
We are here! ROUTE66 

We pulled out of the Genesis parking lot in January for a Faith Family tour 
through the Bible. We have noted along our shared journey that every 
sign points to Jesus. We have taken a number of timely snapshots so far, 
but with the unanticipated detours we’ve been navigating through, it 
occurred to me that perhaps your memory book has some gaps or blank 
pages. To help you fill those in, some extra resources have been provided 
on our website. There you will find summary notes, audio recordings, and 
even full manuscripts of our shared experiences. To quickly get us 
oriented, let me tell you where we are on our journey. 
• The Creation Stage—Adam/Eve, Seth, Noah (Genesis) 
• The Patriarch Stage—Abraham/Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Judah 

(Genesis) 
• The Exodus Stage—Moses (Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 

Deuteronomy)—40 years 
• The Conquest Stage—Joshua (Joshua)—25 years 
• The Judges Stage—Deborah, Gideon (Judges)—400  

As we departed from Joshua, we were kind of on a high note. The 
previously occupied land had become settled, the law had been 
reaffirmed, the land had been divided and the nation had become at 
home in the promised land. And just before we pulled out onto the hi-way 
again, we marveled at the most amazing Mercy Story as a Canaanite 
prostitute declares and demonstrates saving faith in the God of Israel and 
ultimately becomes a grandmother in the long line of Messiah who was 
yet to come. On our memory page we have placed the portrait of the 
Scarlet Cord of Redemption!	

But this morning our story takes a most unattractive dark turn. The 
usually crowded streets looked like a ghost town. The market place was 
eerily silent and vacant. Everyone was isolated and alone. 

Formerly robust financial securities were slowly dwindling away. Their 
military force had diminished in size with both manpower and weaponry 

depleted. An air of dread and inevitable doom hung heavy over the land, 
and from where they were standing, there was no ray of hope in sight. 

The land of the promise had become a desolate world of despair! 

For 20 years they had ceased to thrive and simply struggled to survive. 
Even the perennial optimists were viewing their ½ full glasses from a new 
perspective wondering who drank their water?! 

This is not a narrative about evangelical feminism or a reversal of God’s 
spiritual leadership design. Rather, it is the story of the radical downward 
spiral of decadence and rebellion among the very blessed people of God. 
Here we are in the 166th year of life in the Promised Land. As the men of 
Israel regrettably assumed the posture of Adam in the Garden who stood 
by and listened when he should have stepped forward to lead, God 
demonstrates His power to do what He could do without them by still 
choosing to do His work through them. 

Read Judges 4… 

The Setting – 4th of 7 cycles - Judges 2:10-23 

Summary: “There was no king in Israel…everyone did what was right 
in their own eyes.” Judges 17:8 / 18:1 / 19:1 / 21:25 
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The God Who Truly Cares—Judges 4:1-3 
Like Joseph sold by his brothers… 

The Team God Leads—Judges 4:4-10 
• DEBORAH = HoneyBee 

• A Prophetess (1st since Moses)—Wisdom and Word from God 
• A Wife 
• Military Strategist 
• Woman of Courage 

• BARAK = Lightening 
• JABIN KING OF CANAAN 
• SISERA—undefeated champion 

The Unseen Hand—Judges 4:11 
• The Strategic family relocation 

The Legendary Reversal—Judges 4:12-16 
• Home-field disadvantage! 
• The chicken-hearted General 

The Ultimate Shaming—Judges 4:17-22 
• Ordinary Homemaker 
• Ordinary Resources 
• Extra-ordinary Courage 
• She drove her point home! 

The Gift of Rest—Judges 4:23-24 
“Now I know the Lord saves His anointed; He will answer him from His 
holy heaven with the saving might of His right hand. Some trust in 
chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord our 
God. They collapse and fall, but we rise and stand upright!”—Ps 20 

The Triumphal Rap—Judges 5:1-31 
• The Battle is the Lord’s 
• The Victory is the Lord’s 
• The Glory is the Lord’s 

Lessons for Israel and Us 
Difficult days are Divine calls to radical repentance and dependence 

When faithless men refuse to take their God-intended role, God still works 
His purposes 

What God can do without you, He often chooses to do through you 

We do not lay our plans before God and ask Him to fight for us. God lays His 
plans before US and asks us to fight for Him 

The strongest armies of men are never a match for the armies of heaven 

We would see Jesus: 
• Deborah was the source of wisdom and a word from God 
• Christ Jesus WAS the Wisdom and the Living Word from God! 

In those dark ages of Israel’s history, those longing for a word from the 
Lord would seek out the woman beneath the palm tree. But now, in our 
increasingly dark age of human history, such seeking men must run to the 
Tree on Calvary and there discover that God has sent to us His living 
Word. Those who have languished under the tyranny of sin find that the 
Commander of the Host of Heaven has waged and won the battle that 
secures for them true freedom! 
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