
He was the second-born son of his father’s seventh marriage, his mother’s 
second marriage. His older brother had died in infancy. His half-sister had 
been sexually assaulted by one of his half-brothers, and, in an act of 
brutal revenge, he was murdered by their oldest brother. The older 
brother had failed in a coup to take over his father’s kingdom and was put 
do death in the attempt.  

Their legendary father had now reached the end of his life, and he was the 
standard for what kings would be in the line in the history of Israel. As his 
father approached death, though, there was a brother who had never 
been corrected by his father, who decided that he was the heir to the 
throne. As in most successions there were those opportunists who 
wanted to take full advantage. 

Now Adonijah … exalted himself, saying, “I will be king.” And he prepared 
for himself chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him. His 
father had never at any time displeased him by asking, “Why have you 
done thus and so?” He was also a very handsome man, and he was born 
(right) after Absalom. - 1 Kings 1:5-6 

But to his mother Bathsheba’s delight and his father’s determination, the 
man that God had created for just this season is anointed the third king of 
Israel, and the line of the promised-coming Messiah would continue 
through the “Golden Age of Solomon.”  

The charge given to the soon-to-be monarch had the echoes of the 
blessing that Moses pronounced upon Joshua, the sixty-year-old who was 
to slide into Moses’ incredible sandals. Can you imagine the trepidation of 
a twenty-year-old who had to step forward and receive the scepter from 
the legendary David, the greatest human king who had ever lived?  

As our story, our Route 66 journey continues, Samuel was the man that 
God used to pull the nation of Israel back from the brink of destruction. 
Saul had been used of God unite the squabbling, divided tribes. David 
had punished and subdued their perennial enemies. But Solomon was 
the one that was to lead them by God’s design into the Golden Years. 

The Sketchy Succession—1 Kings 1 
• The Spoiled Child 
• The Opportunistic Supporters 

The Charge of a Dying Legend—1 Kings 2 
• Be Strong 
• Show yourself a man 
• Keep the charge of the Lord 
• Walk in His ways 
• Keep His commandments 
• Obey with a whole heart 

The Golden Opportunity—1 Kings 3 
• Loved the Lord 
• Pleased the Lord 
• Worshipped the Lord 

The Gift of Wisdom and Wealth—1 Kings 4 
• The Blessing of Peace 
• The Accumulation of Possessions 
• The Incomparable Wisdom 
• The Prolific Writer 

The Sacred Mission—1 Kings 5-8 
• Built Temple $150-175 Billion 
• The glory of the Lord filled where He would meet His people 
• Solomon asked God to forgive the sins of the people 

The ½ Time Reminder—9  
• If you walk before Me… then I will establish your throne 
• If you worship other gods… I will cut Israel off 

The Sacred Platform—10  
• Wisdom and prosperity surpassed the report 
• Golden age of the nation Israel 
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The Devastating Seductions—11  
• Surly they will turn your heart away after other gods 
• Created worship places for his wives to worship their gods 
• He did not keep what the Lord commanded 

• The Wives—Deceased  
• The Stables—Empty  
• The Gold—Gone 
• The Palace—Gone 
• The Kingdom—Divided 
• The Throne—Vacant 

Three Priceless Treasures – By God’s Grace 
• Proverbs—To know true wisdom 
• Ecclesiastes—To know true life 
• Song of Songs—To know true love 

Lessons for Israel: 
• The time to pursue God is now 
• It really does matter who you marry! 
• No Possession, Privilege, Position, Prestige, or Pleasure will ever satisfy 

the soul 
• Wisdom begins with Worship 

Psalm 127 A Psalm of Ascents by Solomon 

Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it. 

Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchman will stay awake in vain. 

It is vain that you rise up early and go late to rest, eating the bread of 
anxious toil; for He gives to His beloved sleep. 

Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb a 
reward. 

Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the children of one’s youth. 

Blessed is the man who fills his quiver with them. 

He shall not be put to shame when he speaks with his enemies in the gate. 

We would see Jesus 
• He is the Life 
• He is the wisdom 
• He is the faithful Shepherd Groom 

It is not what a man can do but what God will do for that man that really 
truly matters! 
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