
People change. Leaders change. Circumstances change. But God’s 
purposes never change! 

Our man, Joshua, found his singular purpose in life by mastering the art 
of leadership as he lived in the shadow of another and doing whatever 
was needed to support his leader on the pathway to success. When 
reading the stories of Joshua’s four decades of preparation, one clearly 
sees the foreshadowing of the Lord Jesus who said, “The Son of Man did 
not come to be served, but to serve and to give His life a ransom for many.” 
Or again, “He who is greatest among you will first be your servant.” 

Military scientists of renown have declared him to be one of the greatest 
war strategists ever! In just seven years he led an untrained fighting force 
into strongly fortified territory defended by seasoned and proven armies 
with thirty-one  warrior kings. The occupation success is unprecedented 
and unequalled! 

Some 500 years have elapsed since the God of Creation called out an idol 
worshipper named Abraham from Mesopotamia and covenanted with 
him that a land would be his forever if he would but leave his home and 
family, and follow Him. After an adult lifetime of faithfulness and two sons 
later, Abraham’s first piece of promised real estate was but a purchased 
tomb, a cave at the end of a field called Machpelah. His son, Isaac, never 
actually left the borders of the land that was the family inheritance, but 
Abraham's grandson, Jacob, spent some 20 years back with extended 
family in Haran before returning to the territory that was promised. He 
bought and built there, but was soon packing up and living as a sojourner 
himself. The cruel betrayal by the brothers of Joseph, resulted in the 
ultimate relocation of this family of the Promise prospering as aliens back 
in the land of Egypt. Finally, after 400 brutal years with the oppression 
finally escalating to a genocidal horror, the cries of the afflicted stirred the 
heart of the Living God and a Deliverer was commissioned. We recently 
revisited the incredible story of the Exodus. 

And now, 40 years later, we come to the counterpart of the story of 
Exodus. There we read God’s account of His leading His chosen people out 
of the land of bondage. Finally, we read in the story of Joshua the same 
Lord leading His chosen people into the land of blessing. As Moses 
summarizes these two books: “And He brought us out from there that He 
might bring us in and give us the land that He swore to give to our 
fathers.”—Deut 6:23 

Finally, the day of occupation had arrived! But so many things were new. 
Only two in the crowd had celebrated their 20th birthday before the 40 
years of wandering began. And the man stepping into the huge sandals of 
the recently deceased leader needed a vote of confidence and a repeated 
word of encouragement. The people had lost their civil and spiritual 
leaders as both Moses and Aaron were gone. Joshua was an unproven 
commander and untested in his role, BUT he was God’s man for God’s 
Mission and God’s purpose. Moses had been a shepherd, but now what 
was needed was a soldier. 

In the Exodus the Lord parted the waters of the Red Sea so as to lead His 
people out. In the story of Joshua the Lord parted the flood-waters of the 
Jordan River so as to lead His people in. We learn that God powerfully and 
graciously performed whatever miracle is necessary to provide for both 
the exit and the entrance of His people. 

We must not lose sight of this one truth. Joshua’s success was directly 
connected to his response to the written and declared Word of God. The 
intriguing thing is that he had served Moses as he wrote it. Yet…  having 
known the human author, Joseph respected, read, mediated, and obeyed 
the Word! 

Overview of the Book of Joshua  
Ch 1: Affirming the Chosen Ch 2: Validation from Spies & Rahab 
Ch 3: Crossing Over as God leads  Ch 4: Stones of Remembrance 
Ch 5:  Consecration & Celebration Ch 6: Destruction & Deliverance 
Ch 7: Compromise & Contagion Ch 8:  Divine Commander 
Ch 9: Deception & Pride Ch 10:  Bloodshed & Blessing 

Ch 11-12:  Thrill of victory— the land had rest from war 
Ch 13-19: Promise Realized—the land theirs forever 

Ch 20: Cities of Refuge Ch 21: Pastures for Pastors 
Ch 22-23: The Heart of the Matter Ch 24: The End of All Men 
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 “Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness.  
Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, 

and serve the LORD.”  Joshua 24:14 

When God brings about a change, He goes before us! 
• The Soldier—Exodus 17 - The power is not in the sword but in the Lord – 

The Lord amongst us makes the difference. 
• The Servant—Ex 24:12-18 / 33:11 - Before one can be an effective 

servant to others, one must first be a faithful servant to God 
• The Student—Ex 32:17-18 / Num 11:26-30 

• True spiritual leaders treasure prayer closet time 
• Spiritual leadership and self-promotion are incompatible 

• The Spy—Num 13-14 
• Spiritual leaders must have the courage to stand alone 
• Those who threatened Joshua and Caleb’s lives died while they 

lived 
• The Successor—Num 27:18 / Deut 31:14 / 23 - A loyal servant stepping 

into a Royal role –  
• did not grow impatient 
• did not become manipulative 
• did not complain 
• never sought self-promotion 

And the LORD  commissioned Joshua the son of Nun and said,  “Be strong 
and courageous, for you shall bring the people of Israel into the land that I 

swore to give them.  I will be with you.” Deut. 31:23     

The Secret to Success 
• Num 27: 18—And Moses said, “…in whom is the Spirit… “on him and 

commissioned him as the Lord directed through Moses. 
• Deut 31:23—And the Lord commissioned Joshua the son of Nun and 

said, be strong and courageous, - Joshua 1—Be strong and 
courageous… be strong and very courageous 

• The promise of the Lord & the power of the Word 
• Respect the Word 
• Read the Word 
• Meditate on the Word 
• Obey the Word 

• The Spiritual Leader - “At that time Joshua built an altar to the Lord, 
the God of Israel…” Josh 8:30-35 

• Spirit filled 
• Word informed 
• Divinely directed 

Lessons for Israel 
1. Remember what God has done —smooth stones 

• 4:7 / 20—Of Divine Power 
• 7:26—Of righteous character of God and judgment 
• 8:28—Of Victory over Enemies 
• 8:30—Of Blessings and Curses 
• 10:27—Of conquering Power of God 
• 22:27—Of Testimony to Faithfulness 
• 24:27—Of Consecration and Dedication 

2. Embrace whole-heartedly present responsibilities 
3. Focus on your family—Pass the baton of truth 
4. Press on faithfully—Finish well! 

We would see Jesus: 
• “Are you for us or for our adversaries?” “No; but I AM the commander of 

the army of the Lord!”—Joshua 5:13-14 
• We do not summon God to come alongside and fight for us. He calls us 

alongside to fight for Him! 
• God did not come alongside to fight for Joshua but to call Joshua to 

fight for Him. 
• The conflict is not ours… the battle is the Lord’s 

People change… Leaders change… Circumstances change…  

God’s purposes NEVER change! 
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