
What seemed hopeful in his first 16 years as Jotham led from his father’s 
vacated throne, had slowly degenerated into abject hopelessness. The 
worship of the Living God of Israel had been given priority attention as 
prayers, sacrifices and songs of praise were encouraged in the courts of 
the Temple. However, the son of Uzziah had stopped short of a complete 
purging of the influence of foreign gods in the land of Promise. This 
compromise of accommodation regrettably set the stage for the absolute 
unprecedented national, moral and spiritual disaster of the years that 
Uzziah’s grandson, Ahaz, would reign. Suddenly the faint glimmer of hope 
was quenched by the growing cloud of hedonistic decadence. Every 
corner of the Holy city was filled with a symbol of a strange god. The 
doors of the very Temple of God were bolted shut as the fires on the altar 
of prayer were extinguished. And in the place where sins were covered by 
the offerings for atonement, the blood stained bronze altar had been 
replaced by an ornate, extravagant, elaborate replica of a an Assyrian 
shrine. When the worship of the Living God takes a back seat to the 
sensual expressions of self-serving rituals, the streets quickly become the 
unsafe territory of violence and the stage for the unashamed public 
displays of the most vile forms of perversion. Every avenue suddenly 
becomes the sacred ground of another “autonomous zone.” 

And as if this unchecked, unrestrained pursuit of sensual gratification was 
not pandemic enough, King Ahaz added to the perverted scene the 
horrors of the worship of Molech. As the assembled orchestra played 
louder and the voices of the choir of singers rose to a deafening 
crescendo, infants and small children were taken by the hands of those 
entrusted to be their protectors and in indescribable nauseating ritual 
were placed onto the outstretched arms of the hideous idol, slowly 
released from the fingers of their fathers to roll helplessly downward into 
the flaming belly of the statue. The din of the frenzied worshippers may 
have covered the cries of the innocent victims, but it could never salve the 
wounds of the depraved and now deprived desperate souls. (One cannot 
help but see an image here of the sterile medical centers of our own day 

when the safe haven of a mother’s womb is assaulted by instruments of 
the abortionist in a modern form of child sacrifice for self-serving 
convenience.) 

32 years of devoted, faithful, passionate pleading before the people of 
God had simply been met by this accelerating rejection. As the 36 year old 
purveyor of gut-wrenching decadence was ushered into the torment of his 
eternal judgment, the vacated throne and the land of Judah reached its 
critical tipping point. What are the chances that any child nurtured in this 
perverted palace would bring a light of hope into the impenetrable 
hopeless darkness? 

The Story of the life of Hezekiah is told in three locations 
• 2 Kings is a description of king Hezekiah told to those exiled in 

Babylonia to explain to them why they were there… the depravity and 
refusal to serve God. 

• 2 Chronicles is the story told to those after the exile as they returned to 
the Land. Does God still have a plan for us as we see the destruction? 
Are the promises true?  

• Isaiah tells the story of his own ministry. Would God still raise up one to 
lead His people?  

2 Chronicles 28:22-29:11 
Hezekiah grew up in the home of his father king Ahaz who took vial 
rebellion to God to a new level. Yet, Hezekiah had a heart for the living 
God and God blessed him abundantly. The Lord was with Hezekiah… 
wherever he went the Lord prospered him. Seen in the first 100 days of his 
reign. 

First Things First:  
Judah’s greatest enemy was not a foreign military power but a faithless 
soul 

• Opened the bolted doors 
• Called out the spiritual leaders 
• Confessed the sins of their fathers 
• Acknowledged Divine retribution 
• Repaired and restored the house of worship 
• Removed all that was defiling 

©2020 Faith Bible Church

Isaiah 37-39, 2 Kings 
18-20, 2 Chron 29-31June 28, 2020

Hezekiah



• Set a personal example (29:20) 
• Dealt with his personal sins 
• Called for a national repentance 
• Restored the songs of exaltation 
• Gave thanks for covering grace 
• Celebrate their national birthday—Passover 
• Prayed God’s blessing over God’s people 
• Prioritized the hearing of God’s Word 

When we planned the Route 66 study series, we didn’t anticipate a 
pandemic that would shut the doors of the church. Nor, who would have 
thought that the doors would reopen for worship with the story of 
Hezekiah who reopened corporate worship in Israel? How do we reopen 
worship? – Confess sin, restore song of exaltation and prioritize the 
centrality of God’s Word. 

Seven steps to: Re-Set / Re-Newal / Re-Vitalization / Re-VIVAL 
In the darkest of hours and the most desperate times, God is still working 
His purposes. 

1. Stirring in the heart of just one… Hezekiah 
2. Recovering the priority of worship 
3. Authentic dealing with sins 
4. Fueled by leadership intercession 
5. Embracing the grace of forgiveness 
6. Remembering the cost of deliverance 
7. Restoring the centrality of the Word 

Evidences of the living work of the Spirit of God… 

1. Spiritual priorities restored 
2. Sins are confessed and forsaken 
3. Joy finds expression in irrepressible singing 
4. Grateful hearts find giving hands 
5. Hearing the Word becomes central 
6. Signs of blessing multiply 
7. Spiritual opposition appears 

One of the greatest benefits of the reestablishment of corporate worship 
is the restored unity of a divided and separated people. 

Four Tests of the Heart of Hezekiah 
Every great work of the Spirit will be met by a great test of faithfulness 

• Delegation of Leadership 
• Invasion by Enemies 
• Frailty of Life 
• Seduction of Success 

We would see Jesus: 
Positively: A glimpse of the glories of His ultimate reign 

Negatively: Will there ever come one so righteous that his exaltation will 
not become his ruination? One truly humble AND faithful? 

For THINE is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever and ever! 
Amen! 
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