
Arrogant. Boastful. Self-exalting. Self-promoting. Vain. Domineering. 
Independent. Combative. Demanding. Intimidating. Self-serving. Self-
promoting. Self-applauding. Self-absorbed. 

Some 70 years after King Hezekiah led the seemingly innocent delegation 
of “admirers” from the far east on the no-holds-barred private tour of his 
wealth and power, the outlier and perpetual vocal agitator from the quiet 
retreat bedroom village just north of Jerusalem, explodes with 
unwelcomed accusations and unapologetic exhortations against the 
stubborn people of Judah. In his continual and caustic warnings he 
repeatedly points to the darkening cloud of the Babylonian Chaldeans 
and their ruthless, merciless and brutal leader, Nebuchadnezzar. 

• Babylon—169 x’s in Jeremiah 
• Chaldeans—47 x’s 
• Nebuchadnezzar—37 x’s 
Long before the United Nations and the Human Rights Commission, this 
arrogant and brutal butcher was leaving a trail of bludgeoned and bloody 
victims. The evidences of human slaughter were scattered from the south 
by Egypt, across the landscape of Israel and north to the power centers of 
Assyria. No one was spared in the devastating wake of his cruel and 
greedy take-over! His season of leadership was marked with success. He 
may have been feared, but to the power-hungry, he was definitely a 
source of envy!  

Those who served on his advisory team, members of his cabinet, were 
continually under threat of removal and replacement. A simple notice of 
termination of employment would have been a GRACIOUS and welcome 
word. He was known to impetuously “fire” such. Not like in giving them a 
“pink slip” but literally sentencing them to incineration! One underling, 
the supported king of Judah, Zedekiah, sensing a moment of leadership 
vulnerability, sought alliance with the powers of Egypt in an unwise act of 
resistance only to be captured, to be made to watch the brutal, torture 
and merciless slaughter of the members of his own family. With that 
memory burned indelibly into his mind, Neb commanded the gouging out 

of his eyes so that all he would see for the remainder of his days was that 
horrible scene of violent death. 

His unchecked pride led him to demand the worship of his subjects as if 
he were a god. With a magnificent 90 foot tall golden image, he 
demanded that all who served him bow publicly before him. Failure to do 
so upon command would result in death by burning. As literally hundreds 
bowed with their faces to the ground in one of his many parade grounds, 
to the stunned amazement of those present to observe, there stood three 
of the king’s highest ranking cabinet members. With unshakeable 
courage, they refused to take a knee, let alone fully prostrate themselves 
before him. Assuming it was but a communication problem, the 
instructions were carefully repeated. Yet three Hebrew men stood their 
ground. And when they clearly articulated their resistance, his rage over-
ruled any sense of humanitarian decorum. They would be thrown 
immediately into the flaming pit. So callous was his heart that even being 
an eye-witness to the one “like the son of the gods” was not sufficient to 
bring him to his senses. Rather than be humbled, he simply elevated the 
God of the Hebrew slaves to a level higher than the many gods of his 
lands, but only on a shared equality with his own stature.  

The downside to a momentary emotional repentance is the emphasis 
upon momentary. Like the after burn of being spiritually “lit” by a great 
weekend conference speaker, or a retreat/camp experience, the fire rather 
regrettably slowly ebbs and dies. All that was required for the seemingly 
humbled man to return to his former self-worship was a survey of the 
trappings of his own success. There glistening in the brilliance of the 
Persian Gulf sunlight spread out one of the Seven Wonders of the World. 
Its 350 ft tall fortress walls crowned by 87ft wide caps boasting 8 massive 
100 foot tall bronze gates, the grand parade grounds, the 250 golden 
dragons of the god Bel, the 50 pyramid temples, the greatest of which was 
in honor of the moon god, the extremely ornate banquet halls, the 
screened grates that gave views to river that ran beneath the city. But 
most stunning of all was what was called, “the hanging gardens” which 
were architectural wonders of terraced gardens and trees crafted to 
soothe the homesickness of his Persian born queen.  

The biblical narrative of Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar, the chosen 
hero and role model to Saddam Hussein of recent days, graphically 
demonstrates the truth articulated in the prayer of Hannah and repeated 
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times over throughout the rest of scripture. The Sovereign God places 
men upon their thrones and removes the same in His time for His 
purposes. Those who are proud, self-worshipping He brings down. And 
those who are humble and submissive to His will, those He exalts. Our 
man Nebuchadnezzar was definitely not the latter. His is the story of what 
happens when God puts a king out to pasture! 

THE SOVEREIGN HAND - Let’s call it “Habakkuk syndrome” for 
want of a better definition: 
“O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and You will not hear? Or cry to You, 

‘Violence!!’ and You will not save? Why do You make me see iniquity, and 
why do You idly look at wrong? Destruction and violence are before me; 
strife and contention rise. So the law is paralyzed, and justice NEVER goes 
forth. For the wicked surround the righteous; so justice goes forth 
perverted.”—Hab 1:1-4 

• Spiritual Abuse and a Foreign Burial—Jer 20:1-6 - Jer 20:4 “For thus says 
the LORD: Behold, I will make you a terror to yourself and to all your 
friends. They shall fall by the sword of their enemies while you look on. 
And I will give all Judah into the hand of the king of Babylon. He shall 
carry them captive to Babylon, and shall strike them down with the 
sword.” 

• Survival through Surrender—Jere 21:8-10; 22:24-27 
“…so I will regard as good the exiles from Judah, whom I have sent away 

from this place to the land of the Chaldeans…”—24:5 

“…now I have given all these lands into the hand of Neb, the king of 
Babylon, my servant…”—27:6  

“Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I 
have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon…”—29:4  

“Behold, I am giving this city into the hands of the king of Babylon…into 
the hands of the Chaldeans…”—32:2,25,27,36 / 34:2 / 37:17 / 
39:11/44:30/46:26 

“How the HAMMER of the whole earth is cut down and broken! How 
Babylon has become a horror among the nations!”—50:23 

Behind the scenes is the unseen hand of the sovereign God! 

THE STUBBORN HEART - Daniel 3 – Golden Image and Fiery 
Furnace 
“… who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?” Dan 3:15 

THE SAVING POWER - Daniel 4 
Nebuchadnezzar softens to recognize there is a God greater than all his 
other gods, but he still claims for himself the power of life and death. 

Words from the Humbled King: 

• “God is great…” God in His amazing grace, His wrath is packaged in His 
kindness. 

• In His Work—4:1-3 
• In His Warning—4:4-18 
• In His Wrath—4:19-33 
• In His Ways—4:34-37 
If God could and would save Nebuchadnezzar… It took seven years of 
living like an animal in an insane situation with a mind that could no 
longer function the way a mind was created. (Rom 1:18f) 

Lessons for Israel – “So What” for us: 
1. SEEK the unseen hand - Behind every unwelcome trial is the purposeful 

hand of the only wise and sovereign God 

2. TRUST the sovereign wisdom - Like the little girl of Naaman’s salvation, 
God sent gospel witnesses as war captives into the very palace of the 
tyrannical king!  

Daniel and three friends were unwilling to bow the knee even if it cost 
their lives – they were unwilling to compromise their conviction. 

3. BELIEVE the seemingly impossible - He who would be the greatest 
among you will first be your servant 

4. GLORY in the One who alone is glorious! - The glory of God is on the line 
in every personal success 

“The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall never again fear 
evil. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: ‘Fear not, O Zion; let not your 
hands grow weak. The LORD our God is in your midst, a mighty one who 
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will save; He will rejoice over you with gladness; He will quiet you by His 
love; He will exult over you with loud singing!’”—Hab 3:18 

King Louis XIV, 1715 – reigned 72 years and wanted to be remembered so 
labeled himself Louis the Great. Yet, the minister over his golden casket 
said: “Only God is great!” 

Where do we see Jesus in the story of Nebuchadnezzar - from Jn 12: Sir, 
we would see Jesus! Will there ever be a king so glorious as to be willing, 
not by force but by self-demotion truly humble himself? 

Neb was willing after repeated confrontation with the Lord of lords to 
become the servant of the great Eternal King. But Jesus was willing to 
become even a Daniel, a Shadrach, a Meshach, an Abednego… to become 
a servant to the lowest of all.  

“He who did not consider equality with God a thing to be desperately 
grasped, humbled himself, taking on the form of a servant and was 
obedient in all things, even to death…death on a cross. Therefore God has 
exalted HIM and given to Him a name that is above EVERY name so that at 
THIS name every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess that this 
Jesus is Lord…to the glory of God the Father!” Phil 2  

Only God is Great!
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