
If a life would be saved, a life must be lost. The repeated story of Genesis. 
With the painful years of cruel slavery now in the rear-view-mirror, and the 
exciting anticipation of a life of freedom in the land of the Promise, Moses 
reminds the liberated children of Israel how it all began. When he introduces his 
SECOND volume in this documentary of the history of God’s dealings with His 
chosen, he will declare: “Now there arose a king over Egypt, who did not know 
Joseph. And that king said to his people, ‘Behold the people of Israel are too 
many and too mighty for us!’” Before the years of brutal slavery was a season of 
special blessing for their ancestors in this foreign land. Moses answers the 
questions that must have burned on their minds: Who are we? Why are we here? 
What is our purpose? Where are we going? 

Life in Egypt began with the story of Joseph. No other character is so clearly a 
portrait of the Christ Jesus who is to come. And no other OT individual so 
demonstrates what a truly Spirit-filled man would look like. The Joseph story is a 
narrative of Love & Hate, Favor & Abuse, Temptation & Trustworthiness, and 
Exaltation & Abasement 

It is the story of a man who kept his eyes fixed upon the Lord through the most 
indescribable, difficult and trying circumstances any person could ever imagine! 
Adversity did not harden him. Prosperity did not ruin him. He was a man of 
authentic integrity…what he was in public was who he was in private. He never 
complained. He never compromised! 

The Character Formation Years – Age 0-17 years (Genesis 30-37) 
The Character Testing Years – Age 17-30 years (Genesis 37 / 39-40) 
The Character Affirming Years – Age 30-110 years (Genesis 41-50) 

Lessons for Israel 
• Even hard times serve to make God more famous 
• The pathway to great responsibility and privilege is faithfulness in the lesser 
• Sometimes hard times are training for good times 
• Always do your service as though for an audience of One 
• When God meets you with blessing do not forget the Lord 

Marks of a Spirit-filled Man 
• Embraces the sovereignty of God 
• Refused to play the victim card 
• Lives as for the Lord 
• Is trustworthy in small and large things 
• Resists increasing temptations 
• Invests his life for the good of others 
• Recognizes a wounded and broken soul 
• Rejects revenge and pursues reconciliation 
• Affirms forgiveness by acts of kindness 
• Lives with a single focus on God’s purposes 

Portraits of Christ in the Joseph Story 
• Beloved Son 
• Sent to His brothers 
• Willing to do Father’s will 
• Testified to the sins of others 
• Hated for what He was 
• Revealed future exalted position 
• Was hated the more 
• Brothers plotted against Him 
• Was sold for a few pieces of silver 
• Condemned and placed between two guilty 
• Promised future life to one of the guilty 
• Raised to great power and authority 
• Feared by His offenders 
• Took a bride to share His glory 
• Spent His life for the salvation of many 
• Died and was buried 

Great as Joseph was… 
His salvation for the many only extended their physical life until they died 

But the salvation that came through Christ’s life… 
those He saves live forever even IF they die! 

“You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good to bring it about that many 
should be kept alive, as they are today” Genesis 50:20 

Those who crucified the Lord of Eternity also meant it for evil… 
But God orchestrated the sacrifice of His very own Son to bring about 

Eternal Life for the many! 
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