
We	find	ourselves	picking	up	right	where	the	story	of	Deborah	and	Barak	
le;	off.	A	mere	40	years	a;er	that	incredible	victory,	the	Israelites	have	
once	again	forgoDen	the	God	who	saved	them	and	turned	to	the	gods	of	
the	land.	And	just	as	God	promised	to	do	in	His	covenant	with	them,	He	has	
brought	in	a	conquering	force	to	discipline	His	people.	The	people	are	
weak,	they	are	starving,	they	are	scared,	but	most	importantly	they	are	in	
rebellion	against	the	true	God.	It’s	true,	they	need	physical	protecKon,	but	
as	is	true	with	every	other	sin	cycle	in	the	book	of	Judges,	what	they	truly	
need	is	spiritual	transformaKon.	

Who will God call so save His people? Surely God can’t find a leader 
amongst this faithless and fearful generation. Who can God use in a 
season like this? Who can God use in a season like ours? And into all this, 
God calls Gideon… 

The Call & Gideon’s Fear (6:11-7:1) 
God Calls Gideon 
• Gideon is Hiding. Yet angel address him as – “Mighty	man	of	valor”  
• How does Gideon respond? – Accuses God  
• Just like Moses in Exodus 3 and Joshua in Joshua 1 – God promises His 

Presence “I	will	be	with	you” 

Gideon Tests God (v. 17-24) 
• Gideon Needs Confirmation - “Show me a sign” 
• Finally Gideon Realizes/Fears, but God comforts him and he builds and 

alter. So after a bit of a rocky start, God gives Gideon a miracle and 
surely Gideon is now ready for confident obedience…not exactly 

Gideon Fears Man, But Obeys (v. 25-35) 
• God tells Gideon to destroy his fathers alters and replace them with one 

to God. Gideon obeys, but is still afraid, so he goes at night. 
• Town wants to kill Gideon.  
• Gideon clothed by The Spirit & assembles army. Now things appear to 

be looking up… 

Gideon Tests God, AGAIN & AGAIN (v. 36-1) 
• Gideon Seeks Assurance, Not Guidance 
• But Gideon Obeys 

Our Introduction to Gideon as God calls him, shows him to be a fearful 
man. Not exactly the leader we would expect. And we would be tempted 
to judge him, except we each know personally that same fear when 
difficult times come. Why God? But God’s not done with Gideon. He has 
tested his faith, but now it’s time for the real challenge as he’s about to 
square up against 135,000. Out of the frying pan and into the fire… 

The Conquest & Gideon’s Faith (7:2-8:3) 

God’s Preparations 
• God Shrinks The Army – To Ensure He Gets Credit 
• One Last Assurance - God Shows Even More Patience – Gives Gideon A 

Final Sign “If you are afraid”. 
- They Sneak to Midianite/Amalekite Camp  
- They Hear the Dream  
- Turns out God has been preparing both armies 

• Finally Gideon Appears Confident… 

God’s Victory (v. 16-8:3) 
• Gideon Worships God (v. 16) 
• Gideon Confidently Leads God’s Army (v. 17-21) 
• But God Secures Victory (v. 22) “the Lord set every man’s sword against 

his comrade” Remind you of Jericho? 
• Mop Up Enemy (v. 23-25) 
• Brief Disagreement with Ephraim (v. 1-3) 

Gideon’s Conquest shows how victory doesn’t depend on human strength 
or the ability of the individual, because when God does the saving the 
odds are irrelevant. If only the story ended right there, with God’s victory 
and the high point of Gideon’s life, but unfortunately we instead take a 
downward turn in the aftermath of the battle. 
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The Conclusion & Gideon’s Failure (8:4-9:57) 

Gideon’s Revenge 
• Continues Campaign Without God’s Express Command 
• Revenge on Succoth & Penuel – Israelite Cities and Midianite Kings 
• Makes Himself Judge, Jury, & Executioner… Like a King 

Gideon’s Ephod (v. 22-28) 
• Appears to Turn Down Throne 
• Accepts Tribute 
• Makes Ephod that becomes Idol  
• Makes Himself Religious Leader 
• 40 Years rest should end cycle, but unfortunately Judges continues… 

Gideon’s Legacy (v. 29-9:57) 
• Amasses Wives…Like a King 
• Names his son Abimelech – “My father is the king” 

- Kills all his brothers…except one 
- Declares himself king 
- Causes civil war 
- Ultimately judged by God and killed 

Unfortunately the conclusion to Gideon’s story reveals the all-too-
common story of a leader, who after great success, has pride take hold 
and dramatically fails instead of finishing well. 

Lesson for Israel 
• When pride takes our focus off God, fear will consume our vision, but God 

uses the most unlikely of people to showcase His glory! 
• God often removes our false sense of security to build our faith in Him, but 

salvation belongs to God so the odds are irrelevant! 
• The pride of great success brings with it the risk of major failure, but no 

human fear or failure can threaten God’s plan for His people! 

Where do we see Christ? 
• Gideon, and all the judges, are fallen and failing deliverers that God uses 

to save His people. 
• But they cry out for a true deliverer who will not merely save people from 

their enemies, but will ultimately save them from their own sins. 

REAL DELIVERANCE IS FOUND IN CHRIST! 
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