
“Truly I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen NO ONE 
greater than John the Baptist!”— Matthew 11:11 / Luke 7:28 

And this He said of a man who’s life span was only 35 years from Womb to 
Tomb… 

So impactful was this short life that all four gospel writers include his 
story in their edited accounts of the Life and Ministry of Jesus the Christ. 
So familiar are we with these accounts that the very mention of his name 
immediately brings images of austerity, severity, and yet spiritual clarity 
to the mind. On our shared Route66 journey over these past nine months, 
sometimes remotely and some times in person and often a combination 
of those two, we have paused to contemplate some epic historic 
moments and some legendary lives. So to come now to one so celebrated 
by Jesus Himself is a call to focused listening for sure! 

History virtually planted a root in that place… 
• There the feet of the Ark-bearing priests were dipped into the flooded 

banks and the river dried up. The people of God were welcomed home. 
• There they built a monument of reminder…12 in the water…12 stones 

on the land. 
• There Elijah survived on bird-food and brook water 
• There he crossed over to meet the chariots of fire that were “comin’ for 

to carry him home.” 
• There Naaman the Assyria Secretary of Defense shuddered to dip his 

diseased body into the muddy stream. 

If the rocks could speak, oh, the stories they would tell! 

This historic sight of epic Hebrew moments became the tabernacle of 
revival as the fiery outlier thundered a challenge to sinful hearts and 
issued a call to radical repentance. In this place those waters that flowed 
down from the Sea of Galilee into the stream that marked the land of the 
Promise, the prophecies of 700 and 400 years previous became a reality.  

His was a most unusual life from the very beginning. First of all, he was a 
“P.K.” His miraculous birth was announced in the sacred chambers of the 
Temple but his father the priest wasn’t even able to tell his friends! Then, 
while he developed within his mother’s safe haven womb, he was filled 
with the Holy Spirit and there he actually “preached” his first message 
pointing to Jesus while yet prenatal! The day he was finally born, his dad 
celebrated by robustly singing a hymn of praise and prophecy seemingly 
penned in the midst of those nine silent months. The grand crescendo of 
Zach’s masterpiece would set the mission and direction of the newborn’s 
life forever.  

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go 
before the Lord to prepare His ways, to give knowledge of salvation to His 
people in the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our 
God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high to give light to those 
who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the 
way of peace. And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was 
in the wilderness until the day of his public appearance in Israel.—Lk 
1:76-80 

John the Baptist was born for a cause for which he was willing to give his 
life. - Read Luke 3:1-22 

The Messenger 
• 35 years Womb to Tomb – “The word of the Lord came to them”. The 

pattern of the prophets. 
• Miraculous Birth 

• The likes of Abraham/Sarah/Isaac 
• Outlier Ministry 

• Not a product of the religious system 
• Not a student of a respected teacher 
• Not a player in the political landscape. They were bound to sin, not 

Rome. 
• A place… the desert because it was typical of the heart. 

• Confusion of Identity – Who are you? 
• Not the Christ 
• Not Elijah 
• Not “The Prophet” 
• I am the voice! The mouth piece for the Word of God to the people. 
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• Resiliently Humble 
• “Not even able to untie His sandal…” The lowest servant. 
• Pointed his followers to Jesus (John 1:29-35). They should have 

been able to see Jesus. Every sign pointed to Jesus. 
• Courageous in Conviction – Baptism… public declaration of need. The 

need was to be changed… even for Herod which cost John the Baptist 
his life. He stood for the truth. 

He was born at a specific time for a specific purpose 

He embraced his mission and lived with clear direction 

He rejected all that would distract and kept his heart set on Jesus 

He was bold and uncompromising in his message 

He was humble in self-assessment and character 

He lived only to point others to Christ 

He spoke truth even though it cost him his life! 

Principle: Every man is immortal until all God’s purposes for his life have 
been fulfilled! John the Baptist had one job – to prepare the way for the 
King. 

The Message 
A voice cries: In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in 

the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, 
and the rough places a plain. And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.—
Isaiah 40 

What is needed is to prepare the way – transformation of the heart. 

Behold, I will end my messenger, and he will prepare the way before Me. 
And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come into His temple; and the 
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, He is coming,” 
says the Lord of hosts.—Malachi 3 

Not exiled from the land, but from the coming King. 

“So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people”—
Lk 3:18 

The good news… God is coming for us. 

And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God”—John 
1:34 

Three parts to John the Baptists message – You must: 

1. Realize your personal need – can’t save one who does not realize that 
they are lost. 

2. Repentant of your sin – Release rip on this and take hold of this… leave 
this trust to trust in Him. Life versus death. 

3. Rest your faith fully in the Christ. He does it all 
• Pre-existent—“Was before me…” 
• Absolutely Holy—“You should baptize ME!” 
• Authority to give the Holy Spirit 
• Ultimate Savior 
• Waited for Messiah 
• Repentance is testified to those who know you best. 

The Meaning 
In those times when God seems most silent, He is quietly working out His 
purposes and fulfilling His promise. 

HE is greater than I = “He must increase and I must decrease!” Jn 3:30 

He was born to a cause for which he was willing to die! It was here (The 
Jordan River) that: 

• Joshua led the liberated slaves to freedom there 
• Gideon won legendary victory over Midian there 
• Elijah survived a famine there 
• Elisha witnessed the chariots of fire there 
• John baptized Jesus there 

It was here that the question posed by the youthful son to his aged father 
some 2000 years previously finally received its answer. “Father, here is the 
wood and here is the fire, but where is the lamb for the sacrifice?” “My 
son, God will provide His lamb for the sacrifice.”  

And the next day, John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” Abraham said to 
his son: My child, God HAS provided His lamb! 

Your one and only life… you can spend it or invest it. 

Did my life point many to Jesus? Did my life point ANY to Jesus? 
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