
If RUTH was the “excellent wife” of Prov 31:10, then HANNAH was 
certainly the “woman worthy of praise” from 31:30. “Charm is deceitful 
and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. Give 
her the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise her in the gates.” 

Read 1 Samuel 2:1-10 Hannah’s Prayer 

The nation had fallen lower and lower until it seems it is at the point of 
breaking apart. The Ammorites on the East and the Philistines from the 
South were increasing in power and growing into an irresistible threat to 
national security and longevity. Just when it seems that Israel will be 
crushed out of existence, along comes Samuel. Never had times been 
more hopeless. Yet this one man arrested their decay and built up a 
strong and progressive nation kingdom. He addressed social injustice, 
spiritual decadence, governmental disorganization and educational 
deficiencies. His one life left an indelible imprint. He raised the bar on 
training for leadership as well as the expected standard for true worship 
by the teaching and application of the truths of Jehovah. With the moral 
culture at an all-time low and the behavior of those who served at the 
Lord’s house totally reprehensible, there was yet a family who made the 
worship of the God of Israel a household priority. Oh, it was a long way 
from the perfect home. There was an undercurrent of tension and a 
grievous disappointment. It is obviously never a good idea to have two 
wives!  We see of Samuel that he	was	a	champion	of	true	jus2ce,	a	voice	of	
righteousness	and	the	educator	of	leaders.	He	was	a	na2on	rescuer,	a	
culture	changer	and	a	king	maker!	

He was the answer to a mother’s passion plea!	

Back to the flow of our Route 66 Journey having jumped ahead last week 
to king Saul who Samuel had the blessing of anointing him king we come 
to this message appropriate for Mother’s Day. 

The HINGE / BRIDGE: Ruth 4:22 / 1 Samuel  
• Genealogy of DAVID…Ruth 4 – The preceding statement before 1 

Samuel. 
• “He will give strength to His king…” 1 Sam 2:10 
• Three main featured characters/heros are: Samuel, Saul, and David. 
• A mother had influence on the direction of the nation. 

Hannah’s Character: 1 Samuel 1:1-7 
• The Empty Womb - Theological not Biological… God was doing a work.  

All children are a gift of the Lord created in the image of God. 
• Elkanah regrettably had two wives:  Peninna had children and 

Hanna had no children.  That theme laces chapter one together – a 
great trial for Hanna, but she was a woman of great character. 

• A unique family because Israel in a dark age needed to turn back to 
God, but here was a family that placed the worship of God as a 
priority. 

• The Provocation - Should have been a time of rejoicing for Peninna, but 
she aggravated Hanna because God closed her womb over and over 
again. 

“O LORD of hosts…”. 261 x’s O.T. 
• “For I am a great King, says the Lord of hosts, and My name will be 

feared among the nations!”—Malachi 1:14 
• “lord of Hosts” means He is the Commander of the armies of Heaven… 

the great Source of power. 

Hannah’s Cry: 1 Samuel 1:8-10 
• Three Why’s – asked by Hannah’s husband Elkanah 

• “Why do you weep?” 
• “Why do you not eat?” – This was a family celebration. 
• “Why is your heart sad?” – He could see a crushed spirit in her face. 
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Hannah’s Commitment: 1 Samuel 1:11-17 How she prayed 
• “If You will…then I will…” – A vow to the Lord praying to the only One 

Who has the power and authority to answer her desire for a son… “The 
Lord of Hosts”.  Ecclesiastes 5 – If you make a vow, be quick to keep it – 
As David did of Goliath 1 Samuel 17:45; Psalm 80:19 

• Hanna calls herself a “servant”. 
God will trust with gifts those who willing give those gifts back to Him. – 
Hanna vowed to give her son back to the Lord as a Nazarite – set apart to 
the Lord for life.  

Hannah’s Confidence: 1 Samuel 1:18-20 
• Eli, the spiritual leader should have had spiritual perception to 

understand her sorrow… he added insult to injury.  Yet, she gave a 
gentle answer.  She heard a word from the Lord and that changed 
everything.   

• Though her circumstances had not changed her bold faith lifted her 
countenance.  Eli changed his tone and told her to go in peace that God 
would grant her petition. 

• Samuel was raised in a family where the father knew to put God first… 
they worshiped before they left for home. 

• The Lord remembered her.  Names her son Samuel meaning “I have 
asked for him.” 

• Her first priority was to invest her life in her son. 

Hannah’s Courage: 1 Samuel 1:21-28 
• There is a time to parent and a time to worship.  She would not go back 

to Shiloh until she gave the gift back to the Lord. 
• She had learned to find her joy, not simply in the gift but in the Giver… 

the reason for her prayer.  Not a spontaneous response, but, prayer 
crafted over years. 

Hannah’s Celebration: 1 Samuel 2:1-10 
• Unstained Purity—1-2 
• Unequaled Power—3-7  
• Unsearchable Wisdom—8  
• Unerring Justice—9  
• Unchanging Purposes—10 

Lessons for Israel (Narrowed to three out of many) 
• In the midst of your trial / affliction, seek your comfort in the One in 

Whom you glory  
• Seek your joy not in the gifts He gives but in the One who is the giver – If 

we find joy in the gifts, they become our idols; Psalm 127 
• Live always for the long story…. Hanna was not thinking of immediate 

happiness, but to serve the Lord… a child to make a difference in the 
world and for God’s glory… not just a well-behaved child.  The goal was 
to love and serve the Lord 

Tips for Mother’s Prayers  
(Linda: mother of 3, grandmother of 11, great-grandmother of 4) 

1. Send them good friends in the Faith 
2. Teach them the wisdom of Your will 
3. Help them see God at work 
4. Protect them from the enemies of their souls 
5. Make Jesus look good in their lives 
6. Give them works of faith 
7. Give them your strength 
8. Complete Your work through Him 
9. Thank God for the grace you see 

Finding Jesus 
Sarah—Rebekah—Rachel—Tamar—Ruth—Hannah…But MARY???? 

Another mother stood in the Temple Courts one day and heard her firstborn 
say, “Do you not know I MUST be about my Father’s business?” 
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