
What does faithfulness look like in a wicked and perverse time?  Is it 
possible to live an obedient life when everyone/everything around you is 
in rebellion against God?  

Many of us look around at our culture and world and shudder at the evil 
we see; the violence, the hate, the abuse and manipulation, the rampant 
idolatry. All done with contempt for the God we serve.  Frequently we 
react in one of two ways:  

• The Social Justice Warrior – Trying to right all the world’s wrongs and 
coerce people into living lives of faith.  Or...  

• The Passive Prophet – So overwhelmed by what we see that we resign 
our world to the evil they seem to so desperately want, and sit back 
quoting prophetic judgments.  

While there is some truth to both of these approaches, is this how God 
would have us live? Is this who we’re called to be?  I hope we can gain 
some wisdom and encouragement from Josiah’s life and his simple, 
faithful obedience.  

Four Key stages/ages of Josiah’s life:  
• His Situation – 0 to 15 (33:21-34:2) 
• His Preparation – 16 to 26 (34:3-7) 
• His Restoration – 27 to 38 (34:8-35:19)  
• God’s Compassion – 39 (35:20-27)  

Josiah’s Situation – 0 to 15 Yrs (33:21-34:2) 
• Father Amon’s Reign – Wicked (v. 21-25)  
• He did what was evil  
• He sacrificed to idols 
• He did not humble himself  
• All true of the people as well  
• He was killed by his servants  

• Some of you can sympathize with Josiah: Your parents weren’t/aren’t 
believers, You didn’t have a good role model of faith, There’s 
tremendous hope in Josiah’s story  

Josiah’s Reign – Good (v.1-2) 
• Length–8to39 (640 to 609BC)  
• Assessment – Good - He...  

• “Did what was right in the eyes of the LORD”  
• “Walked in the ways of David his father”  
• “Did not turn aside to the right hand or to the left”  

Despite being born in a wicked time, to an unfaithful father, at the age of 
only 8, Josiah’s reign is praised. So how did that happen? What did Josiah 
do?   

Josiah’s Preparation – 16 to 26 Yrs (34:3-7)  
At 16 Years Old (v. 3a)  
• He Sought the LORD  
• “He began to seek the God of David his Father”. He started the journey/

habit of looking for God  
• Jeremiah 29:12-14 seek and find 

At 20 Years Old 
• He Removed Idols & Distractions.  “He began to purge Judah & 

Jerusalem”  
• What kids and teens devote their heart to today will set the course for 

the rest of their lives (sins & devotions)  

Josiah’s FIRST step was to prepare his heart by wholly seeking God and 
removing distractions & idols.  

Josiah’s Restoration – 27 to 38 (34:8-35:19) What did he do?  
At 26 Years Old 

• He Restored the Temple (v.8-13).  
• “He sent Shaphan...to repair the house of the LORD his God” (8) 
• He rededicates himself/people to worship of God  

• He Recovered the Word  (v. 14-18) 
• “Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the Law of the LORD...And 

Shaphan read from it before the king”  
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• He rededicates himself/people to God’s Word  
• He Repented of Sin (v. 19) 

• “He tore his clothes”  
• In contrast to so many kings before him  
• Commentary Quote “God’s word is never entirely comfortable for 

those whose lives it confronts”  
• He repents   

• He Inquired of the LORD  (v. 20-28) “Go, inquire of the LORD for me and 
for those who are left in Israel and in Judah, concerning the words of 
the book that has been found” (20-21) - 2 Answers:  

• People will be judged (22-25) 
• But you will die in peace (26-28) 
• He seeks God’s guidance  

• He Renewed the Covenant (v. 29-33) “He gathered together all the 
elders” “He read...all the words of the Book of the Covenant” “Made a 
covenant before the LORD” To...  

• “Walk after the LORD”  
• “Keep his commandments/testimonies/statutes with all his heart 

and all his soul”  
• “Perform the words of the covenant”  
• He rededicates himself/people to obedience  

• He Recognized the Passover  (v. 1-19)  
• “Josiah kept a Passover to the LORD in Jerusalem” (1) 
• “No Passover like it” (18) 
• He obeys  

Josiah’s obedience didn’t save the nation – We can’t change people’s 
hearts! We can’t fix the world in our own strength!  

Josiah didn’t stop obeying & sharing – We are called to go anyway! We 
can faithfully share the gospel!  

Josiah’s SECOND step was to restore the land by reading God’s Word, 
repenting of sin, and obeying.  

But how does Josiah’s life end? Look at all he has done before his 30th 
birthday. Surely God will extend his reign another 30 yrs.  Well, not 
exactly...  

God’s Compassion – 39 (35:20-27) 
At 39 Years Old  

• He Confronted Neco (v.20) “Josiah went out to meet him” Why? – We 
don’t know 

• He Ignored Neco’s Warning (v.21-22) “Josiah did not turn away”  
• He Died in Battle  (v. 23-24)  

• “The archers shot King Josiah”  
• “He died and was buried”  
• Was this sinful? – certainly foolish 
• God fulfills His promise and spares Josiah seeing the fall of Judah  

•  Within 3 months his son would be exiled to Egypt  
•  Within 23 years Judah would cease to exist  

• His “early” death was a compassion from God  
• He Was Mourned & Remembered  (v.24b-27)  

• “All Judah and Jerusalem mourned”  
• “Jeremiah uttered a lament”  
• “All...have spoken of Josiah in their laments to this day”  
• “His good deeds...written in the Law of the LORD”  

As a result of his simple obedience, Josiah was mourned by all of Judah, 
remembered by Jeremiah, and recorded in God’s Word.  

So how did Josiah handle… His Situation? – He lived in obedience despite 
the pull of the people, his father, and the culture! By...  

• Preparing well – Wholly seeking God, and removing idols & distractions  
• Living in obedience – He read God’s Word, repented of sin, and obeyed  

As a result: Was shown great compassion from God in his death, and was 
remembered by the people for his obedience  

Lessons for Israel/Us - What do we learn about God and 
ourselves?  
In a wicked and perverse generation, God desires our simple, faithful 
obedience:  

• Seek the LORD wholeheartedly  
• Seek direction in His word  
• Seek to repent & obey immediately And Repeat/Repeat/Repeat/Repeat 
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Where do we see Christ?  
• Chronicles – last books in Hebrew bible desperately calling for another 

King… Christ 
• Christ as the only king who can both save the world and fix our 

rebellious hearts 
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