
Uzziah called Azariah in 2 Kings.  Name means “The Lord is my Help.”  The 
life and circumstances of Uzziah” 

The national economy was in the tank… The infrastructure was in dismal 
deterioration… Their military strength was totally depleted physically 
and psychologically… The mood of the citizenry had gone from growing 
frustration to murderous rioting… 

The first 15 years of the new leader’s life had been lived with his father, 
the king, in exile. The national unrest finally led to assassination and 
suddenly the 16 year old finds himself, the people’s choice, tasked with 
what appeared to be an impossible task… 

Young King Uzziah’s journey was to Make Judah Great Again! 

The Context/Setting: 
The position to which he was exalted had a rather sketchy history. After 
the civil war under the reign of the son of Solomon, there had been nine 
kings in Judah. The standard for great leadership was based, not on 
military, economic or diplomatic successes, but upon how they had led in 
the realm of things spiritual. Did they walk with the Lord in the manner of 
King David or did they turn to other gods? His grandfather had begun 
well. But before his 40 years of reign were complete, he had abandoned 
the very temple he had meticulously restored and turned instead to 
worship the gods of the land. He was assassinated in his own bed by his 
own people. Uzziah’s father repeated the same predictable pattern. Early 
on, he ½ heartedly focused upon the worship of the Living God of Israel, 
but soon he turned to worship the idols he had taken in a military victory 
over the Edomites…bowing to the very gods who could not defend their 
own worshippers?! Amaziah spent the last 15 years of his 29 year reign as 
fugitive from his own people, finally dying at the hands of the very one’s 
he had led. King at age 16… reigned 52 years… died at age 68. 

“In the year that king Uzziah died, I saw the Lord high and lifted up…”—
Isaiah 6:1 

Uzziah’s Successes: 2 Chron 26:1-15 
2Chron 15:2 “…The LORD is with you while you are with him. If you seek him, 

he will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will forsake you.” 

• The blessing of a godly mentor 
• Expanding the borders 
• Restoring international trade relations 
• Suppression of perennials enemies 
• Occupation of conquered territories 
• Increased national security 
• Enhanced agricultural productivity 
• Strengthened national security 
• Invested in military resources 
• Patented advanced weaponry 
“I do not fear failure. What I fear is succeeding things that don’t truly 
matter.” 

Uzziah’s Sins: 2 Chron 26:16-22 
• Undetected Pride—believing his own press releases 
• Growing Discontentment 
• Peer Envy 
• Unchecked Anger 
Uzziah defied the set apart ministry of the sons of Aaron… stepping 
outside his God given role.  God got his attention with leprosy that 
excluded him from the house of the Lord shutting him out from access to 
the worship of God. 

Uzziah’s Separation: 2 Chron 26:21-23 
• Shut up in confinement  
• Shut off from society 
• Shut out from his enterprises 
• Shut out from His God 
“…The LORD is with you while you are with him. If you seek him, he will be 

found by you, but if you forsake him, he will forsake you. 2 Chron 15:2 
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Follow the thread: 
Naaman, the Syrian commander, was healed of his leprosy when he 
humbled himself before God. Uzziah, the king of Judah,  was stricken with 
leprosy when he presumed upon God.  

Pride…the perennial destroyer of the successful 

“The haughty looks of man shall be brought low, and the lofty pride of men 
shall be humbled, and the Lord alone will be exalted in that day. For the 
Lord of hosts has a day against all that is proud and lofty, against all that 
is lifted up—and it shall be brought low”—Isa 2:11-12 

“How you are fallen from heaven O Day Star, son of Dawn! How you are cut 
down to the ground, you who laid the nations low! You said in your heart, ‘I 
will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God I will set my throne on high; I 
will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north; I will 
ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most 
High.’ But you are brought down to Sheol, to the far reaches of the pit.”—
Isa 14:12-15 

“The Lord of hosts has purposed it, to defile the pompous pride of all glory, 
to dishonor all the honored of the earth”—Isa 23:9 

When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the humble is wisdom.—
Pro 11:2 

Everyone who is arrogant of heart is an abomination to the Lord; be 
assured, he will not go unpunished—Pro 16:5 

Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall—Pro 16:18 

Before destruction a man’s heart is haughty, but humility comes before 
honor—Pro 18:12 

One’s pride will bring him low, but he who is lowly in spirit will obtain honor
—Pro 29:23 

Proverbs 6 

The Highly Contagious Uzziah Syndrome: Deuteronomy 8:11-20 
Beware lest you forget the Lord your God… You shall remember the Lord 

your God, for it is He Who gives you power…” 

The Antidote to a Uzziah Syndrome: 
Declared in James 4: He gives more grace. Therefore it says, ‘God opposes 
the proud, but gives grace to the humble.’ Submit yourselves therefore to 
God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and He 
will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded. Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your 
laughter be turned into mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble 
yourselves before the Lord, and He will exalt you. 

• Beware the seduction of success 
• Be honest about the struggle within 
• Never forget from where you have come 
• Review past and present graces repeatedly 
• Champion humility and integrity 
“The Son of Man did not come to be served.” 

Will there ever be a king so righteous that he may also serve as a priest 
before God?  Will God ever not separate the royalty from the priesthood? 

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do 
not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.—Heb 4:14-16 
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