
There are times when you speak because you have something to say. This 
book of Esther is one of those messages. It is most unusual of the books of 
Scripture… the only book other than Solomon’s that never one time 
mentions God… no call for prayer, no turning to the Word for wisdom and 
insight. Yet, the hand of God, the hiddenness of God, is written all over the 
pages. It is a master-piece of literary composition. Intrigue. Romance. Plot 
twists. Conflict. Suspense. Crisis. Surprises. Conquests. Defeat. 
Vindication. Resolution. 

It just might not be the glamor story of fairy-tale endings you were 
conditioned to believe. Predatory pedophiles. Sex trafficking. Slavery. 
Genocidal tyrants. Hangman gallows. Drunken boastful leaders with 
fragile egos. Macho-acting spineless males. Bold and courageous women 
in the middle of the mess. And the blessing of God upon even the 
disobedient Hebrews… 

If your “understanding” of the story of Esther was formulated by the 
artwork in your children’s bible story book you were under the impression 
that this little orphaned refugee girl won the Miss Persia Pageant, married 
the handsome prince and lived happily ever after. Or, if another of my 
family said, “All I know about the bible story of Esther is what I learned 
from Veggie Tales” where the uncle is a pea and the king is a pickle, you 
are about to be stunned by the full disclosure account of two disobedient 
Jews who experienced the undeniable grace of the unseen God! 

THE CHARACTERS – KEY PLAYERS 
• The King Xerxes—Ahasarus (His title like Caesar, Pharaoh, etc.)—29 x’s 
• The deposed Queen Vashti makes a brief appearance, or actually 

REFUSES to make an appearance --10 x’s 
• The Villan Haman the Agagite—48 x’s 
• The Hero Mordecai—54 x’s 
• The Heroine Esther—48 x’s 
You will want to notice that they did a LOT of eating! At least 8 feasts are 
hosted and other feasts were prescribed. 

The Glory, the Gold And the Girl—Chapter One 
180 day party trying to convince those the king ruled over that he had the 
resource, the strength, and the will to go to battle with the nation of 
Greece. In a 7-day drunk, impaired of judgment, the king demanded to 
show his girl, but she refuses. The king decreed all women must honor 
their husbands. 

The Girl Who Stole Their Hearts—Chapter Two 
Warning: When you are comfortable living long in Persia, you may soon 
find that Persia is now living in you! 

• They had been molded by the culture  
• Did not stand up as Daniel’s three friends or kneel as did Daniel. 

Sometimes, we have to say NO. 
• Denied their race AND religion … relationship of the living God. 
The Genocidal Tyrant—Chapter Three 

Hamon’s ego wanted everyone to acknowledge his position and his 
name, but Mordecai refused to take the knee because he still had the 
heart of a Hebrew who only bows to the living God. So, Haman seeks to 
destroy the Jews by bribing the king. 

The Mission Impossible—Chapter Four 
Mordecai seeks appeal of the king and is convinced that God will not 
allow annihilate of the Jews. They went through the ritual of fasting, but 
not with prayer seeking God. 

The Hang-man’s Hunger—Chapter Five 
Esther had grace in the eyes of the king. She said what she wanted more 
than her own life. 

The Glorious Inversion—Chapter Six 
Behind the scenes is the unseen hiddenness of God… Divine insomnia, 
How can a king honor someone… Mordecai in humility – not Haman? 

The Post-party Lynching—Chapter Seven 
Esther: Let my life and my people… reveals she was a Hebrew. Haman 
was revealed. So, hung on the gallows he built for Mordecai.  
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The Shocking Reversal of Fortunes —Chapter Eight 
Mordecai replaces Haman. The Jews were given the right to defend 
themselves because the edict to annihilate them could not be reversed. 

The Vindication of the Oppressed—Chapter Nine 
The Jews had been set free.  

The Promise Preserved—Chapter Ten 
God protected the promise He had made through the seed of Abraham 
that One would come Who would bless. 

Glimpses of Jesus… 
• He is seeking His bride 
• He is beautifying/perfecting His bride. Eph 5 washing of the water of 

the Word. 
• He will honor and exalt His bride 
• He is the One who would be sent “for such a time as this.”  
• He is also willing to die to save His people 
• He is the One who said, “if I perish, I perish.” The One Who gave His life 

so many might live. 
• The Despised One now seated on the Throne! 

TAKE AWAY 
Like Song of Solomon, this arresting narrative never mentions the name 
of God. It does not include any references to prayer or reading the Word. 
In fact, if you read it too casually, you would wonder why it is even 
included in the Bible or why we have chosen it as one of our ROUTE 66 hi-
lites as we look for the signs that point us to Jesus. But the interpretive 
secret to this redemptive narrative is found in the “Hiddenness of God,” 
the undeniable truth that no minor detail of life or incidental 
circumstance is outside the providential sovereign working of God.  

And it is in discovering that incredible truth that we find an enormous well 
of encouragement and comfort for our own lives as we face daily 
situations that make for the moment seemingly no sense whatsoever.  

Out of this Tragedy turned to Blessing by the hidden hand of God, came a 
young bible teacher by the name of Ezra and a legendary leader/wall-
builder named Nehemiah! 

So what are we to do with this personally? 
There is no circumstance, no situation, no small detail of your life that is 
outside the prudential sovereign working of God! 

Faithfulness is simply a long obedience in a single direction. 

YOU have been called for such a time as this! 
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