
The greatest prophet in Israel’s history stood boldly on the stage of her 
darkest days. He was an outlier. Son of a priest. Lifelong bachelor with no 
wife to encourage him in the midst of his struggles. He stepped forward, 
with great reluctance, in the glorious season of Josiah’s revival. But he 
was destined to a service marked, from human assessment, total futility. 
After forty years of courageous and controversial preaching, he had a 
following of two. Baruch, his secretary/assistant and an Ethiopian who 
served in the King of Judah’s palace. That is it! 

He hit the stage with a scathing rebuke of the nation. In fact, his opening 
address should be rated “M” for Mature audiences only! A PK from a 
sleepy bedroom community populated by other families who served as 
priests at the Temple, he was resisted from the beginning. His own family 
tried to silence him. His hometown sought to kill him. Before long he 
found himself arrested by the religious influencers, locked into stocks, 
beaten with a steel rod, condemned to death. He was rescued from 
execution but soon placed into a vile, horrible, inescapable cistern, a 
deep, dank reservoir for the collection of water that would supply the city. 
Like Joseph of old, he was placed there, not for safe keeping, but to be left 
to die. His friend from Ethiopia intervened on his behalf by speaking a 
word to the king, again a flashback to the cupbearer who recalled the 
plight of Joseph in the Egyptian prison, and was lifted out (it took 30 men 
and a pieced together rope to raise Jeremiah from the miry bottom.) and 
sentenced to the palace prison.  

In his lifetime of service he witnessed the premature death of the great 
King Josiah, a man he personally eulogized in the passing, and then a 
continual rotation of failed kings, each one worse than the former. While 
the ritual of temple activities continued as restored by Josiah, the culture 
into which he spoke was a political, moral, and spiritual decadent spiral 
downward. Every unmentionable form of idolatry and all the perversions 
that accompanied that rose to the front. While hiding behind the 
existence of the Temple (“the temple, the temple, the temple” was their 
mantra), they served lifeless gods in every imaginable way. With a rapid 

shifting in world powers and constantly realignment of loyalties under 
each new threat, the Kings of Judah sought security in failing politics and 
the people sought help and hope from lifeless idols. 

As the world all around them grumbled, as famines emptied their 
cupboards, swords slaughtered their loved ones, and diseases ravaged 
their homes, their kings continued to seek the protection of failed 
kingdoms and the people sought help from impotent lifeless gods! 

His mission, if he would choose to accept it, was to cry out boldly against 
the evil that was sentencing God’s chosen people to defeat, destruction, 
and deportation. Only a repentant heart could change the inevitable 
course. So with 12 colorful and graphic messages, Jeremiah confronts 
and calls out the people of Judah. “Disobedience to the covenant of God 
will bring His curse and His discipline! Repentance and obedience will be 
met by our God with incredible and immeasurable blessing! I set before 
you life and death. Choose life that you might live!” 

The Mission of the Great Prophet—Chapter One 
60 years after Isaiah, Jeremiah is called of God to remind the people of the 
God of the Covenant commitment they had made. 

• He Warned, He Comforted, He Wept, He Indicted 

The Message of the Great Prophet 
• The failed marriage—2-5. The people were an unfaithful bride. 
• The soiled sash—13. Once a beautiful people, but ruined because of 

rebellion.  
• The famine, the sword, the pestilence. God still loved His people and sill 

called them to repentance. 
• The rootless shrub—17. The nation was not rooted. Their confidence 

was in themselves and their alliances.  
• The stubborn clay—18. When clay (the people) failed, the Potter 

softened and molded them. 
• The spineless shepherds—23. Th leaders of Israel fleeced the flock 

rather than protect and lead them.  
• The baskets of figs—24. One basket with good figs and one basket with 

bad figs. The good figs (people) were to be brought back from captivity 
and reestablished in the Land. 
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• The cup of wrath—25. Warning of vengeance to all the nations God used 
to discipline Israel.  

• The heavy yoke—27. Symbol of slavery.  
• The farm he bought—32. Jeremiah in prison bought the farm planning 

forward because God would restore His people to the Land.  
• The flaming sermons—36. The Word of God came over and over, but 

burned in denial… yet written again to find hope and encouragement 
in God’s truth.  

The Misery of the Great Prophet 
(only prophet told NOT to pray for the people!). Jeremiah want to quit 
many times. Day after day Jeremiah brought God’s Word. What a heart 
Jeremiah had for the people. His neighbors and family could not be 
trusted. A day was coming where there would be no survivors to grieve… 
days of sorrow and morning. Where was the Word of the Lord? The High 
Priest stepped up against Jeremiah at the house of the Lord... the very 
place where refuge, hope and encouragement were to be discovered. It 
was a place of beating and rejection. Warning was read in public as a 
result Baruch and Jeremiah had to run for their lives. For 40 years 
Jeremiah pressed on. 

1:17; 7:25; 8:18; 11:18; 12:6; 15:10; 16:1; 16:5; 16:8; 17:14; 18:18;20:1; 26:8; 
32:2; 36:19; 37:15; 38:8; 43:5 

The Motivation of the Great Prophet 
Your words were found and I ate them, and Your words became to me a joy 

and the delight of my heart, for I am called by Your name, O Lord, God of 
hosts!—15:16 

If I say I will not mention Him, or speak any more in His name, there is a fire 
as it were a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I am weary of holding it 
in, and I cannot!—20:9  

A pattern in Jeremiah: God is a God ho speaks His Word. He continues to 
speak authoritatively and forcibly. 40 x’s “The word of the LORD came…” 
and 177 x’s “Declares the LORD…” - God forbid that the Word of God 
would be lost in our Church! 

The Meaning of the Great Prophet 
The LORD of Hosts is His name—10:16 

Ah Lord God! It is You who have made the heavens and the earth by Your 
great power and by Your outstretched arm! NO-thing is too hard for you. 
You show steadfast love to thousands, but you repay the guilt of fathers to 
their children after them, O great and mighty God, whose name is The 
LORD of Hosts, great in counsel and mighty in deed, whose eyes are open 
to all the ways of the children of man, rewarding each one according to his 
ways and according to the fruit of his deeds.—32:16-19  

Not like these is He who is the portion of Jacob, for He is the one who formed 
all things, and Israel is the tribe of His inheritance; the LORD of Hosts is His 
name!—51:19  

85 x’s---the LORD of Hosts! = commander of the armies of heaven! God 
was on their side… strong, powerful, and aware… at His disposal are 
unlimited and powerful military forces… He commands them all! 

Lessons for Israel: 
1. God will one day heal Jerusalem’s hurt---33:4-6 
2. God still loves Her with an everlasting love—31:3 
3. God will one day gather all her scattered children—31:8 

The Real Issue– The problem with man: 
• No great kings or no faithful prophet can truly change the people.  
• The problem is their hearts…they are deceitful and desperately sick.  
• Only God could give them a new heart! We need One Who can give us a 

new heart! 

We would see Jesus: Truths of both Jeremiah and of Jesus 
• Opposed by his family 
• Threatened by his hometown 
• Wept over the shepherdess flock 
• Beaten as a treasonous traitor 
• Condemned to die by religious leaders 
• Prisoner in the palace of the king 
• Faithful to the bitter end! 
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The Memory of the Great Prophet 
Remember my affliction and my wanderings, the wormwood and the gall! 

My soul continually remembers it and is bowed down within me. But this I 
call to mind, and therefore I have hope! The steadfast love of the Lord 
NEVER ceases; His mercies never come to an end; they are new every 
morning; great is Your faithfulness! The LORD is my portion, says my soul, 
therefore I will hope in Him!”—Lamentations 3
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