
The Sounds of Silence 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome 

day of the Lord comes. And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their 
children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike 
the land with a decree of utter destruction.”  (Malachi 4:5-6) 

And with those words, the voice from heaven goes silent. No messengers 
from God. No angelic visitations. No direct words from the Throne. 400 
years. Multiple generations born, lived, and died. Yet, the silence of 
heaven was deafening. Then suddenly, in the somber quiet of the Holy 
Place, the people’s representative, the one chosen to speak to God on 
behalf of God’s people, is left in stunned silence by a word personally and 
orally received from the Lord.  

400 years with no response. 400 years to hear from God. 
Silence, silence… being lost and in need of rescue! Yet, from Genesis to 
Malachi we are constantly reminded that God is there. He cares and He 
has a plan. We are also reminded with the reality that we are sinful 
creatures. We are forgetful... we sin. We cry out. God delivers. And we 
repeat that over and over again. Genesis through Malachi God is 
constantly pointing forward. God makes an unconditional promise to 
Abraham. God gives mankind the Law to remind us of our sinfulness. He 
keeps saying there is a day coming where I will send a savior… a Messiah. 
Someone who will seek and save the lost (Malachi 4:5-6). 400 years of 
defining silence from God. But, around 200 years after Malachi the Jews 
would become persecuted and the priesthood would be sold. The holy of 
holies would be desecrated. In 165 BC the temple would be restored. But, 
again during this time the Jewish nation they began to forget their 
ways…. They: 

• Abandoned the Study of the Word – Forgot to read and teach God’s 
Word. 

• Stopped Seeking after God - God's chosen people were rebellious. 
They would marry pagans. They would not give God his due. They 
neglected the temple. 

• Forgot about the coming Messiah - They began to forget about the 
coming Messiah and to teach the Word of God. The pattern repeated… 
forgot. Luke 1 is a turning point in the story of redemption. 

God desires to have certainty in who He is and what he has done and 
what He will do. Like any of us who have a solid faith we often experience 
unique trials. We have reason to believe… not a blind faith. God desires us 
to have certainty: 

• In who He is… 
• What He has done… 
• What He will do. 

Zacharias - “God has remembered” 
• Both Elizabeth and Zacharias were righteous before God. They walked 

blamelessly in all the commandments and statues of the Lord. This 
doesn't mean that they were perfect. Their righteousness came through 
faith by grace.  

• A major day in Zachariah’s’ life. It was an honor, but also serious. They 
recognized the holiness of God and what it means to fear God. 

• God heard his prayer. Likely prayer for the birth of a child and the 
coming of the Messiah. He was faithfully waiting patiently even though 
it had been 400 years since the last word from God. 

• 400 years before this moment, Malachi said, “Behold, I send my 
messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom 
you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the 
covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the Lord of 
hosts.” (Malachi 3:1) This is John the Baptist.  

God desires and deserves us to fear him. God deserves us to 
trust him.  
• God is God… we are not. God hates sin. 
• The Angel says do not fear… God has remembered you. The angel 

confirms the good news of the birth of the son John who will turn many 
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of the children of Israel to the Lord their God and he will go before Him 
(Malachi 3).  

• Do we trust God? He will answer in a way to fulfill His purposes. 
• Zacharias won't be able to tell anyone. He goes mute until the birth of 

his son. But, the people they see him come out and they realize he had 
this vision.  

• Elizabeth gets pregnant and remains in private for five months.  
• The virgin Mary encounters the same Angel Gabriel. He says you have 

found favor with God. It's not because she was perfect. It's not because 
she was special. It's because God chose her to show grace to her. She 
was simply a sinner in need. Just like he shows grace to us not because 
of ourselves be but because of his goodness. Gabriel says though you 
are a virgin you will have a son whose name will be Jesus. Thousands of 
years of waiting. The lost will finally be found. The promise of God 
fulfilled.  

• What God says He will do, He will do… He can be trusted. Nothing is 
impossible with God. God is all powerful. He's all knowing. He's all 
present. There is nothing that surprises God. And there is nothing 
outside of his control. What God has willed no one can stop. He will 
fulfill His covenants.  

What God asks from us is submission. God desires that we fear Him. 
Mary said behold I am the servant of the Lord let it be to me according to 
your word. 

God desires us to trust Him. - Our proper response is to trust and 
obey! 
• We so often look for the silver bullet in life… quick fix. But the reality is 

we have all we need because of Who God is and what Christ has done. 
Therefore, I am the servant of God the Lord and let it be to me 
according to your Word. 

• The Apostle Paul said if Christ had not been raised from the dead our 
faith is worthless (1 Cor 15). But yet he saw a risen Christ and he was 
certain. We can be certain of the truths of God if we seek them and if we 
will receive them.  

• God is God. He provides certainty. But do you still not trust him? He 
gives you the opportunity in his word to know him intimately and 
deeply. What is it that is preventing you from trusting and obeying?  

From Genesis to Revelation it is clear that God desires us to have certainty. 
God desires and deserves us to fear Him. He deserves our trust. Therefore, 
we should trust and obey. Get back to the Bible. The reality is to know 
God. 
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