
Nehemiah 1:1-4 What stirred Nehemiah’s heart about Jerusalem? His 
brother came about 1,500 miles from Susa of Persia to Jerusalem. These 
are the last words in the redemptive story – then 400 years of silence from 
Heaven  

• It was the city of Melchizedek, the King of Salem 
• It was the mountain on which the sacrifice of Isaac was placed 
• It was the fortress city taken by King David 
• It was the capital for the great kingdom of Israel 
• It was the heart of the land of Abraham’s promise 
• It was the blessing upon God’s people’s obedience 
• It was the lost treasure of years of stubborn rebellion 
• It was the restored joy of a people forgiven 
• It was the closing of the loop that began with the 70 years prophecy of 

Jeremiah 
• The 70 years completed the return to the land they had lost here in 

their home. 
I’ve seen the devastation of city streets destroyed by recent riots. I walked 
in downtown Indianapolis where once it was alive and magnetic but now 
is empty, broken and boarded up. I’ve looked at the blighted squares of 
Portland after the ongoing battles. But its 1600 miles removed from my 
reality. I have grandkids in Chicago and have been stunned by what thugs 
have done to the place we loved to vacation as the Million Dollar Mile has 
been trashed in recent revolt. My aunt and cousins live in Milwaukee and 
the pictures of the damage there are arresting for sure. But its well over 8 
hours removed from where I stand. It’s hard to wrap one’s mind around 
the way our nation is destroying itself from within…but when they burn 
my own city… then they have my attention. 

The continual barrage of visuals and videos on all our many screens is 
creating a callous cover on the centers of our sensitivity. Slowly once 
stunning reports don’t shock us anymore. It’s getting much easier to 
default to: “Not my fault…Not my problem” mindsets.  

So the arresting story of Nehemiah and the enormous miracle of 
rebuilding the wall, a topic that was most recently incredibly 
controversial, lost its edge, and takes us a bit by surprise. 1500 miles and 
a century and a ½ removed from the overthrow and destruction of the 
city of his grandparents, and after numerous failed attempts at the 
annihilation/genocide of his own race of people, we are taken back by the 
radical commitment made by a son of exile refugees who has climbed the 
societal ladder of success to a position of power, influence and prosperity. 
What would cause such a man to break down emotionally upon receiving 
a first-person report of the conditions of a place not presently his own 
home? 

The presenting issue was a physical one. His brother said: “The wall is 
broken down…the gates are destroyed by fire.” The walls were 10 feet 
thick, 50 feet tall, and about 2 niles long wrapped around the city. 

But the real issue is a far deeper concern. “The remnant is in great trouble 
and shame.” It was the shame and brokenness of the people that broke 
the heart of this man. The storyline of Nehemiah… Someone wanted 
something so badly that he was willing to risk it all to attain it. Once they 
had decided to pursue the dream, inevitably they come into conflict and 
crisis. There must be a guide to press on. Action was needed to fulfill the 
dream. 

Divinely positioned (Joseph, Esther, Mordecai…) 
• Ch 1 – When grieved, Nehemiah took it to the Lord. The model for how 

we ought to pray in a moment of crisis. Between Ch 1 and Ch 2 a period 
of 5 months.  

• Ch 2 – Nehemiah, the son of a Jewish excil who had climbed the ladder 
of success made a radical commitment. What caused him to break 
down? Saw what others did not see 

• Trusted cupbearer to the king – after 5 months was afraid because 
Artaxerxes was a killer. He asked the impossible of a Persian king – to 
revise prior decision to stop the rebuilding (Prov 21:1) and the king 
grants all his requests.  

• Appealed to the GREATER King 
• Prayed, Planned and Patiently Waited on the Lord 
• Had a vision that was worth the risk 
• Took costly action 
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• Did a thorough assessment  
• Articulated a workable plan 
• Challenged leaders to lead 
• Celebrated the strength of community. A harmony with the Church. Ch 

3 “and next to them” - Over and over a community. The unseen hand of 
God and the community of faith. The strategy (Ephesians 4): 

• Each by his home 
• Each next to the other 
• Each for the greater 

• Pressed forward through opposition. Ch 4 When God begins a great 
work, when I am willing to take the risk, I can expect opposition. 
Nehemiah responds with prayer. 

• Prioritized internal division. Ch 5 When Satan fails on the external 
attack, he will always do greater damage on the internal… read the 
book of Acts. 

• Recognized distractions. Ch 6 Internal pressures – Adversary goes after 
the leader with flattery 

• 6:15 begins a summary of the first ½ of the book of Nehemiah. The wall 
is completed in 52 days – all the enemies/nations were afraid because 
they could see that the work was accomplished with the help of God.  

• Ch 8-10 is the heart of the book. What brought Nehemiah to his knees 
was not the destruction of the city, but the brokenness of the people 
within the city. 

• The Word of God was expounded and explained to the people so they 
could understand and it began to change their lives. Ezra had come 
back 13 years earlier and, in that time, had faithfully laid the foundation 
for the restoration of the broken hearts.  

• Ch 11 organized the work. 
• Engaged by gifting, calling and character 
• Made the hearing of the Word central 
• Responded with authentic repentance 
• Celebrated miraculous success with LOUD songs of praise! 
• Made holiness a non-negotiable essential! Ch 12 celebrated with a 

dedication. When God does a gracious work, we cannot be silent… 
singing. 

• Ch 13 Journey back to Susa. When returned to Jerusalem he saw 
everything they had repented of and went back and had done. 

How to Restore a Mess—1-3  
• Patient Waiting 
• United Praying 
• Forward Planning 

How to Respond to Discouragement—4-6 
• Contempt 
• Conspiracy 
• Cunning 
Building walls is easy…Rebuilding the lives inside those walls is hard! 

Principles: How to Rebuild Broken Lives – The heart of the book 
—7-13 
• Word must be Heard Ch 8 
• Hearts must be Tender Ch 9 
• Repentance must be Real Ch 10 

APPLICATION: (This week’s Podcast) 
• This is YOUR one and only life…don’t waste it! 
• What is burning on YOUR heart? (what do you see that others don’t?) 
• What will it cost you? 
• You will never rebuild the walls of your life until you recognize the ruin 

in your life… 
• When you simply don’t know how to pray, pray scripture 
• Sometimes God’s answer to your prayers is you 
• This IS your one and only life…don’t waste it…invest it! 

How to Know Nehemiah’s Secret 
• “…for the good hand of my God was upon me”—2:8 
• “and I told them of the hand of my God that had been upon me”—2:18 
• “The God of heaven will make us prosper”—2:20 
• “And we prayed to our God and set a guard as a protection against 

them night and day”—4:9 
• “Our God will fight for us”—4:20 
• “But now, O God, strengthen my hands”—6:9 
• “…they perceived that this work had been accomplished with the help 

of our God”—6:16 
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• “Remember me, O my God for good, concerning this, and do not wipe 
out my good deeds that I have done for the house of my God and His 
service”—13:14 

• “Remember this also in my favor, O my God, and spare me according to 
the greatness of Your steadfast love”—13:22 

• “Remember me, O God, for good!”—13:31 

Nehemiah opens with a note of great sorrow but it closes with the sounds 
of great rejoicing… 

• Walls were rebuilt 
• Worship was restored 
• Evil doers were removed 
• Souls were renewed 

The city of the GREAT King has been made ready for His glorious return! 

Will there ever be One who is willing to leave the splendor of the throne 
room to enter into the brokenness of this messed up world and bring the 
power of His presence to rebuild these broken lives? 

The story of Nehemiah ends the redemptive narrative of the Old 
Testament as it closes quietly…until after 400 the silence is broken by the 
sound of a baby’s cry! 
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