
Isa 40:1-11 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is 
pardoned, that she has received from the LORD's hand double for all her 
sins. A voice cries: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall 
become level, and the rough places a plain. And the glory of the LORD shall 
be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD 
has spoken." A voice says, "Cry!" And I said, "What shall I cry?" All flesh is 
grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the 
flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows on it; surely the people are 
grass. The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will 
stand forever. Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; 
lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, 
fear not; say to the cities of Judah, "Behold your God!" Behold, the Lord 
GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is 
with him, and his recompense before him. He will tend his flock like a 
shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his 
bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. 

As glorious as his arrival on the scene, his gory departure was even more 
shocking! His commissioning for ministry involved the opening of the very 
heavens and an intimate view of the throne room of the Living God. But 
the end of his life reportedly came when an offended king commanded 
that the hollow log in which he had sought to hide be sawn in two. It is 
considered that it was Isaiah’s death that is referenced in the Great Hall of 
Faith text which reads, “Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, 
so that they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and 
flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they 
were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword…of whom the world is 
not worthy…”  

His calling was to an impossible mission that would span more than four 
decades under the reign of some four kings. His was a voice of 
righteousness and a ministry of confrontation. By contemporary 
corporate standards, his HR performance reviews would likely concluded 
that he was a wasted resource. There was no national turning in 
repentance to the Lord. The seduction of idols relentlessly battled for the 
affections of the people. And those tasked to serve as shepherds over the 
people, the kings themselves, chose godless alliances for protection 
rather than rest in the strong arm of the Lord. Yet his writings were the 3rd 
most frequently cited by the Lord Jesus in His ministry, were quoted by all 
four of the gospel writers, and referenced extensively by both Peter and 
Paul. 

The book which bears his name, the first book of the prophets to do so, 
has been called by some “The Miniature Bible” since it contains 66 
chapters, has a key hinge in the narrative after the 39th, opens with 
matters of improper worship yet closes with the promise of a new heaven 
and a new earth, and an open invitation to those who are thirsty to come 
drink freely. 

The Man: 
• Godly parents in a time of ungodliness. Isaiah’s name means God is 

Salvation 
• Married—wife was a prophetess 
• Fathered two sons— 
• “A Remnant Shall Return”—Sheer-Jashub 
• “Spoil Quickly—Plunder Speedily”—Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz 
• Freedom of access to the kings 
• Days of the threats from Assyria who destroyed Israel… 
• Warnings against the coming invasion by Babylon 
• A season of great danger in the life of Judah. Isaiah had the unfortunate 

assignment to be a living example of what God would do to the nation 
of kings of Judah who had aligned so as to put their confidence and 
trust in foreign powers rather than in the living God! 2 Chron 

The Mission:  
The background: 2 Chron 28:19-22. King Ahaz had so departed from 
walking with the Lord, but God was about to overtake. Isa 6:1-8 “…"Whom 
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shall I send, and who will go for us?" Then I (Isaiah) said, "Here I am! Send 
me." 

• Proclaim the incomparable greatness of God—40  
• The Holy One of Israel—God is identified by this title over 20 x’s 
• The Lord of Hosts… meaning the sovereign commander of the armies 

of heaven. —over 55 x’s 
Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God of hosts; the whole world is full of His glory—

6:3 

The Lord is exalted, for He dwells on high—33:5 

For the Lord is our judge; the Lord is our lawgiver; the Lord is our king; He 
will save us—33:22 

So now, O Lord our God, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the 
earth may know that You alone are the Lord—37:20 (Prayer of Hezekiah) 

Who has performed and done this, calling the generations from the 
beginning? I, the Lord, the first and with the last, I am He—4:4 

For I, the Lord your God, hold your right hand; it is I who say to you, “Fear 
not, I am the one who helps you…I am the one who helps you, declares the 
Lord; your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel—41:13 

I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand 
and keep you…I am the Lord; that is My name; My glory I give to no other; 
nor my praise to carved idols—42:6-8 

• The lifeless gods we create, the things we put confidence and trust in, 
the things that give us a sense of security and wellbeing, and 
significance… they become an unbelievable weight that we have to 
carry. God promises He will carry us! 

…that you may know and believe Me and understand that I am He. Before 
Me now god was formed, nor shall there be any after Me. I, I am the Lord, 
and besides Me there is no savior…I am God. Also henceforth I am He; 
there is none who can deliver from My hand; I work, and who can turn it 
back?—43:13 

I am the Lord, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King—43:15 

Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and His Redeemer, the Lord of hosts; I 
am the first and I am the last; besides Me there is no god. Who is like Me? 
Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and set if before Me, since I appointed 
an ancient people. Let them declare what is to come. Fear not, nor be 

afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? And you are My 
witnesses! Is there a God besides Me? There is no Rock; I know not any!—
44:6-8 

I am the Lord, who made all things, who alone stretched out the heavens, 
who spread out the earth by Myself—44:24 

…that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by 
your name…I call you by your name, I name you, though you do not know 
Me. I am the Lord, and there is no other, besides Me there is no God…I am 
the Lord and there is no other… I form light and I create darkness, I make 
well-being and I create calamity. I am the Lord, who does all these things.
—44:3-7 

Declare and present your case; let them take counsel together! Who told this 
long ago? Who declared it of old? Was it not I, the Lord? And there is no 
other god besides Me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is none besides 
Me. Turn to Me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God and 
there is no other. By Myself I have sworn; from my mouth has gone out in 
righteousness a word that shall not return; To Me every knee shall bow, 
every tongue shall swear allegiance. (Phil 2:11and every tongue confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.) Only in the Lord, it 
shall be said of Me, are righteousness and strength; to him shall come and 
be ashamed all who are incensed against Him. In the Lord all the offspring 
of Israel shall be justified and shall glory.—45:21-25 

Remember this and stand firm, recall it to mind, you transgressors, 
remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no other; I 
am God and there is none like Me, declaring the end from the beginning 
and from ancient times things not yet done, say, ‘My counsel shall stand, 
and I will accomplish My purpose…I have spoken and I will bring it to pass; 
I have purposed and I will do it.—46-9-11 

Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tried you in the furnace of 
affliction. For my own sake, for my own sake, I do it, for how should My 
name be profaned? My glory I will not give to another…I am He; I am the 
first, and I am the last. My hand laid the foundation of the earth, and my 
right hand spread out the heavens; when I call them, they stand forth 
together.—48:11-13 

Then you will know that I am the Lord; those who wait for Me shall not be 
put to shame…Then all flesh shall know that I am the Lord your Savior, 
and your Redeemer, the Mighty one of Jacob.—49:23,26 
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I am the Lord your God, who stirs up the sea so that is waves roar—the Lord 
of hosts is His name.—51:15 

Ps 20:7 “Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name 
of the LORD our God.” Regrettably, we tend to default that way putting 
hope in things like the political process and local and international peace. 
Remember that The Lord of Hosts is His name. He is the sovereign 
commander of the armies of heaven  

The Message: Every Sign Points to Jesus 
1. His virgin birth—7:14 
2. His righteous reign—9:6-7 
3. His announced arrival—40:3-5 
4. His message of good news—61:1-3 
5. His sacrificial and substitutionary death—53:1-12 
6. His victory over the grave—25:8-9 
7. His glorious return—66  

The Meaning: What are we to take away from the 66 chapters of 
Isaiah? 
1. Our debt is paid 

• Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, or his ear 
dull, that I cannot hear; but your iniquities have made a separation 
between you and your God, and your sins have hidden His face so that 
He does not hear. 59:1-2 

• All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned--every one--to his 
own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 53:6 

• Jesus paid it all! 
2. Sins are forgiven 

Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: Though your sins are like 
scarlet, they shall be white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they 
shall become as wool. If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the 
good of the land—1:18-19 

You have burdened Me with your sins; you have wearied Me with your 
iniquities. I, I am He who blots out your transgressions for my own sake 
and I will not remember your sins.—43:24-25 

I formed you; you are My servant; O Israel, you will not be forgotten by me. I 
have blotted out your transgressions like a cloud and your sins like mist; 
return to Me, for I have redeemed you.—44:21-22 

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my souls shall exalt in my God, for He has 
clothed me with the garments of salvation; He has covered me with the 
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a 
beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.—61:10 

I will recount the steadfast love of the Lord, the praises of the Lord, 
according to all that the Lord has granted us, and the great goodness to 
the house of Israel that He has granted them according to His compassion, 
according to the abundance of His steadfast love…and He became their 
Savior. In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the angel of His presence 
saved them; in His love and His pity He redeemed them; He lifted them up 
and carried them all the days of old—63:7-9 

3. Death is defeated 

He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears 
from all faces, and the reproach of His people He will take away from all 
the earth, for the Lord has spoken—25:8-9 

4. Paradise is restored 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon 
you. For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the 
peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and His glory will be seen upon 
you. And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of 
your rising—60:1-3 

For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth…—65:17-25  

5. The offer is free! 

Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, 
come, buy and eat!—55:1 

The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” 
And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water 
of life without price!—Revelation 22:17 

Remembered on this Father’s Day: Isaiah 63:16 

For You are our Father… 
You, O Lord, are our Father, 

Our Redeemer from old is Your name!
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