
“Incontrovertible!” Yes. That’s the word that the king used. 
Incontrovertible. In his afternoon press conference, our king spoke about 
the growing challenges and trials of our extended national, yes even 
international crisis. Our fields and crops are parched. Our rivers and our 
wells are dry. Our livestock is dying. Our cupboards are bare. We are 3 ½ 
years into this mess and we are 100% certain that we know where it 
began. In a small mountain village over in the mountains of Gilead in the 
prayer closet of one uncultured, coarse and fiery wild man, this thing 
began to burn. We know the source. We know the man. We will spare no 
expense or resource to find him and put an end to this national disaster! 

Like a flash of lightning piercing the deepening spiritual and moral 
darkness the prophet appears on the pages of Biblical history. What a 
portrait it must have painted. The mountain man from the wilderness 
standing boldly in the shadow of the massive ivory pillars of King Ahab’s 
stunning palace. No one could have ever looked more out of place than 
that man that day! His wardrobe spoke of austerity, of simplicity, of 
poverty as he boldly spoke in the presence of abject hedonistic luxury. “A 
grander figure never stood out against the Old Testament sky” wrote one of 
the great preachers of a time past. In his letter to the saints many years 
later, James declared that Elijah “was a man of a nature like ours.” His 15 
or so years in the spotlight lit a fire of revival that burned slowly across 
the hearts of the nation. And if his sudden entrance on the scene was 
shocking, his stunning exit was even more so. The man who once wished 
he could die never did! 

Context: 3 Kings ruled in Israel 

• Saul started well and failed at end 
• David stated well, failed, but rose again – handed the scepter to his son 

Solomon 
• Solomon stared well, but married foreign women who brought their 

gods.  
1 Kings 16:29f – 7th king later, Ahab did evil more that all those before him. 

So, the nation divided  

Act One: The Spark from Gilead—1 Kings 17 
God stirred the heart of one man, Elijah, in a time of moral and spiritual 
decadence. God was at work in a remnant. 

Act Two: The Brookside Refuge—1 Kings 17 
God used unclean ravens that would have been rejected in Israel’s system 
of worship because they were willing to listen to His voice. 

Act Three: The Search for Kindling—1 Kings 17 
God sent Elijah into enemy territory – A Psalm 23 picture. A gentile widow 
fed him – “daily” bread. Her son was brought back to life and she believed 
in God casting a shadow on the New Testament.  

Act Four: The Fire from Heaven—1 Kings 18 
Ahab was the one who troubled Israel! A choice was to be made om 
Mount Caramel for the prophets of Baal – Baal or God. Ahab was an eye 
witness – The prophets of Baal executed as per Deut. 13-18. A prayer and 
a response from Heaven so people know You are God. 

Act Five: The Burned-Out Prophet—1 Kings 19 
Bread -Truck Monday 

Elijah tells Jezebel all – evidence doesn’t demand the verdict. Elijah runs 
for his life.  

God’s answer was to meet Elijah’s needs: 

• Physical Restoration 
• Personal Confession 
• Ministry Commission 
• Mission Direction 
• Succession Preparation Plan – Elisha called to plant seed of the Word of 

God. 

Act Six: The Burned up Throne—1 Kings 20-22 
Ahab didn’t last long – Repenting of Repentance 
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Act Seven: The Purifying Fire—2 Kings 1 
Ahab’s son – Like Father… Like Son 

Act Eight: The Chariots of Fire—2 Kings 2 
Before they toddle, they learn this song, “Swing low, sweet chariot. 
Coming for to carry me Home. Swing low, sweet chariot. Coming for to 
carry me Home…” 

Playing with Fire – On every page we see Elijah as a man of fire 
and 
• The Presence of God 
• The Refining by God 
• The Judgment of God 

Lessons for Israel 
• Don’t Waste Your Famine 
• In this time of trial for us, God wants to do a great purifying work in us. 
• Even in exile God provides 
• God’s plans and purposes are rarely fulfilled in one lifetime. Therefore 

use our lifetime to: 
• Live Boldly 
• Trust Radically 
• Invest Liberally – In the generation that follows 

• It is too late to ink your legacy when you rest in your grave! 

Act Nine: We would see Jesus… 
• Mount Gilead 
• Mount Carmel 
• Mount Horeb/Sinai 
• Mount of Transfiguration Matt. 17:1-8 

.  
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