
“In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land and a 
man of Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he and 
his wife and his two sons.” Ruth 1:1 

“In those days there was no king in Israel, everyone did what was right in his 
own eyes.” Judges 21:25 

In the dark and bloody days of the Judges rule in Israel, God was quietly 
stirring a most amazing story of redeeming grace. With incredible story-
telling skill, the author of the Book of Ruth sometime in the reign of King 
David, wrote the masterpiece of short stories. In just four chapters, 85 
verses, the narrator leads us to the ultimate depths of despair and sorrow, 
the emotional roller-coaster of separating relationships, the unseen hand 
of providential direction, the heights of anticipation as we look in on the 
wonders of a pure romance, that suddenly meets the tension of 
unanticipated obstacles, and the glorious celebration of final resolution. 
He frames his unfolding narrative around three key characters: A 
devastated grieving mother, a helpless young widow from a forbidden 
land, and a one-in-a-million true gentleman farmer. As we trace the 
unfolding drama, our minds struggle to discover who will be the true hero 
of the story. To TRULY appreciate the sheer beauty of this book, one really 
needs to just read it out loud twice. But in light of the imitations of this 
hour, we will simply seek to appreciate its rare beauty with brevity, 
trusting that this brief introduction will inspire a more diligent 
investigation on your part. 

To Love a Bitter Soul—Ruth 1 
The hand of God seemed strong against Ruth. A famine in the Old 
Testament was typically a statement of God’s disapproval and correction 
of the nation for waywardness… most often for idol worship.  

In the dark days of the Judges men were not godly. They were controlling 
and domineering. The story of Judges spirals down to an ugly end where 
a mistress in Bethlehem was brutally murdered by the men of the town. 

This exact same Bethlehem is the setting where God points out that there 
is a family of faith. In this case ten years out of the homeland – sons, in 
contradiction of Deut 7:3, marry Moabite women. In Deut. 23:3 for ten 
generations God forbid Amorites and Moabites to participate in worship.  

The narrative of Ruth is summarized as: 
• Empty Cupboards 
• Empty Arms 
• Empty Beds 
• Empty Wombs 
• Empty Throne (Judges 21:25) no king… did what was right in their own 

eyes. 

To choose to follow the God of Israel is to choose to leave all else behind.—
Ruth 1:17-18 

A decision of salvation. In spite of the trials, Ruth believed in the God of 
Israel. So, they made their journey home. An ancestor of Ruth was also to 
make the journey to Bethlehem. In 1:20 Naomi said call me Mara (bitter) 
interpreting the trials as the discipline of the Lord. 

Ruth is repeatedly mentioned as Ruth the Moabite – from a people under 
the curse of God who were not allowed to worship God. Yet, she chose 
God. 

One In A Million—Ruth 2 
Boaz described: 
• A Good Man 
• A Godly Man – Boaz uses the relationship - covenant name of God 
• A Gracious Man 
• A Generous Man 
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Diligently Seeking Rest—Ruth 3 
Naomi describes marriage as rest because in marriage God provides a 
protector and a provider.  

Kinsman Redeemer – Redemption, a Biblical theme 

qualifications: 
• Related to the one being redeemed 
• Able having the financial capacity to redeem. 
• Willing 
Ruth followed the appropriate instructions for a formal proposal of 
marriage. She was looking to take care of her mother-in-law and herself. 

Marriage Made in Heaven—Ruth 4 
The closer relative was also able, but not willing. His possible concern was 
that his family would be corrupted or polluted because Ruth was a 
Moabite. Boaz went to the gate… the place for such legal matters and he 
was willing. 

Ruth was ten years married with a barren womb and suddenly is with a 
son in the line of the Messiah. 

Lessons for Israel 
1. See the hiddenness of God – no coincidences.  
2. See God’s care for widows and the poor – Theme lacing together the 

Old Testament and into the New Testament describing a pure and 
undefiled religion. 

3. See the providential care of God Even in the overwhelming trials of 
life. God went to Moab with them and He returned with them to 
Bethlehem. 

4. See the limitless reach of the covenant love of God 

Summarizing: The widow from the cursed nation of Moab marries the son 
of the former prostitute of Jericho and they both become grandmothers 
in the line of King David and the coming promised Messiah! Matt 1 and the 
genealogy of 4:17-22 seen in this bridge book. 

Ruth the Moabite—The Excellent Wife of Proverbs 31:10 
• Empty Cupboards—FILLED  
• Empty Arms—FILLED  
• Empty Beds—FILLED  
• Empty Womb—FILLED  
• Empty Throne—EMPTY (Judges 21:25) no king… did what was right in 

their own eyes. When will God fill the throne? 

Who would have thought that a woman from an outcast people who were 
cursed by God would become a model of what an excellent wife would 
be? 

In the providence of God and Divine purposes, eternal joys will triumph 
over seasons of earthly sorrows. 
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