go there too quickly, we miss the 
intended purpose that Moses and the Holy Spirit had in mind for this 
writing! 
Where his father was marked as a man of action and courage, Isaac is 
presented as far more passive and more easily influenced. And in the end, 

he seems far more concerned about getting a really good meal than about 
the blessed line of the Promise and obediently placing its blessing upon 
the man of God’s choosing. Brief as it is, the story line on Isaac and his 
family is a story of conflicts 

• Between Sara and Hagar 
• Between Ishmael and Isaac 
• Between Abimelech and Rebecka 
• Between Abimelech and Abimelech 
• Between Rebecka and the daughter-in-laws 
• Between Esau and Jacob 

Birth of Laughter—Gen 21:1-7 
“IS ANYTHING TOO HARD FOR THE LORD”. We see a God Who Keeps His 
Promises and His Miraculous Birth. 

God tested Abraham 
Relocation, Famine, Insecurity, Entitlements, Courage, Materialism, 
Infertility, Cutting, Safety, Son of the Promise 

A Hill Called Calvary— Gen 22:1-19 
• The Granddaddy of All Trials 
• Excessive Details 

• Rose early in the morning 
• Saddled his donkey 
• Took two of his young men with him 
• Took his son Isaac 
• Cut the wood for the burnt offering 
• Arose and went to the place of which God had told him 

The Day Mother Died— Gen 23:1-20 
• 37 years passed quickly 
• Isaac was obviously a “momma’s boy” 
• Abraham was committed to staying in the land 
• The only real estate he ever owned was this burial site 
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Special Delivery Bride— Gen 24:1-67 
• Longest Chapter in Genesis 
• Rush hour at the well 

Brother for a Day - Gen 25 

The Day Dad Died— Gen 25:1-18 
• Family reunion 
• Not so much rivalry between the two as between two mothers 

Sibling Rivals— Gen 25:19-34 

Of Wives and Wells—2 Gen 6:1-35 

Dys-FUN-ctional — Gen 27:1-46 

The Bitter Taste of Blessings— Gen 28:1-9 

Lessons for Israel: 
• God sees and hears your cries in affliction 
• God marvelously cares as you wander in the wilderness 
• God is unfolding a glorious story of which your life is a key part 
• God works in-spite of the failures of others 
• God is still God in the hard times 
• God’s ways are good for those who trust Him 

Isaac 
Hidden in the shocking narrative of the imminent sacrifice of the son of 
the Promise, there is a most critical observation.  The Lamb! 

• “Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a 
ram, caught in the thicket...by his HORNS...” Gen 22 

• “...every man shall take a lamb... A lamb for a household... Your lamb 
shall be without BLEMISH...” Ex 12  

• John saw Jesus coming and said… “BEHOLD, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sins of the world!” Jn 1:29 

• “...knowing that your were ransomed... not with perishable things 
such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that 
of a lamb without BLEMISH or SPOT.” 1 Pet 1 

• “Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a 
ram, caught in the thicket… by his HORNS…” Gen 22 

©2020 Faith Bible Church


