
Li#le	did	the	35	year	old	faithful	son	of	the	wealthy	farmer	comprehend	
how	radically	his	life	would	be	changed	as	he	went	with	his	servant	in	
search	of	his	father’s	wandering	donkey	herd!	He	had	no	aspira?on	for	
power,	for	posi?on	or	pres?ge.	Yet	suddenly	he	found	himself	thrust	into	
the	limelight	and	commissioned	for	na?onal	leadership.	Humanly	speaking,	
he	was	everything	the	people	could	hope	he	would	be.	1	Samuel	9	
describes	him	this	way:	“A	man	of	Benjamin	whose	name	was	Kish…	a	
Benjaminite,	a	man	of	wealth.	He	had	a	son	whose	name	was	Saul,	a	
handsome	young	man.	There	was	not	a	man	among	the	people	of	Israel	
more	handsome	than	he.	From	his	shoulders	upward	he	was	taller	than	any	
of	the	people.”	Today	if	this	young	farmer	was	with	us	he	would	likely	be	a	
candidate	for	a	feature	on	“The	Last	Dance!”	

The	story	of	King	Saul	is	a	true	Tragedy	narra?ve.	There	are	many	who	begin	
well	but	few	who	finish	with	strength.	Our	man,	Saul,	begins	with	incredible	
promise.	He	is	the	role	model	for	true	humility.	But	in	a	short	?me,	the	
reserved	farmer	who	reluctantly	accepted	the	call	as	King	becomes	
intoxicated	by	the	power	of	his	new	posi?on	and	his	early	RISE	slowly	but	
clearly	turns	downward	un?l	it	rushes	forward	in	a	fatally	spiral.	The	one	
who	begins	with	true	humility	dies	in	complete	humilia?on.	Pride	and	
jealousy	turned	his	focus	from	protec?ng	his	na?on	and	leading	them	with	
moral	character	to	focusing	all	waking	hours	on	the	destruc?on	of	his	
perceived	opponent.	The	general	in	charge	of	his	own	armies	had	suddenly	
become	Saul’s	second	greatest	enemy!	

1	Samuel	13-15	
The Leadership Demand – 1 Samuel 8 
• Corporate leadership decision coveted the leadership model of others 

and rejected God’s theocracy. 

The Man God Provides– 1 Samuel 9 
• Saul stands out amongst the people. God has already chosen the 

man… what people were looking for. God is already in charge even of 
the donkey hunt. Paul responds in humility. He recognizes he was the 
man for the mission. 

The Anointing– 1 Samuel 10 
• Private—10:1 Anointed with oil as a sign like the tabernacle was set 

aside for the Lord. 
• God gave Saul a new heart. The natural man must become a new man 

under God’s power. He was incapable of doing God’s work 
• Public—10:17 
• Panic—10:20-24 Genuine humility or recognizing the enormity of 

unifying a nation? 
• Pasture—10:25-27 - Returns home – leadership generally recognized in 

time of crisis. 

The Rising– 1 Samuel 11 
• Defending Jabesh-Gilead. Righteous indignation… concern as a leader 

for his people. Overwhelming victory. 
• Fame of the new king established. 
• Saul has a calm and forgiving spirit. Humbly he recognized the battle 

and the victory belongs to the Lord. 

Transitional Chapter– 1 Samuel 12  
• Samuel asks for examination of his character to live under the authority 

of the new king. 

The Reality - 1 Samuel 13 
• A sad story 
• Worship without relationship. 300,000 to 3,000 military force… pride? 

Tooted his own horn.  
• Saul was a king not a priest… presumptuously and impatient Saul had 

a ritualistic view of God in the battle. 
• A coming replacement 

The Holy wars– 1 Samuel 14 
• Power of One 
• Foolish Commands 
• Public Rebuke 
• Legacy Victories 
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The Fatal Offense– 1 Samuel 15 
• Pride  
• Inverted Priorities—“To obey is better than sacrifice…” 1 Samuel 

15:22-23 is key to the book. 
• Sorrow for consequences not for sins 
• Murderous jealousy toward David - 18:8 
• Hatred toward son Jonathan – 21:33 
• Slaughter of 85 innocent godly priests – 22:33 
• A night with the Dead - Witch of En-Dor – 28:7 
• Death by suicide – 31:4 

Epitaph of the Life of Saul: 
So Saul died for his breach of faith. He broke faith with the Lord in that he 
did not keep the command of the Lord, and also consulted a medium, 
seeking guidance… 

…He did not seek guidance from the Lord. Therefore, the Lord put him to 
death and turned the kingdom over to David the son of Jesse. 1 Chronicles 
10:13 

I Samael 15:11 – God regrets making Saul king. A great leader takes the 
blame of failure and credits those who succeed.  

Tragedy: From admirable humility to shameful humiliation…the rise and 
fall of a king 

The Story in Five Movements 
• The People - Forgetting Grace and Rejecting God. Demanded a king. Be 

careful what you ask for. 
• The Prophet Samuel - The ministry of the Word and Prayer. He didn’t 

retire and walk away, but continued to give spiritual guidance. 
• The Palace - Israel’s kings failed because they were simply men like 

those they ruled. Even the best of men are still simply men. 
• The Problem - No monarchy/presidency/leadership will long endure 

which does not honor the superior sovereign authority of the Living 
God. The theme of 1 Samuel is that God raises the humble and brings 
down the proud. 

• The Promise - Saul was a king after the people’s own heart… David was 
a king after God’s own heart! 

He brings down the proud from their lofty thrones and exalts the humble 
who fully trust in Him! 

Where do we see Christ? 
God will ultimately display His theocratic rule thru an earthly king. Where 
will we find that true king of justice and righteousness?  
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