
We launched our shared Route66 adventure from the pristine gardens of 
Eden all the way back in January. Since our departure seven months 
back, over those 44 weeks we have made 42 visits to featured characters 
through whom God has chosen to unfold His story of the drama of 
redemption. Little did we know when we loaded up our bus and headed 
westward out of the Garden Gate that our shared experience would 
include a Covid-19 international pandemic interruption. So along the way 
we have found it necessary to make a number of unexpected course and 
schedule adjustments. You have been gracious travel companions and 
your patience with our navigation is greatly appreciated! 

We have taken numerous snap shots which are recorded in our travel 
journals. I wanted to point out some key reminder/memory resources 
that we have assembled for you. On our website under the “Sermons” you 
will find summary notes that are laid out in a way to let you print those 
and create a small notebook/journal. I encourage you to go there and 
update your own memory book. You will also at that location find the 
powerpoint slides and a manuscript of each message if those would be 
helpful. 

As we have journeyed together, we have discovered that ours is not only 
the God of creation but is also the God who is sovereign over ALL aspects 
of history…past, present AND future. Where prophecy is declared, we 
have found that prophecy is fulfilled. Because the God who declares it is 
also the God who makes it happen! The key to our studies has been that 
our hearts have been increasingly burdened for the desperate need of a 
Redeemer. The trials we are facing today do not even tip the scale, it 
seems, by comparison to the struggles and challenges God’s people have 
faced in our reading of the Scriptures. Yet our trials ARE real. They ARE our 
“race to be run” and we, too, are made increasingly aware of the need to 
the World has for a Savior. So we have been looking along our journey for 
the numerous signs that point us to Jesus. 

So…in quick review: 

We began our experience in the pristine Garden, grieved as we watched 
the 1st couple evicted from Paradise and beginning to experience the 
painful reality of life in a fallen world. Their own son murders his brother, 
their grandchildren pursue every imaginable form of perversion and, were 
it not for a remnant minority in each generation, all hope would be lost. 
We felt the rocking of the boat in the Ark of Safety, shared the confusion at 
the Tower of Babel, and rejoiced in the willing response of a Chaldean idol 
worshipper who believed the promises of the Living God and, by faith, left 
his homeland. The stench of burning sacrifices made us grab masks 
before they were Covid fashionable! We shared the fear then the ecstasy 
of the opened path of the Red Sea. We experienced shortness of breath as 
the 80 year old Moses repeatedly climbed the sacred mountain. Along the 
way we have sat in the shadows as we watched one family after the other 
torn by conflict and division. We have witnessed sin and its horrible 
influence on the human race… crimes and violence beyond imagination. 
But we have also wept at the gift of forgiveness and the grace of 
restoration. 

One couple produced a family line that we divinely reduced again to one 
family which expanded to a multitude which was once more reduced to 
the lineage of one man’s household then miraculously grown into a 
nation. From a big family to a united nation and finally a kingdom, we 
have watched the God of Creation tell the story of Redemption. So here 
on our journey we pick up the narrative with that chosen nation no longer 
in the Land of the Promise, but because of habitual rebellion, in exile all 
the way back in Chaldea, the approximated location of the 1st Garden of 
Eden and the homeland of Abram who was the chosen father of this great 
people. Today we stop in for a short visit with one of the story’s greatest 
heroes. Please open your bible to the book of Daniel… 

The Keys: 
Kingdom = 50+ x’s, King = 150+ x’s 

The message God communicated: “…until you know that the Most High 
rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom He will…”. God desires, 
through the story of Daniel, that we would fully comprehend that He 
alone is sovereign.  
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The Setting: 
• King Jehoiakim of Judah, son of Josiah, 11 yr reign 
• Daniel was about 12 yrs old 
• “he did what was evil in the sight of the Lord his God”—2 Chr 36 
• 605 / 597 / 586 B.C. 
• Opportunity of a lifetime was given to Daniel and his friends! 

AGE 15: The Test of New Identity 
Royalty / Nobility, Unmarked – nothing to prevent standing in the 
presence of the king, Good looking, Wise, KnowledgeableTeachable, 
Respectful 

Meanings of the Hebrew names: 

• Daniel = God is Judge. 
• Hananiah = The Lord is Gracious 
• Mishael = Who is the Lord 
• Azariah = The Lord is my help 

Under Babylonian supervision names changed to honor the Chaldean 
gods: 

• Daniel to Belteshazzar = Bel’s Prince 
• Hananiah to Shadrach = Illumined by the Sun-god 
• Mishael to Meshach = Who is Ishtar? 
• Azariah to Abednego = The slave of Nabu (wisdom/education) 

Daniel would not be defiled with food against the Law. Possible excuses 
one might have used to comply: 

1. The king ordered it (submit to authorities) 
2. Punishment is inevitable 
3. Future promotion hindered 
4. Everyone else is doing it 
5. No one at home will know 
6. God has failed me 
God used Daniel for 7 decades because of his faithfulness 

AGE 17: The Impossible Dream—Dan 2.  

AGE 19: The Burning Passion—Dan 3. Our God Who is able will 
deliver us. 
Notice time gaps between chapters. Every day (in the gaps) Daniel used 
his wisdom and knowledge to serve the king. 

AGE 45: The Butchered Tree—Dan 4 – Cut down the king’s pride 
and arrogance and restored him when he acknowledged the true 
King. 

AGE 80: The Writing on the Wall—Dan 5 – The king’s son didn’t 
learn that the secret was to humble himself. 

AGE 83: The Lion Hearted—Dan 6 – Daniel was distinguished 
because an excellent spirit was in him. 
• Served for over 7 decades with an unblemished track record. 
• Under 4 world leaders prayed three times a day and did not bow to 

idols. To obey God was better than to obey man. 
• Without on stain on his resume’. Thus the king looked for Daniel’s God 

to deliver him from the lions. God vindicated Daniel’s record. 
• Ezekiel 14:14,20 / 28:3 

AGE 80: The Promise of Things to Come 
• A dream and vision he CAN’T understand! 
• Encouraged by the Word—Dan 9 
• Unanswered prayers are not unheard—Dan 10 
• Longing for the Redeemer—Dan 11-12 

The Key: 
Dan 2:44; 3:29; 4:25; 6:26 - Then a hinge where Daniel receives the visions 
himself and is unable to interpret (Dan 7:13-14, 22, 27; 12:1-3, 10). The 
thread that holds it all together is the promise of the Messiah to come. 
The point in these great prophetic texts is that God is Sovereign over all 
and that all dominions shall serve and obey Him. Ultimately all these 
kingdoms will bow to the Lord.  
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So What? Living well while waiting. At the end of the day, Daniel 
simply confirmed his faithfulness 
• Philippians 3:20-21 
• Jeremiah 29:5, 28 
• I Pet 2:11-12“Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain 

from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. Keep 
your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak 
against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God 
in the day of visitation.” 

• What Daniel and his friends did is what God expects of us… do our asks 
as unto the Lord in our day-to-day responsibilities. (God was exalted 
and Daniel was rewarded) that others would see His greatness and 
come to worship Him. 

Lessons for Israel: 
1. God Rules Over All 
2. Christ is Coming – The Great Hope of Daniel and Us 
3. Saints Ultimately win!!! 
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