
Crazy things happened in the land of giants! To a farmhouse just outside 
the sleepy village of Bethlehem the Lord directed the semi-retired 
prophet, Samuel. His mission? To anoint the king of God’s choosing. With 
the grievous arrogance, presumption, rebellion and a growing fear of the 
people he led, the “people’s choice” was rejected by God, the task of 
appointment fell once more to the king-maker, the highly respected 
prophet Samuel.  

Ever since the Garden, mankind has chosen one of only two paths…Saul 
chose the one…And David the other. There is a path that leads to God…
There is a path that leads one away from God…David choose wisely! 

He was an epic leader of people, manager / organizer, warrior, diplomat, 
worshipper, prolific writer. The record of his life is a manual for every man 
or woman who desires to become an influencer of others. 

His story fills more chapters than any other 
• Abraham—14 • Joseph—14 
• Jacob—11  • Elijah—10  
•  David—66 chapters! 
His name appears more than any other but one… 
• Abraham—312 x’s • Moses—852 x’s 
• Jesus Christ—1254 x’s • David—1141 x’s (59 x’s in N.T.) 

“The sweet psalmist of Israel” – So called at the end of his life. He penned 
no less than 73 of the great hymns of Israel. The reading of his works will 
take you into the very depths of despair and raise you to the extreme 
heights of joy and delight. 

Yet when his name is stated, only two or three things come to the average 
bible reader’s mind. His defeat of Goliath and his affair with Bathsheba. 
The epitaph written by the Spirit of God is, “He was a man after God’s own 
heart!” 

Missionary martyr Jim Elliott “Through Gates of Splendor” wrote, 
“Wherever you are, be all there. Live to the hilt every situation you believe 

to be the will of God!” No man displays such unrestrained passion for all 
of life than DAVID, the Shepherd King of Israel! 

On the day King Saul fell on his own sword on the slopes of Mt Giboa, the 
hopes of the nation died. It was almost as though the story of Eli had been 
written all over again. “The glory has departed for the ark of the Lord has 
been captured.”—1 Sam 4:22 

For the next 7 ½ years the land of Promise was torn apart by civil war. 
While David is crowned king of Judah in Hebron, an heir of Saul’s lays 
claim to the throne of Israel.  

“He chose David his servant and took Him from the sheepfolds; from 
following The nursing ewes he brought him to Shepherd Jacob his 
people, Israel his inheritance…With upright heart he shepherded them 
And guided them with his skillful hand.”—Psalm 78:70-72 

HEART AND HAND: The Heart: Shepherd’s STAFF. The Hand: 
King’s SCEPTER  
God’s summation: A rebellious people tested the most high God. God’s 
answer was to send a man after His own heart to shepherd His people. 1 
Sam 13 – Saul failed and God rejected him. The Lord brought a man after 
His own heart and this begins the life of David… a man to replace the 
people’s choice.  

Integrity is simply being what you are when there is no one around to see 
what you are. 

The SHEPHERD Years - Age 0-17 (Jacob and Moses) 

• SERVING SAUL  
• SHEPHERDING - Back to the pasture to care for the sheep – anointed by 

God 
• SLAYING GIANTS – Goliath taunts the God of Israel. Davis persistent… 

The Lord will deliver me. 

“The Lord has sought out a man after His own heart, and the Lord has 
commanded him to be prince over His people.”—1 Samuel 13:14 

The Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the Height 
of his stature, because I have rejected Him. For the Lord sees not as man 
sees……Man looks at the outward appearance, But the Lord looks on the 
heart. —1 Samuel 16:7 
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Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse, the Bethlehemite, who is skillful in 
playing, A man of valor, a man of war, prudent in Speech, and a man of 
good presence. And the Lord is with him! —1 Samuel 16:18 

David had success in all his undertakings, for the Lord was with him. —1 
Samuel 18:14 

The FUGITIVE Years - Age 17-30 
• FLEEING THE KING – Constantly on the run. A great mark of a godly 

man is how he responds when his enemy has fallen 
• PROTECTING THE NEEDY 
• PRESERVING THE ANOINTED 

The VICTORY Years - Age 30-50 
• CONQUERING FOES 
• RESTORING WORSHIP 
• UNITING THE KINGDOM 

And the Lord said to you, “You shall be shepherd of my people Israel, And 
you shall be prince over Israel.”—2 Sam 5:2-3 / 1 Chr 11:2 

Thus says the Lord of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following 
the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. And I have 
been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from 
before you.”—2 Sam 7:8 / 1 Chr 17:7 

THE DAVIDIC COVENANT 2 Samuel 7:12-16: 
A Name, a Land, a House, a Kingdom, a Throne 

And the Lord gave victory to David wherever he went…So David ruled 
over all of Israel. And David administered justice and equity to all his 
people. —2 Sam 8:18 / 1 Chr 18:13 

The TROUBLED Years – Dropped guard - committed sin. Age 
50-70 
• THE FALL – Relationship with Bathsheba… another man’s wife. 
• THE REPENTANCE – Confronted by Nathan 
• THE CONSEQUENCES - Lost four sons… Absalom’s death the most 

grievous – David wept over the consequences of his sin. He recognized 
his error and repented unlike Saul. 

I anointed you king over Israel…I delivered you out of the hand of Saul…I 
gave you your master’s house…I gave you the house of Israel and 
Judah…If this is too little, I would add much more. —2 Samuel 12:7 

The Legacy Years - The Epitaph – David never lost his heart for 
God. He had the heart of a Shepard. 
1 Chr 11 summarizes David’s life – He celebrated and rejoiced in the 
goodness of God. PUT HIS MONEY WHERE HIS HEART WAS. To provide a 
place for God to dwell with His people. The Lord has sought out a man 
after His own heart, and the Lord commanded him to be prince over His 
people—1 Sam 13:14. I have found in David the son of Jesse a man after 
My own heart who will do all my will. Of this man’s offspring God has 
brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as He has promised. — Acts 13:22 

Lessons for Israel 
Your God brings down the proud and exalts the humble…so humble 
yourself beneath the mighty hand of God that HE might exalt you at the 
proper time! Only two paths to follow; one to God… one to lead you away 
from God. 1 Pet 5:6 - Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty 
hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 

You will never know that God is all you need until God is all you have. 

It is not that men don’t fall…it is what they do when they have fallen that 
marks the heart of a man. 

It is in the perilous circumstances of his own creation that we see David as 
most triumphant! Proverbs 24:18 / Psalm 51 – Greatest celebration was 
that God gave him victory of brokenness and repentance. 

We Would See Jesus… In the nature of David 
There is a Good Shepherd who will die for His sheep. Jn 10:11 - I am the 
good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  

• There is a King above every other king. 
• That king is YOUR king.  
• He is the King of kings. “On His robe and on His thigh He has a name 

written, King of kings and Lord of lords”—Rev 19:16 
• Long live THAT King - Ps 23 – The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want 

– Know the Shepherd!
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