
Jacob is the story of a desperate pilgrim relentlessly pursuing the one 
thing that eludes him. It so dominates his mind and heart that he is 
willing to risk everything and everybody to attain it.  

We begin in the middle at chapter 32 . This chapter stands as the 
centerpiece of the life of Jacob. All that precedes is climbing to this 
pinnacle. All that follows flows from this moment.  

It is also the story of the relentless pursuit by God to bring this fugitive 
home to grace. It is only when the “Hound of Heaven” succeeds in 
breaking the stubborn pride of this chosen one, that Jacob finally 
discovers what he had been seeking all along. 

Here in Genesis 32 the one who is seeking and the one who is sought 
come together in one of the most powerful and dramatic scenes recorded 
in all of the Scriptures! 

So, we pause to contemplate the extended eulogy of the third generation 
of the chosen family of the Covenant Promise. This grand story is played 
out in TEN DRAMATIC acts/scenes 

ACT ONE: The Twin Problems—Gen 25 - Beersheba 

ACT TWO: The Stolen Blessings— Gen 27 / 28- Beersheba 

ACT THREE: One Nite with God— Gen 28 - Bethel 

ACT FOUR: When Love is Blind— Gen 29 / 30 – Haran & Paddan-aram 

ACT FIVE: The Long Road Home— Gen 31 - Hill Country of Gilead 

ACT SIX: Between a Rock and a Hard Place— Gen 32 - Penuel 

ACT SEVEN: The Last Battle— Gen 33 - Canaan 

ACT EIGHT: Footprints of LOT— Gen 33 / 34 - Shechem 

ACT NINE: Sundown Days— Gen 35 – Bethel to Beersheba 

Lessons for Israel: 
1. God is never quick about His purposes… He is committed but never 

quick! 
2. God in His justice will bless the despised and the oppressed 
3. The purposes of God are not hindered by the evil intentions of others 
4. God takes your pain and brokenness and changes you so He can make 

His grace more glorious 
5. Revival must begin with the surrender of one’s idols 

ACT TEN: Winning Thru Weakness— Gen 32 - The Ford of Jabbok 

Jacob had relentlessly sought the blessing of the Lord in all the wrong 
places: 

• In the purchase of his brother’s birthright 
• In the stealing of the father’s blessing 
• In the face of beautiful Rachel 
• In the accumulation of increased possessions 

When you wrestle with God and you lose you awaken to discover that in 
your brokenness you have actually won! 

That’s why so many of the most God-blessed people limp as they dance 
for joy! 
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