
Let’s be honest… for those of us still pressing through on our 
commitment to reading through the bible this year… if Leviticus didn’t 
sideline us, Ezekiel just might be the book that puts us on the “injured 
reserve” list! If you manage to navigate through the extra-sensory 
overload of chapter one with its four-faced creature with its 16 wings and 
numerous hands riding on a series of inter-locking spinning wheels going 
this way and every which way…the brilliance of the throne that rides on 
the top of this incredible chariot transporting the Glorious King…then 
probably the seemingly bazaar communication tactics of that prophet 
will certainly unsettle your confidence! 

• Bound with captive’s cord and sequestered in his own home mute and 
silent for years… 

• Going into the public square and constructing a brick model of a city 
under siege waiting for people to ask him what it meant… 

• Laying ONLY on his right side for 390 days consecutive days only to 
switch over and lay on his left side for an additional 40 days? 

• Baking non-kosher bread over a fire fueled by human waste ought to 
get your attention! 

• Or the day he took a sword, finely sharpened its blade and shaved both 
his beard and his entire head, dividing out the hair into three even 
piles, then burning one pile, chopping repeatedly the 2nd and tossing 
the 3rd into the wind… 

• Or what about the morning you saw him leaving his home with all his 
earthly possessions packed into a traveling bag, going to the city wall 
and digging an escape hole through it even though the city gates were 
open wide?! 

• How about the day his dear bride died suddenly…yet he never shed a 
tear, tore his garments or mourned in sorrow? 

At least 10 distinct street theatre acts are recorded of this “sidewalk 
prophet’s” strange ministry as he lived and served in the riverside 
community of deported refugees just west of the grand city of Babylon. 

How to read the book of Ezekiel: 
The 1st ½ is a message of hope packaged in the harsh realities of 
darkness. It is written to explain to the deported neighbors why and how 
a loving, caring and glorious God could not only allow but ordain this 
incredible season of trial and sorrow for the people He loved. 

As you work your way through this section, take careful note of the 
frequent rays of hope that are recorded there. Against the great darkness 
of their despair there is light! Before you can be saved, you need to be 
lost. You need to understand how from the light of God. 

In the middle section you will see that no people or nation can assault 
God’s people with impunity. There will be a price to pay for violence and 
injustice! 

Note the contrasts painted between… 

• The house of the Lord 
• The house of Israel 
• A rebellious house 
Then finally there is a long section of promise… 

• Revival will come with the gift of the Holy Spirit and renewal of 
covenant. Ezek 36 

• Failed shepherds will be replaced by One faithful Great and Good 
Shepherd. Ezek 34; Jn 10 

• Restoration to greatness will come with resurrection hope as dry bones 
come to life again and the breath of the Living God is breathed into 
them. Ezek 37 

• Ultimately the most powerful earthly kingdoms will be conquered and 
the Lord of lords will reign in righteousness for evermore! Ezek 38-39 

• The dwelling place of God among men will then be re-established…His 
glory will return to His Temple. Ezek 40-47 - 8 Chapters promise God’s 
dwelling place will return. 

• And the sacred city will bear this name: “The Lord is There!” Ezek 48… 
the last chapter. 

The Moment—2 Kings 24 (597 B.C.) 
• 2 Kg 24:8f Jehoiachin did evil as his father… city besieged by 

Nebuchadnezzar. 10,000 taken, the best. Treasures carried away 
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• Ezekiel called at the Chebar Canal just west of Babylon in the land of 
the Chaldeans. 

The Mission – Ezekiel cries for repentance.  
• “Thus says the Lord”—120 x’s 
• “Declares the Lord”—76 x’s 
• “The word of the Lord came to me”—49 x’s 
• “He said to me”—26 x’s 
• “They shall know that I am the Lord”—72 x’s… God continues to care, 

provide for and speak to His people. 

The Man - The Word of God through the man of God 
accomplishes the work of God. 
• Ezekiel = God will Strengthen 
• Deported age 25 
• Married with no children 
• Commissioned age 30 
• Widowed age 42 
• Ministry completed age 50 

The Method 
• “Son of man” = son of Adam, a human messenger 93 x’s 
• Things that laid the foundation for Ezekiel to bring God’s message: 
• A Clear vision of the glorious God— Ezek 1:26-27. Lion King of majesty, 

Oxen picture of sacrifice and service, eagle supremacy, and human 
picture of a servant. The shekinah glory had been dimmed for Israel. 

• A Consumption of God’s Word— Ezek 2:8-3:3. The Spirit of God 
ministered through Ezekiel. 

• A Conviction of the Call— Ezek 3:7-11. They were a stubborn and 
rebellious people (2 Chron 36:15). God sent messages consistently 
because He had compassion for them. 

• A Clarity of Mission— Ezek 3:16-21 / 33:1-9. A watchman giving warning. 
Up to the people to respond. 

The Meaning. What’s the point? What’s the sign pointing to 
Jesus? 
• God will again send a messenger to warn and call His rebellious 

house… 

The OTHER Son of Man! King of Kings and Lord of Lords 
• Will send His mighty angels—Matt 13:41 
• Will come in His glory—Matt 16:27 
• Will one day sit upon His glorious throne—Matt 19:28 

BUT… 
• He will have no pillow for His head—Matt 8:20 
• Will be misunderstood and ridiculed—Matt 11:19 
• Will suffer—Matt 17:12 
• Will be delivered into men’s hands to die—Matt 17:22 

The OTHER Son of Man “would come, not to be served but to serve and to 
give His life as a ransom for many”—Mark 10:45 

Lessons for Israel and for us 
• Our sins have separated us from our God 
• In mercy He sent the Son of Man to pay for our offenses 
• By faith through His grace we are restored 
• Full forgiveness 
• Complete removal of shame 
• Restored to His presence 
• Indwelt by His Spirit 

You have become His Temple and you will be known by His name!
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