
Ezra 4:21-5:5 A Time for Civil Dissent 

With great fervor and irrepressible joy the 50,000 plus exiles recently 
returned to their homeland immediately set about fulfilling the command 
of the Lord through the edict of King Cyrus and the longing of their own 
hearts. The sweat equity task of rebuilding the House of God in the City of 
God was their singular mission. It was priority #1 and everyone totally 
bought in. Resources had been provided and leadership was in place. Day 
after day they did the heavy lifting side by side as they encouraged one 
another with the promise of glory restored. That is, until threats by 
offended neighbors began to come their way and then, finally, a “cease 
and desist” order from the governing authorities. Suddenly the work 
stopped. In its place came the realities of recovering the lives that had 
once been but now seemed at best a glamorized memory. The energy 
previously devoted to the Lord’s House was diverted to the renovation 
and enhancement of the home place. Oh, the rituals of worship continued 
as at least once a month they gathered in the “work-in-progress” Temple 
courts to bring their offerings, sing their Psalms, and recite their prayers. 
But with the pace of reestablishing their former lives, even the Sabbath 
gatherings became just one more item on an over-filled “to-do-list.”  

The relevance of this two chapter, four messages short book is impossible 
to ignore. It’s the challenge many of us are facing even now as we seek to 
rediscover “normal” in our navigating back toward life we had before 
Covid. Things that were simply part of our routine suddenly came to a 
screeching halt and for the past six months or so we have adapted to 
a “new normal” in life. Where we once were excited about using our gifts 
in ministry, we have added a new hobby or tackled a new Chip and 
Joanne renovation. The joy of the weekly Gathering is suddenly almost 
one “obligation” more than our increasingly hectic schedules can afford. 
Worship with the brothers and sisters has regrettably become just one of 
several weekend options. Good if we can fit it in. But doesn’t necessarily 
rise to the “essential” category anymore. For too many of us, the slower 

Sunday pace actually feels like a Divine blessing! And so, as Karen would 
say, “So here we are!” 

Haggai crashes our self-serving party with four blunt and bold messages 
directly from the lips of God…brief but pointed. Seldom has a preacher 
been blessed to experience such an immediate and effectual response to 
his message! Sixteen years of apathy displayed in distraction, diversion, 
and delay is turned into vision with a passion. In an act of civil-
disobedience and in partnership with fellow prophet Zechariah, Governor 
Zerubbabel and High Priest of the Temple, Joshua, they lead an 
revitalization mission second only to the rebuilding of the city walls under 
Nehemiah. I am looking forward to hearing these four memorable sermon 
with you in the morning! 

Discerning Spirit-filled leaders know when its time for civil dissent 

The Setting: 
• 586 BC The Temple destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar 
• 536 BC Cryrus mandated that they go back and rebuild the Temple 
• 520 BC The call to rebuild and they worked diligently 
• The context explained in three words: 
• Failure = they never had enough 
• Frustration = less than they had hoped for 
• Futility = their value changes as their values change 
• They loved their lives more than they loved the Lord 

Blessings flow when God’s people put “first things first” 

Four memorable messages by Haggai in just four months! 

This IS the Word of the Lord! God given credit many times: 

• The Lord of hosts—14x’s The last word, The final authority 
• 25x’s declared to be God’s message… God’s Word not the preacher’s 

word. The Word of God transformed lives. 

The Call to BUILD—1:1-15 August 520 BC 
Let not your hearts be troubled…this is NOT a fundraising sermon! 

Haggai is a brutalized book through sketchy hermeneutics. “Its time to 
build!” That’s the theme of the 10th book in what is known as “The 12” 
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but that line has been too often lifted out of its context and appropriated 
to one mega-building program after another.  

They stopped building for 16 years. People felt it was not a good time to 
build. “consider your ways” 5x God sought to restore His glory. They 
considered and obeyed… fared the Lord… something only the Spirit of 
God can do. 

• The Problem: “My house lies in ruins, while each of you busies himself 
with his own house.”—v. 9 

• The Promise: “I AM with you!”—v. 13 
Principles:  

• We cannot ignore the Sacred yet expect God’s blessing on the Secular— 
• As one’s values change one’s value changes 

The Call to BEHOLD—2:1-9 August 520 BC 
The message for everyone: The Persons: 

• Prophet 
• Governor 
• Priest 
• People 
The Presence:  

• “I am with you” Same God as before the Temple 
• “My Spirit remains in your midst” The SHEKINAH: 
• The CLOUD of glory that covered the Sacred Mountain 
• The CLOUD of glory that filled Tabernacle 
• The CLOUD of glory that filled the Temple 
• The CLOUD of glory that Veiled Him on the Mount  
• Be Strong / Fear Not 

When you cease fearing God you soon begin fearing Persians and 
Samaritans. One day on the Temple mound the Temple will be rebuilt 
again and the Lord... the son of David will bring peace (Rom 5). The world 
circumstances will not bring the peace, but relationship with God (Phil 4). 
The peace of God through the Lord Jesus Christ. Broken relationships can 
have peace.  

The Promise: 

• “I will fill this house with glory…”—v. 7 
• “In this place I will give peace”—v. 9 

The Peace: 

• The promise of ultimate victory 
• The conquering of all enemies 
• The restoration of Divine blessing---Romans 5:1 
• The renewal of the soul—Philippians 4 
• The repair of broken relationships—Romans 12 

The Call to BEHAVE—2:10-19 November 520 BC 
• Holiness is not contagious, but unholiness is. 
• Heart must prepare the Hand 
• Ritual cannot replace Relationship 

Principle: Spiritual apathy will soon breed spiritual apostasy 

True faith takes bold steps in the face of frowning circumstances 

The Call to BELIEVE—2:20-23 November 520BC 
• Shaking the Elements of Creation 
• Shattering the Enemy of His people – Ps 20:7. The horse and the rider 

will go down… we will trust in the Lord 
• Strengthening the Exalted Servant 

The Davidic Covenant stands… sealed by the King’s stamp of authority. 

 “The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former,” says the 
Lord of hosts. “And in this place I will give peace,” declares the Lord of 
hosts. The Temple is identification of God with His people… a testimony 
that God is present with us… Immanuel – Jesus was the presence of God 

“And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us, and we beheld His 
glory…”—John 1:14 

To the Temple the infant was brought. As aged Simeon took the infant boy 
into his arms he blessed God and said, “Lord, now you are letting your 
servant depart in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen 
your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all people, a 
light to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”—Luke 2 
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And in that same Temple just 12 years later this same Jesus astounded 
the great theologians as he sat among them discussing the scriptures. 

It was this same Temple that Jesus twice cleansed…at the beginning of 
His ministry and on the week of His crucifixion. 

It was this Temple that He declared to be His Father’s house and a house 
of prayer. 

But it was NOT this Temple of which He spoke when He said, “Tear down 
this Temple and in three days I will raise it up again.” 

His veiled glory today? 

“…you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, 
to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ…you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people for His own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous 
light!”—1 Peter 2 

“Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 
whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with 
a price. So glorify God in your body”—1 Corinthians 6 

Blessings flow when God’s people put 1st things 1st! 

 “But seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these 
things will be added to you” Matthew 6:33  
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