
Scandalous Grace 
They are without question the second most significant couple in the Bible 
story. All the anticipation of the preceding 100’s, yes 1000’s of years 
stretching all the way back to Genesis 3 and the promise of a one-day 
rescuer, a victorious head-crusher, came into focus in this moment. Yet for 
all the buildup, all the pent-up expectation and intensifying anticipation, 
the narrative reads so understated. Subdued. Unspectacular. 
Abbreviated… Left out of the narrative:  

• What were their ages? 
• What was their social status? 
• Who were their closest friends? 
• What were their families like? 
• Who were their siblings? 
• How did they spend their days? 
• What were the things they did for entertainment? 

And the timing just seems so wrong. Caesar Augustus, the adopted son of 
Julius Caesar rules the world. He is worshipped as though he were a god. 
King Herod was just plain evil! Cruel, paranoid, murderous, adulterous. 
And Israel as a nation was suffering through another season of hard times. 
Yet Paul writes in Galatians 4, “When the fullness of time had come, God 
sent forth His son, born of a woman…” 

When we come to this story, we realize that God has been writing the 
redemptive narrative that would find its culmination in a new King who 
lived in an obscure northern village. 

NAZARETH – Jn 1:46 “… can any good come out of Nazareth? 
Nazareth is significant in this story. 
• 12 miles SW of Sea of Galilee 
• Established on a porous limestone hill 
• 4 miles removed from a Roman Soldier community 
• 2000 crucifixions of Jews in the recent years before Jesus’ birth. 

• Village of less than 400 residents – A small town where everyone knew 
everyone else and all their business is known. 

• Everyone knew and was known 
• Probably most were related 
• Children were taught the Word of God in the synagogue.  
• Farmers, vineyard keepers, shepherds, tradesmen, Matt 13 Jesus was 

the carpenter’s son and Mark 6 He Himself was a carpenter 
• Single spring fed well – Recalls Jn 4 and the Samaritan woman drawing 

water in the heat of the day. Can you imagine what it was like for Mary 
as she became more obviously pregnant and all the neighbors thought 
they knew the story… the community never forgot... 33 years later Jn 8 
“We were not born of fornication… how can He be the Messiah?” 

• A place with no personal secrets… 
• It was there that God found a faithful couple where He could send His 

own Son. 

JOSEPH – Matthew was narrating the credentials of the Messiah 
– 10X he says Jesus is the Son of David… the rightful heir to the 
throne of Israel. Genealogy is important… God wants us to 
know.  
• Fully Hebrew - Son of Abraham - promise 
• Royal descent - Of the House of David – rightful claim. Royal linage 2 

Sam 7 
• A “JUST” man torn between right and compassion 
• A scandalous family history 

• Jacob the deceiver 
• Judah the incestuous 
• Salmon who wed a former Canaanite Prostitute 
• Boaz the kinsman redeemer married a Moabite widow 
• Jesse who overlooked his 8th born son 
• David the king who murdered to marry 
• Solomon who’s mom married the man who killed her husband 
• Rehoboam the hot-headed, abusive king 
• Abijah with his 14 wives, 22 sons and 16 daughters 
• Jehoshaphat with his reforms and revivals yet thru a bad business 

partnership liquidates his assets 
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• Joram the wicked king of Judah who assassinated all his own 
brothers 

• Uzziah the leper 
• Jotham the restorer 
• Hezekiah who lived on borrowed time only to be choked out by his 

successes 
• Manasseh who started horribly but finished strong 
• Josiah the biblical revivalist 
• Jeconiah—3 months and out at the Babylonian captivity. 
• Shealtiel—born in exile as an answer to pray “I asked God”. There is 

always a remnant. 

Through all the twists and turns, the incredible highs and the even deeper 
lows, the Sovereign God of history was working out His purposes and His 
promises. Every one of the pictures points us to Jesus. Joseph believed 
and obeyed the Law… devoted to whatever is right, but he had a heart of 
compassion. 

MARY – A virgin found favor with God… at the end of: 
• The barren womb motif – The one who did not have a barren womb… a 

child the Son of God. 
• Sarah 
• Rebekah 
• Rachel 
• Elizabeth 

• The Fifth Woman of Genealogy 
• Tamar: sons would also be her brothers-in-law 
• Rahab: Repentant and received Canaanite 
• Ruth: Widow from a cursed people  
• Bathsheba: Married the man who killed her husband 

Mary and Joseph: A remnant couple of unshakeable faith become the 
family into which God will place His very own son. They kept the faith. 

The one human being who would ultimately rule and subdue God’s 
creation bringing peace, righteousness and rest would come to us 
through a most scandalous family tree! 

LESSONS for ISRAEL: 
1. The people of Messiah have always been a people of God’s grace and 

not their own glory 
2. Even in the messiest of seasons, God tenaciously pursues His purposes 

and advances His promises 
3. Only God can turn around what has been done against Him and cause 

it to serve Him 
4. By bringing good from evil, God proves evil does not win! 

LESSONS for FAITH: 
Far more important than placing the right president into the Whitehouse 
is the urgency of seating the Prince of Peace as ruler in our hearts! There 
will never be lasting peace until every heart embraces the Prince of Peace 

WE WOULD SEE JESUS: 
“You shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins!” 
Fulfillment of the Gen 3:15 promise. The genealogy of Joseph and Mary is 
the story of: 

• Scandalous Grace 
• Extravagant Mercy 
• Unquenchable Love 

Every sign points to Jesus! 
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