
The lid is closed on the coffin of Joseph as the sun sets on the Book of 
Beginnings. Thus begins a long dark night of seeming indifference of 
heaven.  

The day of his birth must have been a mixture of joy and overwhelming 
sadness. He was born in a slave shack under a death sentence and only 
God could spare him. When his mother, no longer able to cover his infant 
voice, combined her trust in her God with the ingenuity of a loving heart, 
wrapped her baby boy in a blanket and laid him into a handcrafted ark of 
safety, it all came down to the kindness of God. Having studied the 
pattern of the princess, she placed his pitch-coated floating ark into a 
clump of river rushes and waited in anxious fear. At just the right time, as 
the princess cooled her royal body in the life-giving waters of the Nile, 
God pinched the baby’s buns and 400 years of the silence of heaven was 
broken by a baby’s cry! 

The next forty years of this Hebrew child would be spent in the luxury of 
Royal privilege. An honor student in his studies, a charismatic diplomat in 
his relationships, and a victorious commander in his military service, this 
adopted boy now the son of Pharaoh’s daughter was every inch an 
Egyptian on the outside… but he remained a Hebrew to the core of his 
soul. A man of integrity moved by compassion over the observed abuse of 
a slave, he foolishly attempted to accomplish the will of God in the power 
of man. Mega-fail! Suddenly this caring individual found himself a wanted 
man with a murder charge hanging over his head. For the next four 
decades he would live as a fugitive in a foreign land. 

As we open the final four books of Hebrew history as recorded by our 
man, Moses, we find ourselves four centuries forward in history. Or as 
Linda said, “The DVR has now arrived at ‘live’ time.’” Genesis 1-11 covers 
the first years of human history beginning with the day of Creation and 
ending with the dispersion of the nations. Chapters 12-50 have 
overviewed for us the next 350 years of God’s redemptive story by 
following the development of one family line through whom the Promise 
will be fulfilled as we have observed the passing along of the Blessing. 

One overriding theme of Scripture is that God is Creator of all things and 
that He specifically created humankind as a reflection of His own image 
and for His own glory. This was designed to be expressed through an 
unending, eternal relationship. However, that relationship was broken 
through man’s act of rebellion, thus setting up the Redemptive Story that 
is the heart of the entire bible. Our God is a relational God. And Moses 
discovered an intimacy with the Almighty unparalleled by any other! 

MOSES = Drawn out: 
• Mentioned 852 times in the Scriptures by name 
• Born: 1527 BC in Egypt 
• Died: 1407 on Mount Nebo in Pisgah opposite Jericho 

Acts 7 – Stephan does an Old Testament walk through just before being 
stoned to death. 

Heb 11 – Moses is in the Hall of Fame. His impact… looking for the reward. 

Age 0-40—Born under a death sentence 
• Adopted: Into the palace of the Pharaoh from the arc in the river. An 

edict for late birth abortion and infanticide was ordered to constrain 
the multiplication of the children of Israel. God did in Egypt in 400 years 
what He promised Abraham he would do in multiplying his 
descendants. God used the difficult situation to bring his descendants 
to the land of Canaan as He promised. 

• Educated: “And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians…” – Schooled in Hieroglyphics, Sciences, Medicine, 
Astronomy, Chemistry, Pagan Theology, Philosophy, Law, Literature, 
ROTC—military leadership, Leadership, Strategy, Combat (Ethiopia), 
Palace diplomacy and etiquette. “…and he was mighty in words and 
deeds…” - Acts 7:22 

• Compassionate: Failed at oppression relief—Ex 2:11 - When we attempt 
to do God’s work in our strength, we will miserably fail. 
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Age 40-80—Fugitive Years: The Desert Bible Institute 
“Shepherdology 101” 
• Still stepping in for the oppressed and abused in contrast to the spoiled 

kid in Egypt he was a shepherd for 40 years. Royalty brought down to 
the most despised profession of shepherd. 

• Meets shepherdesses at the well (Abraham’s servant then Jacob) - Ex 
2:16 

• Defends them from the bullying shepherds 
• Assists in water in their flocks 
• Married one of 7 daughters of Midianite priest, Reuel / Jethro 
• Fathers one son, Gershom—Sojourner 
• Shepherded father-in-law’s sheep 
• Shepherds were despised in Egypt—from the pinnacle of success to the 

outcast of society 
• Call to Mission: The Burning Bush (6 feeble protests - God answered 

each time) 
1. I am a Nobody - Ex 3:11 
2. I need answers - Ex 3:13 
3. I get no respect - Ex 4:1 
4. I lack both skill and confidence - Ex 4:10 
5. Good plan—wrong man - Ex 4:13 
6. I just can’t get it right! - Ex 6:12 

A true and safe leader is likely one who has no desire to lead, but is forced 
into a position of leadership by an inward pressure of the Holy Spirit and by 
the press of the external situation. - A.W. Tozer 

The first thing Moses had to learn was that Leadership Starts at Home—Ex 
4:24. God’s leaders are not self-appointed. For 40 years Moses forgot who 
he was… a descendent of Abraham. Yet, not a leader of his own family. 

Age 80-120—The Lonely Years: 
• The Disrespect from Pharaoh—Ex 5:2 – Who is the Lord? 
• The Celebration of Liberty—Ex 5:1-18 – After the Red Sea is the highest 

point of Moses’ leadership. 

Moses lead a team of Perennial Whiners 
Ex 15:22; 16:2, 7-8, 12; 17:2-3; 32:11; Nu 11:1, 14; 12:1; 14:2, 11, 26, 36; 
16:1-3, 41; 17:10; 20:2-3 

The Consummate Intercessor – Moses responds to grumblings 
“cried to the Lord”. He prayed for the people for God’s glory and 
for God’s sake. 
Ex 15:25; 17:4; 33:7, 12ff; Nu 11:17; 12:13; 14:5, 13; 16:4, 45; 20:8; 21:7; 
27:15 

Moses spent his first 40 years thinking he was somebody. He spent his 2nd 
40 years learning he was a nobody. He spent his 3rd 40 years discovering 
what God can do with a nobody.” 

His concern was for the people he shepherded.  
• He was a leader 
• He was a shepherd 
• He was a worshipper – “Holy” — 80 times in Leviticus / 187 times in 

Moses’ writing. Moses never lost sight of the holiness of God. 
• He was a writer 

• Three books of history 
• Two books of worship 
• One or two Psalms of praise 
• Two preserved hymns 

• He was a mediator 
• He was an intercessor 
• He was a friend of God - Ex 33:11 
• He was also a sinner – struck rock twice. - Nu 20:12 

Faithfulness is a long obedience in a single direction! 

©2020 Faith Bible Church



Lessons for Israel: 
1. The Lord God is holy and must be treated as holy! 
2. It is not in the actions of a man but in the reactions of such that true 

character is revealed 
3. “Our problem may not be that we have failed, but that we have not 

failed enough. We have not been brought low enough to learn what 
God wants us to learn. We may still be trying to redeem Israel from 
Egypt single-handedly.” —C. Swindoll 

4. Those appointed to lead God’s people are not self-appointed, 
committee appointed, nor congregational appointed. They are placed 
there by God’s own appointment! 

5. The secret to a spiritual leader’s success is not found in his skill, his 
gifting, his charisma or his communication strengths. It is discovered 
in his private dependence upon the Lord (The Tent of Meeting) 

6. Wilderness days are testing and development days 
7. Even great effective/successful leaders are but interim leaders at best 

Moses died all alone…yet he was never completely alone. God met him 
on that mountain, and buried him personally in the valley - Deut 34:6 

We Would See Jesus: 
Moses considered the plight of his own people, decisively stepped down 
from his royal privileges and identified himself with the despised and 
enslaved people of Israel so as to deliver them from their brutal slave 
masters. 

Christ Jesus considered the plight of His people in bondage, slaves to the 
brutality of sin, and willingly stepped down from His royal privileges to 
become one with them so as to deliver those enslaved to the brutal 
master of sin. 

As Moses willingly traded the earthly monuments and acclaim, the perks, 
the power and the pleasures for a reward in an invisible realm, cashing it 
all in for a relationship with the Living God, so Jesus left all the splendors 
and privileges of His Father’s home to deliver us from slavery to our sin so 
that we might receive the reward of an intimate relationship with the 
Living God. 

Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of 
Israel went up, and they saw the God of Israel. There was under His feet as it 
were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. And 
He did not lay His hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld 
God, and ate and drank. Ex 24:9ff 
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